N O 


Croſs, no Crovvn: 
Or ſeveral Sober 


REASONS 
Againſt 

Hat- Honour, Titular-Rgſpeits, You to a 

ſingle Perſon, with the Apparel and 


Recreations of the Times : 


Being inconſiſtant with Scripture, Reaſon, and the 


Practice, as well of the beſt Heathens, as the holy Men 
and Women of all Generations; and conſequently 


fantaſtick, impertinent and finfull. 
Wich 2 Eight Teſtimonies of the moſt famous Perſons, 
of both and latter Ages for further confirmation. 


In Defence of the poor deſpiſed Quakers, aꝑainſt 
the Practice and Objections of their Adverſaries. 


By W. Penn j, 
An bumble Diſciple, and patient Bearer of the 
Croſs of Feſus. 


Bus Mordecai bewed vet, Eſth. 3. 2. Adam where art thou Gen. 3. 9, 
In liks wannir the women adorn themſelves in modeſt Apparal , net 
with brodered hair, W. 1 Tim. 2.9. Thy Lan « my Meditation all 
the day, Plal. 119. 97, 
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To my Ancient Friends F. S. E. B. HS. 
. C. I N. A. L. M. L. TG. 


TY Friends, As you were particularly in 
my choughts upon the writing of theſe 


ſheets ; ſo ĩs it not leſs my defire to make 
you particular in their publication. 

Many have been the Obyje&ions with which 
you frequently have beſet me 6n this account; but 
not with that ſucceſs I hope their Anſwers will 
have with you. My matter, ſtile and method ſpeak 
not the leaſt premeditation or fingularity,but that 
ſimplicity and truth which plainly ſhow the affe. 
ctionate ſincerity of my heart, and beſt wiſhes for 
your true happineſs; that from Defendants of vain, 
fooliſh, proud and wanton Cuſtoms, which exer⸗ 
ciſe the minds of men and women below the ex- 
cellencies of Immortality (the higheſt end of their 
Creation) you nay become Piſciples of tliat ſelf. 
denying eſus, who firſt broti arr great felitĩ- 
ty to light, and gladly Sacrifice your all, as birt 
your reaſonable ſetvice, in order to {0 elorious a 
Reward, | | 

By whatſoever is dear,” F would beſeech you ro 
relinquiſh that very vanity of wanities; I mean, 
thoſe Faſhions, Pleaſares, and that whole vatiety of 

K 2 Con- 


The Epiſt le. 

Corfvtriatiog which make u the Life aud ſatis 
faction of, the Agez and are thoſe carthy impedt- 
ments that clog your Souls flight to more ſublime 
and Heavenly contemplations : they were M old 
ſumm'd into three heads; the luſt of the e 2 
luſt of the fleſh, and the pride of life, which are the 
off · ſpring of the World, and not of the Father. 

Reflect upon the incertainty of your lives, the 
Immortality of your Souls, and that Eternal ſtate 
they muſt be ſentenc d to; bur above all, be you 
intreated to eye that Divine Principle engraſted 
on your minds, in all its holy, meck, and ſelſ- de- 
nying inſtructions; that being moſtly exertiled 
thereby, you may be wean d from all the glittering 
Follies of the World (which only weak and ſor- 
did ſpirits pleaſe themſelves withal) and ſenſibly 
experiment the inexpreſſible delights and raviſh- 
ments of Soul, which are the inſeparable compani- 
ons of ſuch retirements. By which you may be 
lead into that temperance, piety and felt-denial, 
that will render you ſo many noble Witneſſes, a+ 
gainſt the folly,Juſt,and grols intemperance of the 
Age, and unqueſtionably entitle you ro Honor, 
Glow, Immortality and Eternal Lite, then-whach, 
as there can be nothing more truly excellent; fo, 
not any thing more carnelily deſir d on your ag- 
count by Topr true Friend, . F. 


The Preface. 


Reader two things for his own ſake, which I have 

ſo much the leſs reaſon to doubt of being granted, 
as it would ſhow him very deſtitute of charity, who wil- 
fully x ould be ſo injurious to himſelf: The firſt is, That 
he would be very Serious, remembring, that he who deſpi- 
feth what he does not know, beſpeaks himſelt a fool; 
as well as that he is injoyn'd to try all things, though only 
obliged to believe what is good The Subject is ſerious, 
for, it is the bleſſed Croſs of Chriſt; the work it is deſigned 
tor is ferious, for tis the Crucifixion of the vain, wanton 
and fleſhly appetites of worldly men; and it the Reader 
be ſo too, I queſtion not but the Juſt Principle (to which I 
make my appeal) will juſtiie me, and it become inſtrumen- 
tal eo his convincement; but if he ſhall dem-aa himſe'f with 
crittical and frothy jeſts, I can only ſay the greater ſhall be 
his conflemnarion yet let him remember, that it is the 
purpoſe of this Diſcourſe to prove what Jeſus Chriſt hath 
faid ; namely that for every idle word he ſpeaks, he ſhall 
render an account in the day of Judgment, 

The next thing I have to ask, is, that he would be 7m- 
partial , for he that reads, and makes his prejudic'd con- 
ſtructions mine or ſeems to flight the Subject, Book, or 
Matter, becauſe he diſreſpects the Author or his Opinions 
in other points, may give ſufficient evidence of his own 
weakneſs, but not diſcover mine, ſince there is not ny 
thing leſs becomes an qual Chriſtian temper, then to u- 
terpret ill, ot that which means not ſo, and to love ot h te 
things by names, and for their Authors ſake, a practice 

A 3 not 


12 Buſineſs of this Preface, is to requeſt of the 


The Preface, | 

not more wretched then common: Nay, tis the Doctrine, 
Ute and Application of too many to learn people to hate o- 
thers Principles in order to deteſt their perſons, and ſo from 
an Opinion: difference bring it into a perſonal one, from 
whence flows all the malice aad bitterneſs that rei 
amongſt thoſe who are ca led Chriſtians, but if this Reader 
be ſuch a one, he is either an ill Teacher, ot very ill taught; 
Ionely have to tell him, that as ſuch pre- opinion ts 
all clear and certain examination of things, (by which he 
is ata loſs about his own faith and other mens) ſo if he 
would be beneſited by this Diſcourſe z if he would read 
the character and condemnation of a wicked world; and if 
he would be truly inform'd of that Life and Conve lat on 
which are according to godlines, and give entrance atter time 
ſhall end, into the endleſs Joys of an Etemal Glorious Reſt 
and Habitation in the Heavens, let him be Serious, let him 
be /mpartial : Ani may that Almighty Power, which 
raiſed ſeſus from the Dead, quicken his mind, and raiſe 
his affections to the knowledge and poſſeſſion of Immorta- 
lity; which as it is the whole tequital I deſire for my exceed- 
ing love and earneſt defires for the reformation of an intem- 
perate and voluptuous World, to the Selt-denying Lite, 
and Innocence ot Holy Jeſus ; ſo ſhall it be a matter of re- 
joycing to all the Faithfull. 


That the Errors of the Preſs are not the Authors, « tobe 
: and therefore he reaſonably is to be excepted from 
the charge of them, 


— — — —— 


The Contents, 
C HAP. J. 
Ixteew Reaſons againſt Hat- Honour, and Titular-re- 
8 ſpefis. Th 1 with the nature of 
Honour, Homdvur is in the mind, and expreſt by real 
' ſervice to Cod or Men, The Hat ns expreſſion of Honour; 
Titles, the Scripturts condemn them. The Effetts of Pride 
and Vanity, No advantage to men and women, Contrary to 
the befs Times, the beſt Men, and ſeveral Authors, 
Wen | 
CHAP, II. 
Welve Reaſons againſs You to a Single Perſon, That its 
contrary to the ground of all Speech, Meer nonſence, 
Condemned of all Languages, Brought in by ſome proud 
Popes and Kings, Contrary to their Prayers, Teſtimonies 
from Learned Authors of ancient and modern times, 
CHAP. III. 
T Hirteen Reaſons againſt the Vanity of Apparel, and com- 
mon Recreations, Pleaſures and Converſation of theſe 
times, That they are deſtruſtive of their Inſtitstion, Sin 
brought cloathing ; and loſs of true Divine Pleaſure, falſe 
ws web That they are contrary to the Example of the 
holy Generations: That they are poſitively forbid : That 
they are inconſifant with the Nature of Chriſt's Ce pel 
— Religion, The Effects of Pride and Wantanneſi, 


deftruttive of Labowr, Induſtry, Health, Body and Son; 
they enſaare the affections, divert the Soul from Heaven- 
ly and Eternal Delights , they are the more pernitious, 
becauſe they ſeem more innocent then groſſer eilt; they 
«eafion Debts, Poverty, Worldly-mindedneſs, and - 


The Contents, 
Folly ; that if ſuch Vanity and PR were hindered, 
Debts conld be paid, the Poor Fatherleſs provided 
for, and the Nation enriched ; otherwiſe nothing but Wrath 
and Vengeance come from God on ſuch doings, Objetions 
an 'wered, The true Chriſtian Life vindicated from ſuch 

* wanten Inventions, and luſtfull Vanities Several weigh- 
ty Teſtimonies of the moſt famous Perſons for Piety, Power, 
and Learning, 4s well living as dying, both Heathens and 
Chriſtians of Ancient and Modern times, 45 an intire con- 
firmation of this Di courſe, tothe Comvittion (if poſſible) 
of others, 45 well as Vindication of the Innocent Quakers, 

With a Call, to whom/ocver it ſhall come, 


Several Teſtimonies, 


| Of Apparel. 25 Anaxagorss, 
Of Hat Honowr. 13 Solon, 26 Them L 
.. 1 Luther, 14 Hippias, 27 Socrates, 
2 Calvin, 15 Gymnoſophiſtz, a8 Plato, 
3 Marlorar, 16 Bamburaci, 29 Antiſthenes, 
4 Jerome, : Gynzcoſmi & 30 Ariſtotle, 
5 Paulinus, 7 Gyneconomi, 6 . Cliromachus & 5 
6 Solpiciue, 18 Cornelis, inondas, 
7 Canſabon. | 32 Phocion, 
— | 


Of Tow to a fl 


Teſtimonies, 


Polybius p 46 Gracian, $5 Charles thi th, : 
Cicero, | 47 Waldenſes, | 56 Sir Phil. Nees: 
39 Livius, | 48 Paulinus, $7 Seer. Walfingham, 
Tacitus, 49 Acacius. 18 Sir J. Maſon, 
40 Machiavel, $9 Hir H. Wotton, 
41 Cerdon, | Aged and dying Ter | 60 Led Bacon, 
42 Bellonius, s | fiimenics. 61 Dr. Donne, 
43 Ouzelius, 59 Solomon, 62 Selden, 
Clemens 51 Ignatius, 63 Grotius, 
44 Romans, 52 Ixænius, 64 Salmativus, 
Council 53 Juſtin Martyr, | 65 Mazarene, 
43 Carthage, 54 Chryſoſtom, 66 Prince Henry. 
C oncluſion. 


67 Philo judæus, 
68 Euſebius Pamphili. 


Of the C briftian Liſe j and that the being contented with few things, 
and nfing this World 4s if we uſed it not is the true Chiiſtian State, 
and Lift; and that the Exerciſe, Jag, Curiafity and whole Con- 


ver ſation of this Age ave inconflſtant with . 
tree Chriſtianity. 


— 


— — 


be Spire: and Nef ere of 


Errors and Improprieties bave 


eſcaped the Preſs, 


Man 
which are not to he charged upon the Author; the rea- 
dieſt preſent Collection followeth. ' 
Page, Line. Errors. Corrected. 
1 6 cent comnt'ſt 
T” 83 , Fequiring required 
0 4  ſuſtantial ſobfaxtial 
1 Pemwpiu Pomprins 
© 25 for in ſa doing in ſo doing 
14 14 about above 
17 8 Parts Park; 
8 7 diſcuſſed diſusd 
25 men of ordinary trade? every mas of an ordinary trade 
19 19 tified fortified 
20 33 we it 4 we ſay it #4 


(A) 


Pape. 


they ſo fat at (wth 
tart 
was 
in 
the marriage bed 
Lusling ian 
te the 
Heat hes 
bea right C briftian 


Cortected. 
what 


ſait % 
ſuch are far frem 


bearts 
» 


on 
marriage bed; 
— hr 
With the 
Heathess 
be right Chriftians 


be a true Chriſtian or Diſciple be true Chriſtians or Ds. 


withony thy ſelf 
Pagen 
theſe 
which 
to murder an Heretscal 
Prince then to obey him 
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17 
And this Nations mort pec un- 
lierly fir for 
Pamphiling 
Country life 
converſations 
f 
rf ain 
frown: 


Pleaſure 
with 
HM mot 
Alcmas 
ts tbe ſecurity 
Mun er Able 
deer rarmings 
Ur came 
with thy ſelf 
Pagan 


theſe 


Toobey an Hirgeical Prince 
then to murt ber him 


and 
ſhewld 
are 
And more peculicriy fit for 
thus N ations 
Pampbili 
Contrary life 
conver ſation 
and 
4 gi 
frown 


(ſciples 
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NO 
Crols no Crown : 
Or a few ſober 


REASONS 


Propoſed againſt thoſe frequent, Ceremo- 
nies of 


CAP-HON OUR, &c. 


— 4 


CHAP. L 


To the unredeemed (of all Ranks and 
Qualities ) from the vain Cu- 
ſtom of a wicked World. 


R whether thou art 8 Night-walki 


Nicedamus, or « (coffing Scribe, one —— Joh. 3. 1. . 
viſit the Alaſſes bot in the dark Cuſtoms of 
the World, that «hou might't paſs as undi 
ſcern'd, for fear of bearing his reproachtull Croſs 4 ot 
elſe a Favourite to Hamer; pride, and counts theſe Teſti» 
N wlarity ; r Love 
enjoy d me of his Trash, and a faitch- 
fall Wirneſs againſt the Pride and Flacteries of this de- 


general World, in which che bet c Vary, Lt, 


— — 


(6) 
and all ſorts of impiety hath got to ſo great an head, and 
lived ſo long uncontrolled , that it hath impudence 
enough to tearm its Dart, Light, and call irs accurſed 
Off- ſpring by the Names due to an other Nature, the 
more eaſily co deceive : And truly, fo very blind, and 
ingnſible are woſt, of what ſpirit they are, and ignorant 
ofs the check ar elf-denying Life of holy Jeſbs, (whoſe 
Name they proufe!s) that to call each other Rabbi or Xa: 
fer, robow, to great with flattering Titles, and de their 
Fellow-Creatwres Homape;, to ſpend time and efbate ro gratifie 
their wanton minds : Cube Cuſtoms of the Gentiles that 
knew not God ] with them ſignifie no more then C iviliry, 
ford Breeing . D'cency, Recreation. Accompliſhments, &c, 
O that men wodld confider, fince there are but two Spi- 
rits, (good or evil, that ads them to all chings) which 
really of chem it is that doth encline the World to theſe 
men-pleafing Culioms ? And whether it be Nicodemus or 
Moratcai in thee that doth befriend the deſpiſed Qua- 
kers] which makes thee aſbamed to own that openly in 
converſation with the World, which the true Light bath 
made vanity and fin to thee in ſecret? Or if thou art a 
Ciſpiſer, tell me, I-prethee, which do'it thou think thy 
mockery, anger and contempt doth moſt reſemble, proud 
Haman or Mordeces ? My Friend, know that, none hath 
beeri more prodigal and expenſive in thoſe vanities 
( call'd Civilities) then my ſelſ ; and could I have cover- 
ed my Conſcience under the faſhions of the World, 
truly! had found « ſhelter from theſe ſhowers of Re» 
proach that have fallen fo beavily upon me; but b 
I (with Joſeph ) conform'd ro ger Enſtoms, { 
ſinned out my God, and loft my peace: nor 
| have thee think it is en Hat, Thos, or Rayment, na- 
kedly in themſelves; or that we would beget any Form 
inc onſiſtant with Sircerity and Truth | there's but too 
much of that but the fee ard vive the vam minds of 
men do pur upon them | who maſt be ftripr and on 
conſtrains us to teſtiſie To ſeverely againſt them : A 
ebis know from the infallible ſence of the Eternal _=_ 
bac 


(7) 
That which requires thoſe Cuſtoms, begets fear to leave 
them, pleads for them, and is diſpleaſed if not uſed and paid 
to them, is the ſpirit of Fride and Flattery in the ground 
( chough Cuſtom or generoſity may have abated is ſtrength 
in ſome) and this being diſcovered by the Lit t that now 
ſhines from Heaven among the difpiſed Quakers, n=ce(- 
firates them co this Teſtimony, and my (lf +5 ore of 
them, and for them, for à reprof to tb ontarcbfull, 
{who would walk undiſcerned } though conv:c::ed to the 
contrary) and for an allay to the pt ud Deſpiſers, who 
ſcorn us as « people guilcy of aflect ton, ard finguirri- 
ry from the Eternal God whe 1z regt among os, 
and on his way to root wp every Plant at bug right hand 
hath not Planted, do | dec late that this is but the Seed of 
exalted Lucifer; yea, ba westen nature that muſt be 
yoked, and craciſ id; and thit it m appear what its (aid 
to be, let tbeſe enſuing (crious Neaſors have thy Confi- 
deration, which were molly given me from the Lorch in 
that time, when as my co de ſcention to thoſe things 
would have been purchaicd at almoſt any rate; fo, the 
certain ſence I bad of their contrariety to the meek and 
ſeli-denying Life of holy Jeſus, equity wy ficady and 
faithfull Teſtimory againſt them, as Gueſts that are for- 
bidden the Heavenly K ingdoꝑ that is now once more ap- 
pearing to the Sons of men, into which whatſoever defiles 
can never enter, 


Sixteen Reaſons why C- Honour, and Titular Rt- 
ſpedis are neither Honour nor Reſpetis. 
Reaſon J. 


Fctuſe true Honour is from God, and conſiſts in 2 
virtuous eſteem forthe only fake of Vertue, mani» 


{fied in a real ſervice, and actual benefit both to God 15. 
and Mankind. and trut Gvility in the right ordering of d ,. 


mens Aflections and Actions 3; but if in 
; B 2 Titles, 


ts, Bows, ar 30. 


(8) 
; Titles, then are the moſt profane and deboiſt the moſt 
P1923 civil, fioce moſt expert in thoſe vain Ceremonies, which is 


IIa. 33. 13. 
* 1 impollible. - 


Reaſon 1]. 
Becauſe real Honour is « ſuſtantiall thing ranifeſied 
5.4.21; by obedience, which therefore cannot ſtand in invent- 
ed Geſtures, and moſt deformed Cringings, after mens 
wanton Invention, or in any ſhaddow void of the thing 
it ſelf, which is muſt 4 do, in Caſe the Ceres 
mony of the Hat be an bonour or reſpect. 


Reaſon III. 
Becauſe no man can honour and diſhonour a man un- 


der that Honour; but its well known what grudges, ill 
will, animoſities and bitter barred reigns in the hearts of 
ſuc h Hat · Honourers at the time of their falſe reſpeRs. 


Reaſon TV. 


Becauſe Honour properly aſcends, not deſcends, yer the 
Hat is ne'cr as frequenly off to equals, and inferiour s, 
as to Superiours 


Keaſon V. | 

If pulling off a Hat, or Title, were to pay honour, 

who ſo vile, who ſo wretched, who ſo envions that could 

not bonour ? But this is to make honour (as ſuperſtiti- 

ons men do Religion) to conſiſt in ſome external - 

- ances, which may pleaſe, but never profit any where. 

fore, it cannot be conſidered as of the nature of true ho- 

'** nour, Which is a vertuous Reſpect to what, is vertgous, 
* * demonſtrated by ſome ſubſiantial good. 


Reaſon VI. 
Honour was from the —— but Hats, and moſt 
Titles, here of late; therefore there was true Hanour 
before Hats or Titles, and Conſequently true Honour 


ſtands not therein, 
Reaſon 


X 


(9) 


Reaſon VII. 

Becauſe if Honour confiſts in ſuch- like Ceremonies, 
then will ir follow t hat they are moſt capable of ſhew- 
ing Honoars, who perform it mo# end y according to 
the mode or faſhion, by which means man bath not the 
Meafare of the true Honour from the Juſt Principle 
in bimſelf but the fanraſtick dancing Maflers of the 
Times, wherefore many give much money to bave theis 
children learn their honours, (falſly ſo called) and what 
doth this but totally exclude the poor Country-People, 
who though they Plow,Til,go to Mariet, yen, in all thing 
obey their 7afices, Land- Lordi, Fathers, and Maſters, 
ſcarce uſe cheir Hats, or choſe Ceremonies 3 but if they 
do, they are eſteemed by 2 Court Crintich fo ill. favoured, 
as only fit to make 2 j de laugh d at; bur what ſober 
man will not deem their obedience the others v 
ry and bypeerifie. 


Reaſon VIII. 


| j 
Real Nonout gonſiſta not ina Hat, Bow, or Title, be- 
cauſe all theſe thing; are by money; for 
which reaſon bow many Sch and perions are there 
in the Land to whom Yourh i ſent to be educe- 
ted in thoſe vain faſhions, ignorant of the bonour 
that is of God ; their minds are allured to viſi- 


ble things that periſh, and inflesd of mee their Cre- Eccl, 11, 
Aer, are huſied about Toys and Fopperies —— i — 


fo much worſe as to colt them ſeſvet a difinbericiog, and 
their indiſcrees Parents grief and miſery all cbeic 


Reaſon IX. 


Trae Hen ſands not in theſe Faltions, becauſe — 

had their riſe ſince Honour, ard have been brouf bt fort 

by the Spiric that captivated from God, and led men ard 
y v omen 


1 John 2, 
15.16. 
lawes 1, 


(10) 
women to pleaſe the luſt of the eye, the luſt of che fleſh, 
and the pride and flattery of life, both in themſelves and 
others, and which arc uſed either co pleaſe rhemſe'ves, 


or (for fear of others, or becauſe others do it, or out of 


Meth. 19 
1152517 
Like 22. 


27,16, 7 


ſhame, or fear of being repreached, or wich 'delign to 
Azrcer 'Superiors, equals, or inferiours, from whom ſome 
profit may be expected; all which is contrary to the na- 
ture of rrue Konour that comes from God, and onely 
is paid by a good eſteem in the mind, ſhown by ſome real 
ſervice to God, or godly men; yer if ſuch honour were to 
be paid, ſirce perſons are of divers ranks, it will be requi- 
ſite, hat ſome Law or direction be given, bow low to 
bow, pull off the Hat, &c. ſince to give more then is due 
is an abuſe of Honour ; but would not theſe be ridiculous, 
as tis to uſe them at all? 


Reaſon X. 


We canrot eſteem pulling off Hats, Bows of Titles to 
be rel Honours, becauſe ſuch like Ceremonies bave been 
prohibited by God, and his ſervants in days palt 3 neither 
Ad the boly Men of old reſpe& mens» pet ſons, as ms 
be leen in the caſe of che /ſraclites, who though — 
Nations bad many Lords, and many Gods, yet one was 
their Cd. and him only e bow unto, and reve- 
rence bis holy Name. 


Reaſon X . 


T bis made Aferdrcas (who ſtands a Repteſentive for 
the Jew and Circumciſion in heart) rather expoſe both 
his own, and whole Nations life co Hamans rage, and 
Cruel:y, (whom «he ning had fo much honoured, as to 
require ia his Court to pay him bomage) then gratifie 
the „tions Cuſtom, in bowing to the Rings Favourite, 
ſo batefull are vicious men and vain cuſtoms to the pi- 
ous and ſincere. 


Kea ſen 
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Reaſon XII. 

les manifeſt from the Caſe of the Centurion in Chriſt 
time, who made not the bononr and reſpect due to him ch 6. 
from his Souldiers to conſiſt in Hats, Geſtures, or vain s. 10 12. 
Ceremonies, but in the ready execution of his Com- 
mands, 8s when be ſaid to owe, Go, and be geeth, and to tal 7 6, 
another, Do this, and be dath it; nor is it practiſed now) *+9 
amongſt Souldiers, (az being an effeminate Cuſtom, un- 
worthy of Maſculine Gravity,) yet are they obedient, 
and truly honour their Officers. 


Reaſon XIII. 

The very practiſe of familiar greeting, with ſhew of 
reſpect to each others perſons, was ſo ſeverely reprehend- 
ed by the Loyd ſeſi C briff, that he wakg? it a wark of the . 33. 
Aach and wickedneſs of that Age, of fo grea foew uk z. 
Proſeſion for he gives it in charge to bis Diſciples, that . 
they (bould beware of thoſe that love ſalatation!, and to Luk. tu. 
be called Kabbi, or Maſter of men; a mark of honour 43+ : 
in thoſe rimes, &c. for be chat « greateſt among you ſhall be J. J. 44 
your Servant, ſays be to bis Followers : and Call no man Ma- 
fter, for one is he Maſter , nnd Femrs a5 expreſly enjoyns 
the ſame; My Brethren, Be wt many Maſters, knowing J, f 1. 
that we ſpall regeive the greater condemnation ; by which 
it is apparent, that the true Diſciples of. Chriſt were not 
to aſſume Lordſhip, nor Superiority, as was the Cuſtom 
of the Heathens ; but that they ſbould know a religious 
community, and five as Servants to each others neceſſities, 
acknowledging bur one God, one Lord, one Law-giver, 15:33 32+ 
and but one Maſter, even Jeſus Chriſt, who is God over — 
all: neither hath it been uſed among many Nations to 
give great Titles, or call Magiſtrates by othet names then 
what they ever bad ; as particularly amongſt the Rewav?, pp ve. tn, 
namely, Bram, Naleriu, Cato, Marcellus, Scipio, Pompird, vic. Rom. 
Cicero, &c. In Scripture, Adam, (thougb Lord of the 
whole World) Cain, Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abrabam, Lot, 
Moſes, Chriſt Feſis, Matrrbew, Mark , Lebe, John, Paul, 
Peter, 
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Peter, James, & c. nor is it common, or pertinent in 
Greek or Latine Authors, to mention, or quote the 
Names of any, but as already inſtanced ; as Ire, 
Teriullian, Tuſtin, Mexander, Conſtantine, Fuftiniante, 
Maximizian, Throdofims, Perus, Barnard, Latber, 4. 
rawia, Calvin, Beta, Gratis, Fefe, Amiraldes, and the 
like; yet doth not this in the leaſt diminiſh or detract from 
their reputation, or diſcover the leaſt diſ-reſpeR or in- 
civilicy in any to meation their names as thus e 
ſince its the practiſe of all Writers; nor do our liſh 
Hiſtories, beſtrew our Anceltors with thoſe vain and ſu- 
perfluous Tur, which are common in theſe dayes, and 
withoue which men are 1eputed rude, and il). bred, 
much contrary to the Example and Preceprs of Chriſt Je» 
ſus, who cliewhere tells the jews that the reaſon why the 

Joh. 5. 44. 4 wt belirve in bis weth, and (clf-denying Meſſage, we, 
brcamſe of their recerving, benowy one of another. 


Reaſon XIV. 


God is declared to be #s Reſedler of Perſons, bug @ they 
gun 14 [ef him, ond work Righceonſneſs, and James condemns 
= ſuch who bold tht E aith of the Lord Frſas Chriſt, the Lord 
As 10. of Glory, with reſ pelt of Per ſons ; telling them that they 
27.35, muſt not accept any man for bu gay cloatbing, rich at tire, or 
ohen. g. ant m appearance neither rejett the pr, er ſet the rich 
Se above him, fer that God bad choſen the poor of this World 
Jam-ts ts rich in Faith 3 aud that if any ſoak fulfil, or keep the whole 
; Law, and yet fail in thu of reſpeBling anens perſons, be is 
fwilty of al; wherefore all ſuch flattering Titles, (as to 
ca men what they are not) and fond Ceremonies of the 
Hur, &c. to a mortal perſon, and that for any external 
conſideration we utterly deny and as becomes the Chil- 
dren and Servants of the only true God, we ſhall not, 
we cannot reverence, reſpect, or bow to the perſons of 

men, nor give flattering Titles, lealt as Elbe lays, in 
jb 32.22. [© doing our Maher d ſoon ake away | 


Reaſon 


for ever, 


The Teſtimonies of Ancient and Modern Writers, 


O which let me add a Teſtimony or two from the ur. out 
Writings of former times, 2s what through the of Luther 
prejudice that's received | 
reater moment, and moreſucceſfsfull : Marlerat our of 4 
. and Calvin, upon the remarkable pallige, ftbe 
Apoſtle James,gives us the ſence choſe primitive 
had of Repei to Perſons, in theſe words, viz. * To re- 
ns (bete) is to have regard to the outward 
habit, and garb the Apoſtle ſignifies hat ſuch reſpeRing 
ol perſons is ſocontrary to true Faith, that they ate ſou 
© together inconſiftant 3 but if the pomp, aud oth 
' worldly regards nn what is of Chriſt, its 


ſpect 


Riaſon XV. 
fobn, who would bave paid homage to the Angel that Rev. xs, 
had communicated thoſe Myſteries to him, was forbid--* 9- 
den, ſeying, 1 aw thy Felow-Servart , much lefs 
we to mortal men. 


Reaſon XVI. 

And laſtly, from what hath been ſaid of the Natare of 
trat Howenr, and this falſe Honewr, and from what Scrip- 
ture Reaſon, and Example do afford, as well as from « 
Infallible ſence we have of the corrupt ground and na- 
ture of theſe vain ReſpeRts, fond Ceremonies, and titular 
Honours, in obedience to the God whom we ſerve, we 
utcerly diſclaim thoſe Cuſtoms, as che off-ſpring of Pride, 
Vanity, Flattery, Laſt, Cc. which bave fo univerſally 
reigned over the Earth, andare the cuſtoms of the Nati- 
tions in their fallen and degenerate ſtate, from which we 
are redeem'd, and therefore live Witneſſes againſt all ſuch _— * 
(practices) as knowing its not for us to be conformable to Y * 
the faſhions of the world which paſi away, but trans ſorm d i® |; per. 1. 
the renewing of our mindes, that Te may do bus will, and abide 14. 
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* x ſign of a deceying Faith , yes, ſo great i the glory and 
* ſpleador of Chriſt in a pious Soul ; that ali the glories of 
the world bave no charms, no beauty in compariſon of 
* chat unto one ſo religiouſly inclined 5 the Apoſtle maketh 
ſuch reſpectiag * to be repugnant to the 
*LIGHT within them, inſomucb, as they who follow 
* thoſe practiſes are condemned from within themſelves z 
* ſo that ſanity ought to be the reaſon, or motive, of 
* all outward Reſpect, ard that none is to be honoured 
* upon any account but holineſs : But if fo, doubtleſs 
thoſe Nſeries of fantaftich Cringers, antick Dancing- Ma- 
fters, and flattering T emporiz.ers will be of very little repu- 
ration; but I ſhall add to theſe the Admonition of a 
learned Writer, called a Father, who lived aboue 1100 
= ſince, of great eſteem both with Proteftants and 
apiſts; namely, Jerome, who writing to a noble Ma- 
tron Celantis, directing her how to live in the midſt of ber 
proſperity and honors, amongſt ney other Religious 
Inſtructions, ſpeaks thus: Hred - nor thy Nobility, ner let 
that be a reaſon for thee to take place of any ; tſteem not theſe 
of 4 meantr extrattion to be thy inferiours, for cur Religion 
admins of mo reſpelt of perſons, nor doth it endnce m to ve» 
pete men from any external condition, but from their inward 
frame and diſpoſution of minds itt is hereby that we pronounce 
wen noble ha ; withGod, wot to ſerve ſin is to be free, and 
to excell in vertuc « #0 be noble, God bath choſen the mean and 
contemptible of this world whereby to humble the great one; 
beſides it M a folly for any to boaſt bus Gentility fines all are 
equally eftcem'd by Ce; the ranſons of the pror and rich coft 
Chriff an equal expenct of Blood, mor ut it material in what 
4 4 wan is born, the New Creature hath no diſt indie 
wt if we will forget bow wt all deſcended from one Father, 
we ought at leaff prrp*tually to remember that we have but 
one Saviour. But ſince | am ingaged againſt theſe fond and 
frothy Cuſtoms, (the proper effefts anddelights of vain 
and proud minds) let me yet add one much more memo- 
rable paſſage, as it is related by the famous Caſavbes in 
bis Diſcoutſe of V/e aud Cuſtom, where he briefly 9 — 
* 
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what paſt between Salpiris Severe and Paxlinw Biſhop 
of Nelas; (but ſuch a one as gave all to redeem Captive:) 
he brings it in thus: He is not counted a civil man now, 
* of late years amongſt us, who thinks it much, or refuſeth 
to ſubſcribe himſelf Servant, though it be to bis equal 
© or inferiour, yet Suit Severns was once ſharply chid 
© by Pawlinus for ſubicribing himſelf bis SERYANT 
in a Letter of his, ſaying, Take heed bereafter how thou 
being from a Servant caled into Liberty, doſt ſubſcribe 
* thy {elf Servant unto one who is thy Brother, and Fa- 


© ow-Servant ; for it is a ſinful flattery, not Wer: 


« bamility to pay thoſe bonours to 2 man, a ſinger, 
* which are due to the owe Lord, one Maſter, one God. 
This was the ſence thoſe times had of the Cuſtoms and 
Faſhions ſo much now reputed amongſt people that call 
themſclves Chriſtians, and their Succeſſors, *twas then a 
Sin, tit now an Accompliſhment ; 'twas then Flattery, tis 
now Reſpect ; tyas then fit to be ſeverely reproved, and 
now (alas /) it is to deſerve ſevere reprove not to uſe it 3 
O monſtrous vanity / O groſs impiety how mach 
( alas! ) howdeeply have thoſe whoare called Chriftians 
revolted from the plainneſs of the primitive dayes, and 
praiſes of holy men and women in former Ages ! and 
are become degencrated into the looſe, vain, proud and 
wanton Cuſtoms of the World, that knows not God, to 
whom «ſe bath made theſe things (condemned by the 
Scripture, Reaſon, and Example) almoſt natural ; and fo 
inſenſible are they of their bad eſlecte, that they not onely 
perfiſt to practiſe them, bur impudenly plead for them, 
and as impiouſly make a very mock of thoſe who cannot 
immitate them. I ſhall proceed to what remains yet fur» 
ther to be proved againſt thoſe other Cuftoms, the not 
conforming whereunto makes us ſo much we Stum- 
bling-block and fooliſhneſs of this inconſidetate and wan · 
ton Age. 


— 
—— — — 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 
7 welve Reaſons for T hou, not You 
to a ſingle Perſon. 


Zraſ. oo” I, 
ORDS are — as ſo many marks ſet and 


' imploy'd =u neceſſary intelligible medi- 
- uma, or fit means whereby men may ex- 


preſs their minds and conceptions to cath 
other, from er comes Society and Commerce. 


II. | | 
NI Word be divided ns many Nations; 
which for tr oſt part ws 3 uliar Language, 


Speech or Dialeck, yet ba ye cbncurr'd in t 
ſame numbers and perſons, as _ Rabin or ground of be 
Arithmeticiſ d iſtinction in matters, and proper ſignifica- 
tion of their minds: as for inſtance, 7 love, T be loveſ, 
He leveth, are of the fing ir numde  Tenporrin but one, 
whecher in the firſt, ſecond, or third Perſon ; 3110. love, 
Te be, They love, which are of the Plura) number, 'be- 
cauſe in each is implied more then one ; which undeniable 
Grammatical Rule might be eno to ſatisfie any that 
— 2 got their Accidence; tor if Thow love be for 

on 4 be be plaral; and if T hes love ſognifies 
one, wo 4135 many; Is it not 4s proper to ſay Thew 
love to ten wen, as to ſay Tow love to one mas ? or why not 
] leve, for We love, and + love inftead of I love doubt- 
leſs, it is the lame, \bough moſt improper and ridiculous. 


Reaſon III. 
Becauſe there is not another word extant in any Lan- 
guage oni deut one and many, fingelar and 


Luaſen 
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Reaſon IV. 

If it be improper of uncivil ſpeech, as teatmed by chis 
vain and ignorant Age; bow comes it that Kowes Au» 
thers ſhould be of ſuch eſteem in all your Schools and 
Univerſicies chat uſe no other? 


Reaſon V. 

Is it not very abſurd that Children ſhould be whipe at 
School for miſſing Thes for Tes or as having — 
Latine, if they place one number for another; and yet 
that we muſt be (if not whipt) Cl d, or at leaſt yo 
—5 and lang h d ar, when we uſe the fame propriety of 
ſpeech ? 


Reaſon VI, 


It is neither improper, not uncivil, but the contrary, 
becauſe uſed in all Languages, Speeches and Dialects, Jen 2.16. 
through al Ages, as for example, It was Gods Language — * 
when he firſt ſpake to Adam, called che Hebrew x allo the , ch. 14. 
Egyptian, Sedomitan, Garrarite, the Aſſyrian, the Caldran; . and 
It was the Language of Abaſneorm, who reigned over 127 hg. 20. 34 
Provinces ; twis Babilons; lu a word. theres not a Book 1. 
extant of all the Oriental Tony et, that doth not prove ws 1980 
and evidence the matter : And now amongſt the Twks, Hol 1 +, 
Tarters, Maſeovitts, Tudians, Prifians, Italians, Greths, chap 6 10. 
Spaniards, French, Dutch, German, Poloniars, Swedes, 030. 3. 
Danes, Iriſh, Scorifh, Welcb ; yea, all ſubdivided Dialects, 7. 
(ſo numerous) as well as we of Exglend, have no other 
word to ſignifie Owe from Two, Singular from Plural, then 
Tes for (but) One, and Tax for — leſs then) Two ; 
by which its evident that Tho is no upſtart, nor impro- 
per, bat the only fit and abſolute word for to be uſed in 
all Languages to a ſiagle perſon, Becauſe otherwiſe all 
Sentences, Speeches and D ſcourſes may be very ambiga- 

605, uncertain, and equivocal. If a ſury, ot Judge, pto- 
nounce a Verdict or Sentence, (three being at the Bar. up- 
on three differing occaſions) Jes are guilty, and to die 

| or 


Aowel's 
Hiſtory of Madam ; and men of ordinary Trades, in Cities of Exg- 
Frame. 


. 

or innocent. and diſcharged ; who knows what they mean, 
whether but one, or but two, or if all three ; and in all 
common diſcourſe it holds the ſame ; nor can this be a- 
voided but by Circumſtances, and many unneceſſary cir» 
cumlocutions ; and as the preventing of this was doubt - 
leſs the firſt Reaſon for its infticution; ſo cannot that 
be juſtly diſcuſſed till the Reaſon be firſt removed, which 
can never be whilſt ewo are in the world. 


_ VII, 

Becauſe it was firſt aſcribed in way of Flattery to proud 
Popes nnd Emperors, immitating the Heathen homage to 
their gods, thereby aſcribing a plural honour, as it one 


Pope bad been made of many Gods, and one Emperor of 


many meny for which reaſon Jes (only to be uſed to 
qany) became firſt to be ſpoken to one. 


Reaſon VIII. 

Suppoling Tow to be proper to a Prince, yet not to 
common perſons ; for uſually bis Edict, which runs, We 
Wilt «nd Require, is in conjunction with his Council; 
but irs not cuſtomary nor proper for private Perſons to 
write, We Will-and Require ; and therefore Tow to ſuch is 
an abuſe of the word: but as Pride firſt gave it birth, ſo 
hath ſbe only promoted it ; for Menfiewy, Sir and Madew, 
were originally names only uſed to the King, bis Brother, 
and their Wives, both in France and Enfland; yet now the 
Plowman in France is called a Monheur, and his wiſe 2 


land, a Sir, and his wife a Dame or Miſtreſs, ſo prevalent 
bath Pride and Flattery-been inal{ Ages, as Howell relates 
in bis Diſcourſe of France. 


Reaſon IX. 

Nor can Cuſtom (uſually brought to juſtific theſe) be 
of any force ; for though it may have power in ſome 
common matters, in the way of Commerce amongſt men, 
get can it never make chat ſence which in it ſelf is not fo, 
any 
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any more then to make a Herſe a Cow, or owe Alana 
7 howſands 


Reaſon X. 

Becauſe Cuſtom precedes that Authogity which gives 
life to any immitation (as coming from Cuſtom) but this 
preceeded Cuſtom, therefore not warrantable to be al- 
tered by any Authority ſo inferiour to its own. + 


Reaſon XI. 

If Thow be improper or uncivil, its to indice and ac- 
cuſe God himſel/, all the holy Fatbers and Prophets, Chriſt 
Teſs, bis Apoſtles, the Primitive Saints, and all Law- 
£uages throug bout tbe World; which were molt impudent. 


Reaſon XII. 


It ſhould not therefore be urged upon us, becauſe it is 
a moſt extravagent piece of pride & impudence in a mortal 
man to require or expect from bis Fellow-Creature more 
civil expreſſions, or gratefull terms, then he is wont to 
give the Immortal God, and Great Creator, in all his 
worſhip to him 4 nzy, but doth it not teach them to uſe 
it to one, fince the contrary implies plurality of Gods ? 
why not then a plurallity of men? but were we not ſo well 
tified with Arguments in our Defence; certain we are 
that the Spirit of God ſeeks not theſe ReſpeRs, nor Ti- 
tles, much leſs pleads for them, or would be wroth with 
any that conſcientiouſly refuſe to give them but that this 
vain Generation is guilty in all theſe reſpects is but too 
palpable: har — — Cringing,what Scraping,what 
ve Words, moſt by perbolical Expreſſions groſs Flatteries and 
plain Lyes do men and women ſpend their precious time in ! 
Ah, my Friends! whence ferch you theſe Examples ? 
what Chapter, and what Verſe of all the Writings of the 
holy men of God warrants theſe things ? Is Chriſt your 
example herein, whoſe Name vou pretend to bear; or 
thoſe Saints of old, that bad forſaken the reſpeft of 
Perſons, and relinquiſhed the Cuſtoms, Faſhions, Her 


nour \ 
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Jam. 2. 1, nour and Glory of the World, which fade and paſs away, 
+, +4 5» whoſe qualifications lay not in external Geſtures, Comple- 
— ments, &c. but in a tneek and quiet Spirit, adorned with 
” remperance, vertue, modeſty, gravity, patience, which 
were tokens of true honour, and onely badges of reſpect 
and nobility in thoſe Chriſtian times? O no, but is it not 
to expoſe our ſelves both to your contempt and fury, that 
Row. 1 12, WE immitate them therein: And are not Rowancer, Plays, 
Be £44. Lampoons, Ports, Montehanks, Fidlerr, and ſuch like Buf- 
1 Tim g. fanly converſation that which moſt delights you? for had 
6. you the Spirit of Chriſtianity indeed, how could you 
conſume your time in ſo many unneceſſary Viſits, Flays 
and Paſtimer; in Complements, Conrtſbips, fais d Stories, 
Flatteries, and what net, which never was the Chriſtian 
way of Living, but the penn, of the Heathen that knew 
wot God? Oh, were your minds transformed, and had 
you known what it were to have been born again, to take 
up the Croſs, and live therein, theſe things (which ſo 
much pleaſe the wanton ſenſual nature) ſhould find no 


a place : This is not ſeeking the things that art above, to have 
* * * the beart ſet thus on things that are-bilow: T his got working 
Phil. . U l. out Salvation With fear and trembling : This is not crying 
Job 3:.22 with Elibs, [kwow not to give flattering title to men, in 

ſo doing my Maker wonld ſorn take me away This is not 
Luk 9. 23+ to deny that ſelfsſþ part that won delight it ſelf in worldly 
APD pleaſures, invented by men to gratifie the laſt of people 3 nor 

IT, * co 


or ſake the faſbions of the world, which paſs . layin 
wp for a more enduring Subſtance, and 1 
Mar. 8.34. i» the Heavens, which ſhall never paſs away. Well, my 
Heb, 11. Friends, what ever you think, your les of Caen will 
141% 16. ſinde no Plea at the Dreadfull Tribunalz- and this Spirit, 
againſt which we teſtiſie, ſhall then appear to be what we 
IT 48, 


37.39. 
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—— — 


The T eſtimonies of ſe everal Writers. 


em the grand Reformer, whoſe Sayings were Ore Luther 
cles with the Age he lived in, and of no lefs Reputati- Lud. lor. 
on now with many, was ſo far from condemning our plain 
Speech, that in his La be ſports bimfſelf with a You to 

a Single Perſon, as a moſt ridiculous and impertinent Cu- 

ftom ; viz. Hagifter vor et ira, which is juſt as good 

ſence as to ſay, op Mſn, tho art angry or what elſe you 

will that can be ridiculouſly abſurd. 

Eraſmus, a Learned man, and then whom I know nor „. 
any, we may fo properly defer the matter too; Not only Coll q. 
mocks ſo impertinent a Speech, but beſtows a whcle Diſ- 
courſe upon its Refutation, plainly marifeſting, that its 
impoſſible to preſerve Numbers, if Tow, the only mark 
ſor two be u d to expreſs one, as that the original of it 
was Flattery ; and paticularly, 

In Spein, who knows not bow contumeſous it is among g. H. 
the manly People to ſpeak in the plural number to a fingle pan. 
perſon ; whole gravity and conſtancy do's not a little con” 
demn the fooliſh, fanraftick and inconſtant humor of our 
pretended Reformed Country. 

And Lip, maugre all contradiction, proves that the Lipf, ad- 
ancient Rewans alwayes Thou'd and Thee'd their Senators ver. voll. 
and Emperors; and further afficmed, that there was no 
ſuch thing as Cap-Hoewoxr, or Titular-Reſpets amongſt 
them. 

And to conclude, Hemi in his Hiſtory of France, gives gy, wa. 
us an ingenious Account of its original; whete be of France 
not only aſſures us, that anciently the Peaſant Thou d the 
King, but that Pride and Flattery firſt put inferiours up- 
on paying « plural ReſpeR to the ſingle perſon of every 
Superiour, and Superiours upon receiving, and at the 
laſt requiring it; and though we had not the practice of 
God and men, to ſo undeniably juſtifie our plain Expreſſi- 
ons; yet ſince we are perſ that its original was from a 
pare 


(21) | 
partial Reſpect, and meer Flactery, we cannot in Conſcience 
gratifie them, not uſe itz and however we miy be ſenſur'd as 
fingulac by thoſe looſe & airy minds, chit through the con- 
tinual enjoyment of earthly pleaſures, have loſt the weigh- 
ty, ſolid and heavenly ſence of things, yet not to us whom 
od Almighty bas convinced by his Ecernal Spirit, of the 
folly and evil of ſuch courſes, and brought into a fpiricual 
diſcerning of che nature and ground of ſuch things, wich 
their d s, they appear co be fruits of Pride and 
Flattery, and we dare not run into thoſe vain compliances 
to earthly minds ; but having been ſincerely affected with 
the reproofs of Inſtruction, and our minds brought into 
a watchfull ſubjection to the righteous Law of Jeſus, we 
cannot conform our ſelves to the Faſhions of the World 
that paſs away, Knowing aſſuredly chat for every idle 
word men ſpeak, they ſhall give an account in the day of 74 
ent. 
And therefore, I would beſeech all people to be cauti- 
ous how they reproach us on this occaſion; bur rather 
that they would ſeriouſly weigh in themſelves, whether it 
be the ſpirit of the World or of the Father that is fo 
angry with our honeſt, plain and harmleſs 7 hou and Thee ; 
that ſo every Plant chat God himſelf bath not planted may 
be rooted our. 


(17) 


= 
* 


C HAP. III. 


Several ſober Reaſons urg d againſt the vain Apparel 
and uſual Recreations of the Age(as Gold, Silver, 
Fmbroyderies, Pearls, precious Stones, Lockets, 
Rings, Pendents, breaded and curl'd Locks, Pain- 
ting, Patching, Laces, Points, Ribonds, unnece / 
ſary change of Cloaths, ſuperfluous Proviſion out 
of ſtate, coſtly and uſeleſs Attendence, Rich 
Furnitures, Plays, Farts, Mulbery and Spring- 
Gardens, Treats, Balls, Masks, Cards, Nice, 
Bowl, Cle /s, Romances, Comedies, Poets, Riddles, 
Drollery, vain and unneceſſary Viſits, &c.) by 
which they are proved incon{iftent with a Chri- 
ſtian life, and very deſtrattive of all civil ſociety. 


Reaſon 1 
Ecauſe Sin brought I firſt Coat : if there had been no * 0 
B fin, there had deen no need of Apparel; twas Adaw SRAL 


and Eve's fall, that made them firſt ſeek a Covering 3; They 
were once naked, and knew no ſhame ; bat after Tranſgreſſion chaps 2, 15, 
they were aſham d to be longer naked: Innocence was once x6,17, 
the only covering, but that being loft, Neceſſity put them to 
ſeck a worſe ; Ab bleſſed time, when Purity, not [gnorance, 
freed them ſrom ſuch ſhifts ! Since therefore fin brought ſhame, 
and ſhame ſtood fiiſt in need of covering, how impudently 
ſhameleſs ate thoſe, who pride and pleaſe themſelves in the 
D curioſity 
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hy 20 
firſt Inſtitution is groſly perverted ; the utmoſt ſervice that 
Cloaths originally were deſigned for, when fin had ſtript them 
of their native Innocence and great ſimplicity, was to cover 
their ſhame ; therefore plain and modeſt : next, to fence out 
cold, therefore ſubſtantial: Laſtly, to differ. Sexes, and 
therefore diſtinguiſhing; ſo that then meer neceſſity provok'd 
to Cloathing, now pride and vain cutioſity: In former times 
ſome bzneft obliged, but now wantonneſs and pleaſure : 
they minded them for covering , but now that's the leaſt 
part ; their greedy eyes muſt be provided with gaudy ſuper- 
Auities, & if they made their cloaths for triming M and as the 
leſs ſerviceable part, only for the ſake of other curieſities that muſt 
be tack'd aon them, although they neither cover ſhame, fence from 
cold, nor diſlinguiſh ſexes ;, but ſignally diſplay their want on, fant a- 
fick, full-fed, minds. Then the beit of Recreations was to 
ſerve God, be juſt, follow their vocations, mind their flocks, 
do good, exerciſe their bodies in ſuch practices as might be 
ſutable to gravity, temperance, and virtue ; Which now is ex- 
tended to almoſt every folly that carries any mark below open 
and ſcandalous filth (deteſted of the very Actors when they 
have done it) ſo much are men degenerated from Adam in hu 
diſobedience ; ſo much more confident and artificial are they 
grown in all Impieties; yea, their minds through cuſtom are 
become ſo very inſenſible of the inconvenience that attends 
the like follies, that what was once meer neceſſity, a badge 
of ſhame, at beſt, but a meer remedy ; is now the delight, 
pleaſure, ind recreation of the Age: How ignoble is it, how 
12nominious, and unworthy of a reaſonable Creature ? That 
which i indacd with nnderſtanding ſit to contemplate immortality, 
and made an aſſociate for God and Angel!, ſhould mind a little 
duft, a few ſhameful rag gi, inventions of meer folly ;, toes ſo apiſh 
and famaſtick,, enterta:nments, ſo dull and earthy, that a Rattle, 
a Baby, a Hobby-borſe, 1 Top, are by no means ſo fooliſh in 4 
fomple Child, nor wnworthy hu thoughts ; as that the like in 
tions ſhould exerciſe the noble mind of man and Image of th: great 
Creator of Heaven and Earth : This the very Heathens of old 
had ſo clear a ptoſpect of, that they deteſſed all ſuch foolery; 
looking upon curiofity of Apparel, and that variety of Re- 

Cieations 


21 
creations now in voge and eſtimation with Chiiſtizns, to be 
deſtructive of all good; as what more cafily ſtole away the 
minds of People, into wintonneſs, idlene(s, effeminacy ; 
avd made them only companions for the Bealt that'periſhes ; 
witneſs thoſe famous men, Socrates, Plato, Ariftider, Cato, 
Epilletus, cc. who plac'd true honour, and ſatisfiction in 
nothing below Virtue and Immortality : Nay, ſuch are the 
remains of Innocence amongſt ſome Moors and Indians to our 
times, that they not only Trafhque in a naked poſture ;- but if 
a firanger call'd a Chriſtian, fling out a filthy word, it's cu- 
fiomary with them, by way of Moral, to bring bim water to 
purge bis mouth ; how much do the like virtuous and reaſon- 
able Inſtances accuſe the People called Chriſtians, of grofle 
folly and intemperance? O that Men and Women would 
once be ſo charitable to themſelves, as to remember whence 
they came, what they are doing, and to what they mult te- 
turn ; that more noble, more virtuous, more rational, and 
heavenly things, may be the matters of their pleaſure and ſa- 
tisfaction; that they would once be perſwaded to believe, 
how inconſiſtant the folly, vanity, and converſation they are 
moſily exerciſed in, really are with the true Nobility of 8 
reaſonable Soul; and let that juſt Principle which taught the 
Heathens, teach them, leſt it be found more tolletable for 
Heathens, than ſuch Chriſtians, in the day of account; For if 
their ruder notions, and more imperte&t ſenſe of thinge, 
could yet diſcover ſo much vanity ; if their Light condemn'd 
it, and they in obedience thereunto, diſus'd it, it behoveth 
Chriſtians mach more : Chiiſt came not to extinguiſh, no, 
but to improve that Knowledge; and they who think they 
need do leſs now than before, had need to act better than they 
think. We therefore hence conclude, That the ſaſhi- 
ons and recreations now in tepute are very abuſive of their 
fiſt Inftitution, if ever they had any; and that the inconve- 
niencies that have attended them, as wamonneſ, id/encſs, 
pride, lait, reſpeft of perſons, (witneſs a Plume of Feathers, or 
a lace Coat in 1 Countrey-Viilage, nay, almoſt any where ; 
what firring > what ſcraping ? what bowing ? though perhaps 
he bz a High-way-man, rotten in body, and ſoul too) with 
18 
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the teſt cf the like fruits, are inconſiſtent with the Dut 
Reaſon, 2nd true Satisfaction of men; and abſolutely de. 
firutive of Wiſdom, Knowledge, Manhood, Temperance, 
Induttry, and whatſoever may render men truly noble, and 
truly good, as will more largely be diſcoutſed in its place, 


Rea/. 3. 


Theſe things which have been hicherto condemn'd, have 
never been the converſation nor practice of the Holy Men 
and Womenof old times, whom rhe Scriptures recommend 
for Holy Examples, worthy of imitatiov. Abrabam, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, were plain men, and Princes, 26 Grafiers ore over 
their families, and their flocks; they were not ſollici- 
tous cf the vanities ſo much lived in by the People of this 
Generation ; for in all things they pleaſed God by Faith the 
hilt forſock, bis Fathers houſe, Kindred, and Connirey; A ne 
Type or Fig"re cf that Self-denial all muft know that would 
have Abraham to their Father: They muſt not thick to live 
in thoſe pleaſures, faſhions, and cuſtoms they are call'd ro 
leave; no, but on the contrary, part with all, in hopes of the 
recompence of Reward, and that better Comntrey which is eter- 
nal in the Heavens, The Propbets were generally poor Mecha- 
ick /; one 2 Shepherd, another 1 Herm, &c. they often 
cry:d out upon the full-fed wanton /ſraelites, to repent, to 
fear and dread the Living God, to forſake the ſins and vani- 
ries they liv'd in; but never imitated them, John BaprifF, 
the Meſſenget of the Lord, who was ſarttified in hw Mothers 
womb, Preach d his Embaſlic ro the World, in a Cont of Ca- 
mels hair, 2 rough and homely garment ; nor can it be con- 
ceiv'd that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf was much better Apparell'd, 
who was 2 man of poor Friends, and of great plainneſs, in- 
ſomoch that it was uſual in a way of deriſion to ſay, Is not 
this Jeſus the Son of Joſeph, 2 Carpenter? And this Jeſus 
tells bis followers, That as for ſoft Raiment, gorgicus Apparel, 
and Delicacies, they were for Kings Courts ; implying, That 
He and his followers were pot to mind thoſe things; but 
ſcems plainly thereby to expreſs the great diffetence that is 

de twixt 
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betwixt the levers of the faſhions and cuſtoms of the world, 
and thoſe whom he hath choſen out of it. And be not only 
came in that mean and deſpicable manner himſelf, thereby 
to ain the pride of fleſh, but therein to become exemplary 
to his followers, of what a ſelf-denying life they muſt lead if 
they would be true Diſciples : Nay, de further leaves it with 
them in a Parable, that it migat make the deeper impreſſion, 
to the end that they might ſee ho inconſiſtent the pompous 
wolldly- ple aſing life is, with theKingdom he came to eſtabl.(h 
and call men to the poſſeſſion of; And that is the remarkable 
Rory of Dives, who is repreſented (1) As a Rich man, next Luc. 17. 19. 
a Volup nw man, in bus rich Apparel, bis many D ſbes, and his to the end. 
Packs of Doggs : And lakly, An uncharitable man; or one who 
wAi tos much concerr d howto pleaſe the luſt o the eye, the luit of 
the fleſb, and the pride of Life, and to fare ſumptuonſly every day, 
ever to take compaſſion of poor Lazarus at bis Gate ; no, bus Dogs 
were more pitiful, and kind than he: But the doom of this Jolly 
man, this great Dives, we read to be everlaſting totments; 
and that of Lazarw, eternal joy with Abraham, Iſaac, aud 
Jacob in the Kingdom of God, In ſhort, Lazarw was a good 
man, the other a great man; the one poor and tempetate, the 
other rich and voluptuous: too many of them are alive ; 
'T were well if bus doom might awaken them to Repentance, Not 
were the Apoſt/es the immediate Meſſengets of the Lord Jeſus 
Chiiſt, other then poor men, one 4 Fiſber- m, another 4 Mat.4.18, 
Tent-maker, and he that was of the greateſt (though not the Muar.9.9. 
honeſteſt) employment, was « Cuſtomer (perhaps ſome Waiter A, 18, 1, 
or the like) therefore its very unlikely that any of them 2, 3. 
w:re folluvers of the faſhions of the world ; nay, they were 
ſo far from it, that, is became the follow:rs of Chiilt, they 
liv'd poor, aff ied ſelf-denying lives, bidding theChurches to walk T:b 13.15, 
4 they bad them for ex«mples 5, and to (hut up this particular, 1 Cr. 4. 9, 
they give this pathetical account of the Holy Women in for. 10,11,12, 
mer times, 28 an inducement for all to do the ſame: name- 13,14. 
ly, That friſt they did abſt ain from Gold, Silver, breaded Hair, Phil. 3. 17. 
fine Apparel, or ſuch like 5, and net bat their Adornment was 4 1 Pet 2. 21. 
eck and quiet Spirit, and the hidden max of the heart, which Jam. 1p. 10. 
are of great price with the Lerd Affuming, That ſuch 4 live 1 Pet. 54, 
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1 Tim 5.6, in pleaſure, are dead whilſt & live; for that the Cares and Plea- 
Luk;8.14. ſwres of this life, choak, and deſtroy the ſeed 0 | the Kingdom, and 

quite binder all progreſs in the bidden and divine life. So that 

we find the Holy men and Women of former times were not 

accuſtom'd to theſe pleaſures, and vain recreations ; but ha- 

ving their minds ſet on things above, ſought another King. 
Heb.11.2, dom, which conſiſts T Righteonſneſs, peace; and joy in the Holy 
14.1516. Spirit 5 who bavin obtained a good report, are enter d into their 
Chap.4+9. eternal reſt : — their Works follow, and praiſe them in the 
Rev. 14. 13. Gates. 5 

Reaſe 4. 


Next, That both ſuch Apparel and Pleaſures ate not only 
with ſeverity reprehended 1n Scriptures, but are contrary to 
poſitive Injunctions and Precepts. It was the ground of that 
la mentable Meſſage by the Prophet Iſaiab, to the People of 

Iſa.;. 16. to Iſrael, Moreover, the Lord ſaid, Becanſe the Daughters of 
the end. Lion are baughty, and walk, with ftretebed-forth necks, and wax. 
ton eyes, walking and mincing 4s they go, and making a — 


with their fert; therefore the Lord will ſmite with @ ſcab, t 
crown of the head of the Daughters of Lion, and the Lord will 
The vt) diſcover their ſecret parts; in that day the Lord will take away the 
prattice aud þpravery of their tinckling Ornaments, and their Cauls (or Net- 
garb, and works in the Hebrew ) and their round T yres like the Moon ;; 
mean, and the Chains, and the Bracelets, and the ſpangled Ornaments; the 
vanity of this Boynets, and the ornaments of the Legs, and the Head-bands, and 
Age, being 44 the Tablets, and the Ear- Rings ; the Rings, and Noſe Jewel: ;; 
liable to the be changeable ſuits of Apparel, and the CManiles, and the 
Wrath of u himples, and the Criſping Pins ;, the Glaſer, and tht fine Lin- 
God. nen, and the Hoods, and the Vails : And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
inſlead of ſweet ſmells, there ſhall be a flinck ; and 11ſlead of 4 
Girdle, a Rent; and inſtead of wel- ſet Hair, Baldreſs ; ard in- 
flexd of a Stomacher, a girding of Sack: cloth, and Eurnnyg inſtead 
of Branty: Thy men ſhall fall |y the Sword, and thy mighty in the 
War ; And ber Gates ſhall lament and mourn, and ſhe being deſs. 
late, ſhall fit upon the ground. Behold! Ovain and foohſh In. 
habitants of England, your folly and your doom: You Ex- 
change-mongeis, who live by the like vanities 3 is not = 
Ke 
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lik trade, your * — — and your plet- 
ike your , » your ice, y 

ſure 77 read the Prophet Ezthiel's viſion of miſcrable Thre, 
what puniſhment her pride and pleaſures brought upon her; 
And amongſt many other circumſtances, theſe are ſome, 
Theſe were thy Merchants in all ſorts of things; In blue Cloaths, 
and broydered Work » and in Cheſts of rich Apparel, Emeranlds, 
Parple, fine Linnen, Coral, and Agate, Spices, with all preciows 
Stones and Gold 5 Horſes, Chariots, & c. for which bear part of 
ber dem; Thy Riches, and thy Fairs, thy Merchandiſe, and alt 
thy Company which © in the midſt of thee, ſhall fal into the midit 
of the Sea, in the dayof thy raine ; and the Inbalitants of the 
Iſles ſhall be aſtoniſhed at thee, and their Merchants ſhall bifs at 
tber, thow ſbalt be @ terrour, and ſhall be no more. 

Thus bath God declar'd his diſpleaſure againk the Cutioſity 
and vain Cuſtoms of this wanton World : Yet further the 
Prophet Zephaniah goes; far thus he ſpeaks, And it ſhall come 
to paſs, in the day of the Lord's Sacrifice, That I will puniſh the 
Princes, and the King Children, and all ſach a are cloath'd with 
ſtrange Apparel, Ot how evil Conſequence was it in thoſe 
times, for the greateſt men to give themſelves the liberty of 
following the vain Cuſtoms of other Nations, ot offering to 
ebange the uſual End of Cloaths or Appatel, to gratifie foo!ifh 
Curioſity ; who went to place a SatiSiaQtion in that which did 
not deſerve their Cue; and to make a meer Neceſſity mat- 
ter of Pleaſure, that rather ſhould put in mind of ſhame. 

This did the Lord Jeſus Chriſt expreſly charge bis Diſci- 
ples not to be careful about ; intimating that ſuch as were, 
could not be bis Diſciples ; for ſayes he, Tale no care what 
you ſhould cat, nor what you ſhould Ant, weit her whirewuthal 
ſhall you be clet bed, ( for after all theſe things ds the Gentiles 
ſeth) for your Heavenly Father kb that you bave need of all 
theſe things ; but ſcel ges firſt the Kingdoms of Gd, and bus Righ- 
teonſneſt, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you: Under 
which of Eating, and Drinking, 2nd Apparel, he comprehends 
all External matters whatſoever ; aud ſo much appears as 
well becauſe that they are oppoſed to the Kingdom of God and 
bis Righteouſneſs, which are iv and Heavenly things ;, 18 
that ihoſe very matters he _ them not to be caicful - 

bout 
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te the moi neceſſary, and the moſt innocent ; if then 


k 
- 1 theminds of dis Diſciples are nor to be ſolici- 


touf, much leſs in fooliſh, ſuperfluous, idle inventions, to 
gtatiſie the carnal appetires, and minds of men; ſo certain it 


Luk. 12,2915, that thoſe who live therein are none of his followers, but 
30, 31, 32, the Gemiles; and 2s be elſewhere ſayes, the Nations of the 
33, 34, 35» e, be know not Ged. H nom then the diſtinguiſhing meant 


between the Diſciples of Jeſus, and thoſe of the World, is, 
That one minds the things of Heaven, and God's Kingdom 


Rom.14-17. that ſhunds in Ribe Pract, and Joy in the Holy Get; 


being not careful of External matters(even the moli Innocent 
and Neceſſary.) And that the others, mind Eating, Diink- 
ing, Apparel, and the Aﬀeits of the World, with the Lufts, 
Ptcaſores, Profics, Honours, and the like; be you intreated 
for your Souls ſake, O Inhabitants of England, to be ſerious; 
to reflect a while upon your ſelves ; what care and ccftare 
you at, of time and money, about fooliſh, nay vicious thinge, 
fo far are you degenerated from the primitive Chriſtian life: 
What buying and ſelling, what dealing and chaffering, what wri- 
ting and poſhing what toy! and labow-,what noiſe burry, buſtle, and 
ronfuſion ; what lady, what little conſpiracy: and over-reachings, 
what tat ing, drinking, vanity of Apparel, moſt ridiculou 1. 
erration ; un ſhort, what riſing early, going to bed late, expence 
of precio tine i there about things that prriſh? View the 
Streets, Shops, Exchinges, ayes, Parks, Taverns, 
Ale-houſes, Bec, and is not the World, this fading 
World, writ uporevery-face ? Say not within your ſelves, 
How otberwiſe ſhould men live, and the World ſubſiſt? (the 
common, thougb irmpertinent ob jection) theres enough for 
all, let ſome content themſelves with leſs ; . few things plain 
and decent, ſerve to « Chriftian life: Tis Lax, Pride, A- 
Gerice, that thruſt men upon ſuch folly ; had God's Kingdom 
the exerciſe of their minds; theſe pexiſhing entertainments 
ſhould have hut little of theit time, ox thoughts; 
This Self-denying Decttie; W] tohfitm'd, nd enforc'd 
by the Apoſtles in their Example, as we have esch ſewn ; 
nad in their Precepty too, us we (hall yet evince in thoſe two 
moſt remarkablepelſiges of, Pan! and Peter, where they not 
| only 
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only tell us-what ſhould be done, but alſo ioterpret What 
ſhould be deny'd and avoided. 1s like er 1 will that x Tim, 2. 9, 
Women Adorn — — i mode Apparel z ( what's that? ) 10. : 
with (hamefeſineſs and ſobriety; nit with broidered Hair, Gold, 
or Pearls, or coſtly Array, (then theſe are immodeſt) bat (which 
lecemeih Wemen profeſſing godlineſs Y with good works ; abſolute- 
ly implying, that thoſe who Atte themiclves with Gold, Sil- 
ver, broidered Hair, Pearls, cofily Array, or the like, cannot be 
the Women profeſſing godlineſs ;, making thole very things to be 
contrary to modelty, and what's good ; and conſequently that 
they are evil, and unbecoming Women profeſſing Godlineſs, 
To which Peter joyns another Precept, after the like ſort ; 
viz, Whoſe Alorning, let it not be that outward Adorning, of plai- , p, ty. 33 
ting the Hair, and of wearing of Gold, or of putting on Apparel; 45 | 
(dat then? ) but let it be the hidden man of the beart, in that © 
which i not corrupt ible, even the Ornament of 4 mech, and quiet 
Spirit, which © in the fight of God of great price; ind as an in- 
ducement, be adds, For after this manner, in the old time, the 
Holy Women, who ſo traſled in God, Adorutd themſelves ; which 
doth not only intimate, that both Holy Women were ſo Adore 
ned, and that it behoves ſuch as would be Holy, and truſt 
in the Holy God to be ſo Adorned ; but 4/ſo that they who uſed 
theſe forbidden Ornaments, were the Women and People inal 
Ages, that ( for all their talk) were not Holy, nor did truft jn 
Ged ; They ſo far are ſuch from truſting in God, that the A- AY 
poſtle Paul expreſly ſayes, That they who live in pleaſures, are 1 Tim. 15. 
dead (to God) whilft they live, And ſayes James, They 7 1M 6. 
live wantonly on Earth, ſlay the Tu. They farther enjoyn d, Jm. 5. 5,6. 
That Chriſtians ſbenld have their Converſation in Heaven, and Epbeſ- 4. 22. 
their minds fixed on things abave ; walk boneſily as inthe day, not Phil. 3. 20. 
in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, not i Chambring and Yaptonneſs, Col.3,1,2,3, 
not in Emvy and Sirife ; let not Fornication Wncleanneſs, or Co 4. 
veton[ſneſs be once named amongit you ; neither Filchineſt, nor Rom. 13.13, 
fooliſh talking or jeſting, which are not convenient, but rather 14. 
giving of thanks ; And let no corrupe Communication proceed out Eph,5.2. 3. 
F your mouth, but that which is goed, to the uſe of edifying, that Eph.4.29. 
it may miniſter Grace unte the Hearers : But put ye on the Lord 
Jefus Chritt, and make no har for the fleſh, to fulfil the deſire Rom. 13. 14. 

2 


thereof ; 


| 


(28) 
Epbeſ. 4.30. thereof, And, grieve not the Holy Spirit ; ( intimaing ſuch 
247 4 Converſation # ) bat eye faden, 40 «a dear cine ; 
1. 35,16, walk circumſpeftly, not as Fools, but @ Wiſe ; redeeming the tim 
becauſe the dayes are evil, Meaſure your ſelves hereby, O you 
Inhabitants of the Land, who thisk your ſelves wrong'd if 
not accounted Chriſtians ; ſee what proportion your Lite and 
Spirit bear wich theſe moſt Holy and Self-denying Precepts 
and Examples. Well, my Friends, my Sow! mourns for you; 1 
have been with you, and among you ; your Life and Paſtume are 
wet ſlrangert to my Obſervation ; and with Compaſſion, yea, a 
prefſible pity I bewail your folly; O that you wonld be wiſe ! © 
that the felt Principle in your ſelver were beard ! O that Eterni« 
ty bad time to _ « little with you! Why ſhould your Beds, your 
Glaſſer, your Cloaths, your Lever, your Player, your Parks, your 
Treats, your Recreation, ( poor periſhing royes) beave all your 
Souls, your Time, your Care, your Purſs, and Conſideration ? Be 
ye admoniſhed, I beſeech you in the Name of the Living God, by 
one that ſomg of you know bath bad bus ſhart, and conſequently time, 
to know bow little the liks vanities conduce to true and ſolid bap- 
pineſs; Ne, my Friends, God Almighty knows (und would God 
Gal.6, 4, 5, you would believe and follow me) then end is ſhame and ſorrow, 
6,7,8,9, Faithful is that moſt Holy One, who hath determin'd, That 
Rom. 2, 5,6, every Man and Woman ſhall reap, what they ſow ; and will not 
, 9. trouble, anguiſh, ind diſappointment, be a (a0 and dreadful Har- 
velt for you to reap, for all your miſpent time about ſuperſſui- 
tics, and vain recteations F Retire then, grieve not the Hol 
Spirit in your ſelves ; Redeem precious abuſed time; frequent ſach 
Converſation as manifeſt the ſame : So ſhall you follow the Ex- 
amples, and keep the Precepts of Jeſus Chriſi, and all big 
followers, For hitherto, we have plainly demonfitated that 
no ſuch way of Living, as is in requeſt among you of the 
z ever war, — truly Chriſtian. 


Real. 5. 


Phil.3. 20. Becauſe the beſt of Reerestions is to do good, end all 
Chriſtian cuſtoms ſhould be to act with remperance, and for 
ſome good and beneficial end which more or leſs may bein 

every 


(#9) 
every Aion ; at leaſt no ſuch evill Conſequences to attend ; x Pe. . 1 5. 
as for inſtance, If Men and Women yea by diligent to follow b. 10. 2, 


their C ings, the Aſſemblies of Aeli pia Pro. 1 5. 
ple, ui ſober N te be edified, and wic ted ones to reform 1 Pet. 4. 9, 
thew : to be care in the Turton of their Children, exemplary 10,11. 


to theiy Servants, relieve the Neceſſit oa, ſer the Sick, adi Eph. 6. 4. to 
fter to their 2 and wndiſpeſuiont, endeavenr Prace . 11 

mongft their Neig 1; Alſo te find) mederattly ſuch com- Mat.25.36 
mendable and profirable Artr, „ Navigation, Arichmutick, 35, ; 
Grometry, Huabandry, Medicine; toread the beſt reputed Hi. 5% 1.4. 
flories of ancient tines; to Spin, Sow, Knit, Weave, Garden, or Chap 4.8. 
the liks Homſe-wife and benefit (the practice of the © 
greareſt and nobleft Matrons and Youth among the very Hea- 

thens;) brlping others, who for want, are wnable te bee Servants 

to eaſe i hem in thei neceſſary affairs ; often, and private retive- Gen. y. 24 
ments from all Worldly Enjoyments ; ſecret, and fleady M l. x, 2. 
ont on the Divine Life, and Heavenly Inberitance ; which to 63.6, x19, 
leave undone, and proſecute othet things under the notian of 15. 23.48. 
Pleaſures, i acemrfed Luft, and Ii: Beſides, , 43. 15. 
it is moſt vain in any to object, That bey can't do theſe #l- 

wayes, and therefore why mayn't they uſe theſe common di- 

verſions > For 1 atk, What would ſuch be at > what would 

they do? and, what would they have? They that have 

Trades, bave not time enough to-do the half of what bath 

b:en recommended ; And as for thoſe who have nothing to 

da, — indeed do nothing (which is worſe) but ſin, which is 

worſt of all] bete is variety of pleaſanc, of profitable, nay, 

of very honouteble Employments, and Diverfions for them: 

Such can with great delight fit at a Play, 1 Ball, 4 Moſque, at f © 3, 
Cards, Dice, Check, Drinking, Reveling, Feafting, and the # . 

like, an entite day; yes, turn night into day, and invert 

the very Order of theCreation to their Luſtu, & were it not for 

Eating and Sleepiug, it would be paſt a doubt, whether they 

would ever find a time to ceaſe from thoſe vein, and ſinful Eceleſ.11 
paltimes, tin che baſty Calls of Death, ſhould ſummon their * 
Appearance in another World ; yet do-they-think it intoller- 
able, and norpofſible for any to fit ſo long at a profitable, ot 
Heaveoly Exerciſe : But how do theſe think to paſs their vaſt 
Eternity 


(30) 

Eccleſ.1 1.3, Eternity away ? For athe Tree fas ſo ut he: : Let none de- 
ceive themſelves, dot mock their immortal Souls, with « 
pleaſant, but mot falſe, and pernitious dream, that they (hall 
be chang'd. by ao itteſiſtable and ga ga in. ny Power, juſt when 
their Souls take farewel of their Bodies ; No,no, my Friend, 

— 6.4,5» What you have Sowen, that ſhall you Reap ; ; if Vanity, Folly, 
„8,9. vihble Delights, fading Pleaſures, po better ſhall you ever 

64h J. 4,5. reap than Corruptions, Sorrow, and the woful Anguiſhof E- 

ternal Diſeppojntments : But alas ! what's the reaſon that the 

Cry is ſo common, muſt we alwayes dote on theſe things? 

1 Why, moſt certainly it is this, becauſe they know not what 

Phi!.4. 6,7. is the Joy, and Peace, of almayes ſpeaking, and acting 28 in 

Eph, 4. 18, the preſence of the moſt Holy God ; they paſs ſuch vain un- 

* deriſtandings, dukned with the ploties and pleaſures of the 

Mat. 13: 8, Godd of this Wolld, whoſe Religion it ſo many mumbled, or 

9. | ignorantly-devont-ſaid Words, as they teach Parrats; forit they 

Ken. lo. a. were of thoſe whoſe heart are ſet on things above, and whoſe 
treaſure was in Heaven, there would their minds inbabit; 
and their pleaſure conſtantly be; and ſuch who call that a 
burden, and ſeek to be refreſhed by other viſible Delights, 
a Play, „ Morrice-dance, aPunchancllo, 4 Ball, a Maſque, 
Cards, Dice, or the like; I boldly firm, not only never 
knew the Divine Excellency of God, and Truth, but there- 
in declate themſelves moſt unht for tht m in another World; 
for how poſhbly can they be delighted to. an Erervity of 
years and Ages, with that Satisfaction which is ſo tedious and 
i:kſome for ſo triſflivg a time 28 thirty or forty years ? n that 
for a ſupply of Recreation to their minds, the little toyes and 
fopperies of this periſhing World mult be brought into pra- 
ice, and requeſt ; Surely thoſe who are to reckon for eveiy 

At. 12. 36. idle word, muſt not uſe Sports to paſs away that zime, Which 

hs. 15, "they are commanded diligently to Redeem, confidexing no 

10 leſs work is to be done then making their Calling avd Electi- 
on ſure ; nor ſtudy Recreations to their vain minds, and 

_ 3-14, ſpend the greateſt part of Dayes, and Months, and Years 
therein, nat allowing a quarter of that time towards the great 

2 = 2. 10. concerament of their Lives and Souls, for which that time 

Co/, 4.5- was givenibem ; there's but little need to drive away that 


by 


— 


9 —_— - — — — 


a 6 (3r) | 
dy fooliſh divertiſements, which flyes iy fo ſwiftly of its 
ſelf ;' and when once gone, is never tobe recalled - Player, 
Parks, Balls, Treats, Romances, Love Sonnets, and the like, 
will de u very invallid Plez for any other purpoſe than their 
Condemuation ( who are taken, and delighted with them ) at 
the Revelation of the Rightrow Judgment : Omy Fiiends, 
Theſe never were invented, nor employ'd; but by that 
mind which bed firſtloit the Joy, and riviſhing Delights of 
God'sHoly Preſence 3. ſo that we conclude; ry That of 
thoſe many exceſent employments already mentioned, as wor- 
thy to diſpoſſeſs ſuch minds as are inclin'd to the vanities of 
their other recreations, there is ſtore enough of time, not only 
to rake up1heir ſpare hourt, du double ſo much, and that with 
great delight, diverfion, ind profit, both to themſelves and o- 
thers, (were they but once weaned from vain and fruitleſs 
foppeties, and did they but conſider how great the Satisſacti- 
on, and how certain the Rewards are which attend this, and 
the other Life, for ſuch univerſal Benefits, and virtuous Ex- 
amples.) The ſecond concluhon is, That my Resten cen be 
diſpleafing, not the baniſhing theſe vanities from rheirdotivg 
minds, ungtateſul to node burſuch as knownot What ic is to 
walk with God, to prepare for an eternal Manon, to bave 


the mind exerciſed on Heavenly, znd goodrhings, to follow . 


the examples of the Holy Men and Womed of former hep- 
py Ages, that know not Chriſt's Doctrine, Life, Death, Re- 
ſurrection, but only bre their minds fafinet to the fleſh; 
and by the objects of it are allured, deceived; and miſerably 
ruined ; and that laftly deſpiſe Heaven, zncÞrbe {that 
ace not ſeen (thongh Ecetnal) for t few periſtiing rtifles that 
they do ſee, rhough they tre determiu d to piſs iWay ;* How 


1T7:m.4.4, 
5,6%, tothe 
17. 


Rem. G. 3,4, 


theſe art baptized with Chrift into bu Holy Life, ernel Suffer. 5.6,7,9, 
ings, ſhameful! Death, and raiſed mth bim te Deren, Cor. 12.13 
Hes, eh Mtditation!, «a Droine new Life, that ſhowld be Uaily Gal. 3.27, 
(not babling formal words) but yrowrng in thi-know edj ef Hr. Col. 2. 12, 
venly Mfyiteriet; and ' all Halibe , toen wits the ee of thy * 3 
Pre Feſm (Fri, the great Etample of dll How, 1 (ay, Epb. 3. 12; 
theſe ceſcmble ſuch moſt - neceſlary Chiittian-qualifcations, 13 


and 


Fob. 3 
16. 


, 9. 


* 


cheit own Conſciences (if not quite {mothered) 
Reaſ. 6. 


(32) 
and what (hare they have therein, let the juſt Principle in 
declare. 


Next, Such Attites and Paſtimes, do not only ſhew the 
exceeding worldlinels of Peoples inclinations, and their ve- 
ry great ignorance of the Divine Joyes, but by imiratiog 

rc. {hele faſhions, and frequenting theſe places, and divaghons 
1 got only much good is omitted, but a certain door is opened 
for much evil to be committed; as firſt, Precious time (that 


wete worth a world in a dying bed) is loſt ; Money 
be employ'd for ſome general good, vainly expend 


that mighe 
ed; Ples- 


ſure is taken in meer ſhame ; Luſts are gratify'd ; the Mindy 
of People alienated from Heavenly things, and exercis'd a- 
bout meer folly ; Pride taken in cloatbs, fart given te cover 
nakedneſi, whereby the Creature is neglected, and the Noble 


Creation of God dilregarded, and men become 
by their Trims and the A-la-· mode - neſs of their 


ceptable, 
tels, and 


Apparel ; from whence teſpect to Perſons ſo naturally does 
ariſe, that to deny it, is to aftcm the Sun ſhines not at doon 
Jam.2. 1,2, day ; nothing being more notorious, than the Cringing, Scra- 
34» 5» 6,7, ping, Sirring, and cAladowing of Perſons, according to the 
eaudineſs of their Attire ; which is molt deteſtable to God, 
and ſo abſolutely forbidden in the Scriptuzes, that to do ir, is 
to incur the breach of the whole Law, and conſcquently the 
puniſhment thereof, Next, What great holes do the like 
practices make in men's Eſtates? hoy are theis vocations neg» 
Iced? young Women deluded? the Martiage-bed invaded ? 
Contentions, and Family Animaſities begotten? partings of 
Maa and Wiſe? diſ-inbetiting of Children? diſmiſſing of 
Servants? On the other hand, Servants made ſaves, Chil- 
dren diſregarded, Wives deſpiſed, and ſhamefully abuſed 
through. the intermperance of their Husbands, which either 
puts them upon the ſame extravigance; or laying ſuch cruel 
io juſtice to heart, pine away all their dayes in grief and mi- 
ſery ; But above all thoſe wretched Inventions, the Play- 


bowſes, 


(33) 
houſes, like ſo many bellſh Seminariesr, ue the moſt-pernici- 


oully conducing to theſe ſad and miſerable ends; where little Pal. 4. 2. 


beſide frothy, wanton, if not directly obſcene and profane 13. 3. 


bumouts are repreſented, which are of notorious ill conſe- 
quence in the minds of molt (eſpecially the youth) that fre- 
quent them. Next, idle, deboyit, and impiouſly unclean 
Stagers ate encourag'd, and maintain'd (then which (carcely 
a greater abomination can be thought on, of that tank of Im- 
pieties, as Will anon particularly be ſhown, and that no- 
thing but the great pleaſure People take therein, could blind 
their eyes from ſeeing.) And laſtly, the grand indiſpoluion 
of mind to ſolid, ſerious, and heavenly employments, by the 


almoR continual, as well as ſeemingly pleaſant tumination Fob. 35. 13; 


of thoſe various adventures they had lately been eatertain'd 
with, which in the more youthful, can never bir amiſs to en- 
flame, and animate their boyling and aiery Conftitutions;and 


io the reſt of the common Recreations of Balls, Maſques, Eccleſ. 2. f, 


Treats, Cards, Dice, Check,, Cc. there ate the like opportu- 2+ 
dities to promote the like evils. And yet farther too; bow 
many diſorders, quarrels, Animohties, nay, Murder it (elf, as 
well as expence of Efates, and precious time, have been the 
immediate conſequences of the like Recreations and Pra- 


Aices? In ſhort, Theſe were the wayes of the Gentiles that £p8-4+ 17, 
knew not God, but never the practice of them that feared 18,19, 20, 
bim; nay, the more Noble amongſt the Heathens themſelves, 21, 22,23. 
namely, Anaxagoras, Socrates, Plato, Antiſtbiner, Ariſtides, 24425 « 


Cato, T why, Epdletu, Seneca, fe. have leſt their diſguit tothe 
like vanities up Record, as od, and defiyuTtive, not only of the 
honour of the Immortal God, but of all good Order and Govern- 
ment, as leading into looſene[ſs, idle, Ignorance, and eff eminacy, 
the grand Cankgri, and bane of all States and Empires But ſuch 
is the Latudioarian impudence of this Age, that they Cano- 
144 themſelves for Saints, if not guilty of every Newgate- 
filch, and kgnnel-11wpicty, and ſo the pretended innocency of 
theſe things ſteals away their minds into the uſe of them, and 
their great delight in them ; nay, it givesthem confidence to 
plead for them, and by no means will they think the contrary: 
but why ? becauſe it is a liberty that feeds the fleſh, and 

F gratifies 


(34) 
gratiſies the luſtful eye, and pallate of poor Mortality, where. 
fore they think it a laudable condition to be in equality to the 
Bealt, that cats, and drinks but what his nature doth require, 
although the number's vety ſmall of ſuch | ſo very exorbiranc 
are men and women, in this preſent Age: for either they do 
believe their Actions depend upon theit own will, ſo as that 
they may do what they pleaſe, without accounting for it; or 
elſe at beſt, that nor to be Rain'd with the vileſt vickedneſs, 
in matter of great boaſting [and indeed it is ſo in a time when 
nothing is too wicked to be done] But certainly it is a fign of 
great and univerſal Impiety in a Land, when not to be guilty 
font, the very Heathen loath, © to be irt; yes, and (Chri- 
ian too, c& that to mo ſmall degree of Repwration; Nay, but is it 
not to be greatly blinded, that thoſe we call »fidels, ſhould 
deteſt thoſe practices as infamous, which People that call 
themſelves Chriſhans cannot, or will not ſee to be ſuch, bur 
guild them over with the fair Titles of Ornament, Decency, Re- 
creation, and the like > Well, my Friends, if there were do 
God, no Heaven, no Hell, ao holy Examples, no Jeſus Chriſt, 
: in C:ots, Doct ine, Death, and Reſurrection to be confotm'd 
Phil.4. 6, 7, unto, yet wonld Charity to the Poor, Help to the Netdy, Peace a. 
19. mongit Neighbours, Vit to the Sick, Care of the Widdow and 
Job 24. 12. Fatberlefs, with the reſt of thoſe Temporal goed Offices, already 
Pſa.103-22+ reed, be @ nobler Employment, and much more neceſſary, well 
Prov. 1 B. 14 as worthy of your diligence, and pains > Nor indeed it it to be 
Pſal. 51.17. conceived, that the way to Glory, is enclos'd and ſmooth'd 
Mat. 5. 4. with ſuch variety of carnal Pleaſures ; no, alas ! Comviftion, 
Luck, 6. 25. a wonnded Spirit, a broken Heart a regenerated Mind, in u word, 
Rom. 2. 7. [mmortality would then prove 2s meer fictions as ſome make 
Pſal.40.8. them, and others therefore think them, if rhe like practiſes 
Prov.13.21. ate not for ever to be extinguiſh'd, and expell'd all Chtiſhan 
Rem. v. 22. ſociety , for I afficm, That to one who internally knows God, 
Heb. 11. 13, and hath a ſenſe of his bleffed Preſence, all ſuch Recreati- 
I4,15,16. ons are death; yea, more dangerouſly evil, and more apt to 
Real away the mind from its Heavenly cxercife then groſſet 
Rem. f. 25, Tmpietics ; for they gte ſo bigzrhey are plainly ſeen ; ſo dirty 
26, 27, te they arccakily deteſied, which Educetion, and common Tem- 
33- petince, a8 vell as Conſtitution in man, teach them to abhor ; 


( 35 
and if they (ſhould be 3 they "carry with them a Eyb. 13-12 
proportionable conviction : but theſe pretended Innocents, Fob 1. 4. 
theſe ſuppoſed harmeleſs Satigfations me more ſurprifiog, 
more fatal, more deſtructive ; for as they eafily gain an ad- Mat. 27. 38, 
miſſion of their ſenſes, ſo the more they pretend to Innocen- 39. 
cy, the more do they ſecure the minds of People in the com- 
mon uſe of them, till they become ſo inſenfible of their evil 
Conſequences, that with a mighty confideace they can plead 
for them, 
But, as this is plainly not to deny themſelves, but on the 

contrary, to employ theſe vain Inventions of carnal Men and * J. 2. 15, 
Wonen, to gratifie the defire of the Eye, the deſire of the Fleſh, 16, 17. 
and the pride of Life; all which, exerciſe the mind below the 
divine and only true Pleaſure, (or elſe tell me what do.) 
So, Be it known to ſuch, That the Heavenly Life, and Chri- 
tien Joyes are of another kind, ( as hath already been ex- 

reſs'd) nay, that the true Diſciples of the Lord Chriſt muſt 

2 hereunto crucified, as to Objects and Enjoyments that at- 
tract downwards, and that their affeRions ſhould be ſo rais'd 
to « more ſublime and ſpiritual Converſation, as to uſe this 
World, even in its molt innocent enjoyments,a8 if they us'd 
it not; but if they take pleaſure in any thing below, it (hall 
be in ſome of thoſe good Offices before-mention'd, whereby 
benefit may redound in ſome reſpect, in which God is ho- Joþ.36, 7. 
nour'd over all viſible things, the Nation reliev'd, the Go- Pſal.5.12. 
verament bettet d, themſelves rendred exemplary of good, Pl. 37. 25. 
and thereby juſtly intituled to preſent Happineſs, a ſweet Me- 29. 
morial with Poſterity, and to a ſcat at his Right hand, where Prov. 10. 7. 
there are Joyes and Pleaſures for ever ; than which, there can be May. 14. 9. 
nothing more honourable, nothing more certain, world wich- Pſa, 16. 10. 
out end. 


: 


Nea. 7+ 
Lek. 16. 13. 
There ſhould be no vanity of Apparel, nor Recreations,com- Jeb. 15. 17, 
mon amongſt thoſe who would be Chriflians indeed, becauſe 18, 19. 
both that which invented them, delights to bave them, and pleads Ch, 16,20, 
ſo ſtrongly for thew, & inconſiſtent with the trus Spirit of Chri- Cb. 17. 15, 
F 2 1anity 3 16, 17. 


(36) 
2 Pet. 3. 11. flianity; nor doth the very nature of the Chriſtian Religion admit 
of theſe things. 

H:b.11. 24, Fortherctore was it that Immortality and Eternal Life was 
25,26,27, thereby brought to light, that Mortality, and all the plea- 
ſures of it, in which the world lives, might be forgone, and 
. relinquiſhed; and for that reaſon it is that nothing leſs than 
immenſe Rewards, and eternal Manhons are promiſed, but 
Rom. 8. 18. that Men and Women, might therefore be encourag'd wil- 
2T;m.3.11, lingly to forſake the vanity, and fleſhly ſatisfactions of the 
12. World, and encounter with boldneſs the ſhame and ſufferings 
Heb.12.1,2, they mult expect to receive at the band of (it may be) their 
Mat.x0.37. neareſt, and otherwiſe deareſt Intimates, and Relations, 

For if the Chrittian Religion bad admitted the Poſſeſſion 
cf this World in any other ſenſe, than the ſimple aud naked 
uſe of thoſe Creatures really given of God for the neceſſity 
and convenience of the whole Creation ; for inftance, Did 
it allow all that Pride, Vanity, Curioſity, Pomp, Exchange of 
eApparel, Honours, Preferments, Faſhions, and the Cuſtomar y 
Recreations, with what ever may delight and grat fie their ſenſes : 

Mat.16.24* Then, what need of a daily Croſs f a ſelf-denying Life? wol- 
Lak. 9. 23. ing owt Salvation with fear and trembling ? ſeching-the things 
Phil.2. 12. that are above ? baving the Treaſure, and beart in Heaven ? 
Col.3.1, 2. Ny idle talking, no van jeſting, but fearing, and meditating all 
Epb.$-4,5. the day long > undergoing all reproach, ſcorn, bard uſage, bitter 
Neb.13.9. mockings, and cruel deaths? What need theſe things?-and why 
Pſal.112, 1, ſhould they be expected in order to that glorious Immortali- 
Pſal. 28. 14. ty, and eternal Crown ? if the Vanity, Pride, Expence, 
Pa. 119,97. Idleneſs, Concupiſcence Envy, Malice, and whole manner of 
Leb. 18.23. living among the called Chriſtians, were allow'sd ?. No, -cer- 
Heb.x 1,36. taivly, bot as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt well knew in what fooliſh 
1 Tim.4.10, trifles, and vain pleatures ( as well as groſſer impieties) the 
Heb. 10. 33. minds of M:n and Women were fix:d, and how much they 
vere degenerated from the Heavenly principle of Life, into 
a covetous ſeeking after the enjoyments of this periſhing 
World, ( nay, inventing daily new oncs, to gratifie their 
Lulis) ſo did he not le(s foreſee the difticulty that all would 
have to relinquiſh, and ſorſake them, at his call; and with 
what great uowillingneſs they would take their leave, and be 
\ 


veaned 


Ch.12, 27 
38. 22 
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weaned from them ; wherefore as inducements thereunto, he 
did not ſpeak unto them in the Language of the Law, as that 
they ſhould bave an Earthly Canaan, great Dignities, a nu- 
mero.s Iſſue, a long Life, and the like; no, rather the contra- 
ry (atleaſt to take theſe things as they ſhould (all ) but be 
ſpeiks to them in a higher (train, namely, That be «ſures 
them of a Kingdom, and a Crown that are Immoria/, that rei- 
ther T ime, Cruelty, Death, Grave, nor Hell, with all its inflru- Ch.22.29. 
ments, ſhall ever be able tg diſappoint, or take away from thoſe who Col,1.13, 
ſhould believe, and obey him; further, That they ſhould be taken 1 T hel. 2. 4 
into that neer Aliance of loving Friends, yeagbe intimate drving ] . 8. 
Relation of dear Brethren, and Co- heir with bim of all Celeſtial Jam. 2.5, 
Happineſs, and glorious Immortality; Wherefore, if it be record. 1 I 14, 
ed, That thoſe who beard not Moſes, were to die, much more they 15. 
who refuſe to bear, and obey, the Precepts of thu great and Eter- m. S. 17. 
nal Rewarder of All that diligently ſeth, and follow bins. Heb.2. 11. 

And therefore it was that he was pleaſed to give us, in his Hib.12.2, 
ova Example,a taſt of what his Diſciples muſt expect to drink * +: 
more deeply of; namely, The Cap of Self-denyal, cruel Tryals, Cb. 11. 6. 
and molt bitter Aﬀe ions : We came not to Conſecrate a way * Pet. 2. 21. 
to the Etetnal Reſt, through Gold and Silver, Ribbons, Laces, Luk.12.29, 
Points, Perfumes, coſtly Claas, curious Trim's, ea Dreſſer, 30,31. 
rich Fewels, pleaſant Recreations, Play's, Parks, Treats, Bal, 1 Tim. 5.6. 
Maſquer, Revell, Romances, Love-ſongs, flattering Sonnets, and Mar. 19. 27, 
the like Paſtime of the World : No, no, alas ! but by for- 28,29. 
ſaking all ſuch kind of entertaipments; yes, and ſome. Lk. C. 22. 
times more lawful enjoyments tod, and chearfully undergo» Jeb.15.20. 
ing the loſs of all on the one hand, and the Reproach, Igno. A1. 7. 8,9, 
miny, and the moſt bateful Perſecutions from ungodly men 10. 
on the oth:r ; alas he needed never to have wanted ſuch va. LK. 12. 32, 
riety of worldly Pleaſures, had they been ſutable to the work 33, 34, 35, 
he came to do; for he was tempted ( as arc his followers) 36. 
with no leſs bait than all the Gloryes of the World ( how. Mat.6.1g, , 
ever S1tan ly'd,in ſaying they were bu to give:) but he that 20. 
Commanded his followers to ſeek another Conntrey, and to lay Mat. 6,31, 
up Treaſure inthe Heavens, and therefore charg'd them never 32.23. 
to be much inquiſitive about what. they ſbow'd Eat, Drink,, er 1 Tim. 6.6, 
put en; becauic, ſaith be, afier theſe things the Gemiiles (that 7, 8, 9, to, 
, en. 


Lab. G. 20. 


1. 22. 
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Mark 8. 31. know not Cod) do ſeek; (and Chriſtians that pretend to know 
to 39, him too) but baving Foed and Raiment, therewith to be content 
He, I ſay, that enjoyn'd this Doctrine, and led that Holy and 
Heavenly Example, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bid them 
that would be his Dilciples, ts take wp the ſame Croff, and to fol- 

low Him. 
Wherefore who will be true Chriſtians, muſt not think to 
. ſteer another Courſe, nor to drink of another Cup then bath 
H(b,2.10. the Captain of their Salvation done before them; no, for tis 
the very queſtion he asgked Famer, and Jeb, the Sons of Ze- 
bedte of old, when they defired to fit at bis rigbr, and left 
hand, in his Kingdom, Can you firſt drink of the Cuy I am to 
drink, of ? and be baptiz'd with the Baptiſm I am tobe baptix d 
withal ? otherwiſe no Diſciples,no Chriſtians. Whoever they 
are, that would come to Chiift, and be a right Chtiſtian, muit 
reacily abandon every delight, that would Real away the affe- 
ions of the mind, and exerciſe it, from the Divine Prin- 
ciple of Life, and freely write a Bill of Divorce for every 


beloved vanity (for all under the Sun of Righreouſneſsis ſo.) 


Obyedt. 1. But ſome are ready to object, (who will not want 
Scripture for their luſis, although it evidently be miſapply'd) 
ſay they, The Kingdom of God ſtands not in Meats, ner in Drinkg, 
ner in Apparel, &c. 


Anſw. Right; therefore it is that we Rand out of them, 
But ſurely you have the leiſt Reaſoh of any to object this to 
us, Who make thoſe things ſo neceflary, as our not Confor- 
ming to them, doth render us obnoxious to Your Reproach z 
which how Chriſtian, or reſembling it is the Rigbteonſurſf, 
Peace, and Joy, in whith the Heavenly Kingdom ſtands, let the 
juſt Principle in your own Conſciences determine ; our Con- 
verſation ſtands in Temperance, and that ſtands in Right eomſe 
neſs, by which we have obrain'd that Ki»gdow, your latitude, 
and exceſs have no ſhare, norintreſt ip. 
If none therefore can be true Diſciples, but they that come 
Rom.6,z 4, to bear the Daily Croſs, and that none bear the Croſs but 
556. thoſe who follow the example of the Lord Jeſus Chiiſt —_ 
1s 
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his Baptiſm of Afflictions, Tryals, and Temptations ; and 55%. 3. 10. 
that none are ſo bapriz'd with him, but thoſe whoſe minds are 1 Per. 4, 13. 
retired from the vaniries in which the generality of the world 77;, 2. 11, 
lives, and become obedient to the Holy bight, and Divine 12, 13. 
Grace, with which they have been enlightened from on high, Fob, 1. 9. 
aad thereby are daily exercis'd to the crucifying of every con- K. G. 6. 
trary Affection, and bringing of Immortality to light; If Gal. 2+ 20, 
none are true Diſciples but ſuch, ( as moſt undoubrealy they Ch. 5, 24. 
are not) then let the People of theſe dayes, alittle ſoberly Ch. G. 14. 
refle& upon themſelves, and conclude, that none who live 2 Ti. 1. 10 
and delight in theſe vain Cuſtoms, and this un-Chrift-like 
Converſation, can be a true Chriſtian,or Diſciple of Craciſy a 
Feſms: for otherwiſe, how would it be a Croſs? ot the Chti- 
ttian life, mattet of diſſiculty, and reproach ? No, the effence Gal. r5, 11. 
of the Crofs wonld ſoon ceaſe, which i the Power of Ged to them 1 Cor. 1. 17, 
that believe, for the ſubduing of every luſt, and vanity, and 18. 
bringing the Creature into an holy ſubjection of mind to the 
deavenly will of it's Creator ; for therefore has it been ſaid, 
That Jeſus Chriſt was and is manifeſted, that by his Holy, 
$:1f-denying Life and DoAfine, he might put 1 baffle upon 75 0 
the proud minds of men, and by the Immortality be brought erſ-27 25, 
and daily brings to light, be might Rain the Glory of their ©”* 
moctal Reſts and Pleaſures, that having their minds weaned pp, , _ 
therefrom, and being a8 crucify'd thereunto, they might ſcek © _ 3 
another Count rey, and obtain an Everlaſting Inheritance : for the 3, 
things that are ſetn, art Temporal (thoſe they were, and all are , - 
to be redeem'd from) but the things that are not ſeen, are Eter- 1. 
wal; thoſe they were, and all are to be brought to, ard bave 
their Affections chiefly fixt upon. 

Wherefore t true Diſciple of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is to 
have his mind ſo converſant about heavenly things, T hat the 
things of this World may be d a1 if they were not ; and tha h- 
ving ſuch things as are neceſſary and comvemient, therewith to be 
ronrent, without the ſuperfluity of the World, whereby the Col.3. 3 4. 
pleaſures that, in the time of Ignorance, was takgn in the Cuſtoms 
and Faſhion: of the World, wigbt mere abundantly be ſupply d in 
the hidden and Heavenly Life; for unleſs there be an abiding in Job. 15, 6,7, 
Cbriſt, it will hc impoſſible to bring forth that mach fruit _ 8. 

- 
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Rem. 8. 5, 6, he requires at the hands of K followers, and wherein bu Father 
7,8. 1 glorify'd: But as it's clear, ſuch as live in the Vanities, 
Picaſures, Recreations, avd Luſts of the World, abide not 

1 Joh.2. 4. in bim, neither know bim, ( for they that know him, depart from 
[niquity) ſo is their abiding and delighting in thoſe — 

ing ſollies, the very realon why they ate ſo ignorant, and in- 
ſenſible of him, that continually ſands knocking at the doors of 
their hearts, in whom they ought to abide, and whoſe Divine 
Power they ſhould know to be the Croſs, on which every be- 
loved Luſt, and alluring Vanity ſhould be ſlain, and crucify'd; 
that they might feel the Heavenly Life to ſpring, and them- 


Rev 3.20. 
7/4. 80. 18 


Col. 3. 
4 1,2, ſelves quickned thereby, to ſeek the things that are above; 
Kom. . 5. that when Chriſt ſhall appear, they might appear with bim in glo- 


ry, who iu over All, God bleſſed for ever, Amen. 


Reaſ. 8. 


Next, Thoſe Cuſtoms and Faſhions, which that great va- 
niety of Pleaſure, which is the common Attire, and Conver- 
ſation of the Times, do emineMly obſtruct the Retirement of 
Peoples minds to within, that they may behold the Glory's 
of another kind, I mean [nwortelity; and inſtead of fearing 

Feelrſ 12. 1. their Creator in the dayes of their youth, ( and ſeeking the 
L«k.12.,29, Kingdom of God firſt, expecting the Addition of ſuch other 
30,31, things as may be neceſlary and convenient, according to the 
InjunRions of God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) as ſoon as 

they can do any thing, Pride, Vanity, and that Converſations 

which i mo#t delightſul to the Fleſh, becomes their molt pleaſing 

Eccleſ.4.$. Emertainments ; all which do but exceedingly beget lufiful 
2 Tim.2.16, Conceptions, and enflime to incrdinate Thoughts, wanton 
21,22, Diſcourſes, laſcivious Treats, if not at laſt to wicked AQ» 
ons, fond Abſutdities, and ſttange Impoſſibilities, fetch'd 

Eph.4-39. from ſuch occaſions continually haunting theis minds; To 
Jer. 18. 18, whom it's tedious, and offenſive to ſpeak of Heaven, or ano- 
19, 20. ther Life ; bid them reflect upon their Actions, not grieve the 
Jer.20,10, Holy Spirit; conſider of an Eternal Doom, prepare for Judgment: 
and the belt Return that's uſual is reproachful Jefts, profane 

Repartces, if not ditect blows ; their thoughts are other» 

ayes 


(4x) 
wayes erploy'd ; their Mornings are too ſhort for them to 
ſaneoch, to pale, to parch, to bread, to rwrle, to gum, to ponder, 


and otherwiſe to atture and adorn themſelver; whillt their After- 77.2. 3,5 45 
n000s 48 commonly are beſpoke for V and for Play bert 5. 
their uſual Emtertacument is ſome flories fetch d from the more Epb. 5. 3,4 
approved Romances. Some firange Adventures, ſome paſſionate 1 Tim. 4.2, 
Amonri, unkznd Refuſes, grand [mpediments, tedions Addrefſer, 2 Tim 4.4 
wiſcrable Diſapporntments wonderful Suryrizes, wnexpelied Rene Pſal-12.2, 
connters, and meeting of ſuppoſed dead Levers, bloody Duels, Eccleſ. 2, 1, 
languiſhing Voices, Ecchoing from ſollitary Groves, aver-beard 11.17. 
mour uf ul — deep jetch'd Sight ſem from wilde Deſarts, Cbap. 6. . 
Intrignes manag'd with anbeard- ef Subtiluty ; and whilft all Fſal. 5 B. 3. 
k 


things ſeems at 


greateſt diſtance, then are dead People alive, Iſa. 5. 18. 


memes Friends, diſpacr twrn'd to Enjoyment, and all their IIe. 41. 29. 
litzes reconeil'd; things that never were, are net, nor ver Chap, 59. 3, 


ſhall, or can be, comes to paſs, And, us if Met & Women were 4. 
too flow to anſwer the loole ſuggeſtions of corrupt nature, 
ot were too intent on more divine (peculations,and heavenly 
Affaire, they have all that it's poſſidle for the moſt extravagant 
Wits to invent, of not only expreſs Lyes, but grand improba- 
bilities, if not impoſhbilities to very nature,on purpoſe to ex- 
cite their minds to thoſe reſpective paſſions, and ſo intoxicate 
their giddy fancies with ſwelling nothings (but aiery fictions) 
is not only conſume Time, effeminate their Natures, debaſe 
then Reaſon, and ſet them on Work to reduce theſe things 
to practice, and make each adventure theirs by imitation ; 
but if diſappointed, (as who can otberwiſe expect from ſuch 
vaniſhing fantaſms) the preſent remedy is latitude to the 
greateſt vice: and yet theſe are ſome of their moſt innocent 
Recrentions,which ate no bettet then that ſebi Devil, enſna- 
ring People by ſuch ſlratagems, a may be moſt agrerable to their 
weakneſs ; and in « more inſenſible manner maſtering their Aﬀe- 
Liens, by Entertainment, moſt taking to their Senſes : In ſuch 
occahons, tis their hearts breed vagity, and their Eyes turn 
interpreters to their Thoughts,and that their Looks do whil. 
the ſecret inflamations of their intemperate minds, wan- 
dring ſo long abroad, till their laſcivious aRings bring night 
home, and load their Minds ns Reputations wich luſt and in- 
: tamy : 


42) 
x Fob.2.15, famy: here is the end of all treit faſhions and recteations, to 
10 5 pune +4 the luſt of the Eye, the luſt of the and the pride of 

Life, Gosths that were given to cover nom Want & 
covering, being ſhameful ; and that which was an effect of 

Cen. 2. 25. fin, and ſhould remember men of loſt innocency, they pride 
Gen,3-21. and elory in; it's made the pleaſure of theſe times, but tis 

the enforc'd neceſlity of thoſe ; and that very converſation, 
the bundreth part. of which, coft them the loſs of Paradice, 
is nom the agrecable Recreation and beſt Accompliſhment 
Gen. 3. 6. of the times; for as 'twas Adem's fault to ſeek i ſatisſaction 
to himſelf, other than what be was created in, which did con- 
fit of continual Obedience to, and Communion with his 
Maker ; ſoit is the exerciſe, pleaſure, and perfection of the 
Age, to have their minds roving abroad, and diverting them - 
ſelves in ſpendiag the greateſt portion of their time in the 
variety of invented vanities, which is ſo far from the end of 
Zecleſ. 12.1 their creation, namely, a Divine Life, that tis to have the 
greateſt cutioſity and care about viſible toyes, for which they 
never were ctested. Were the pleaſures of the Age true and 
Gen. a. 25. ſollid, Adam 2nd Eve were miſetable in their Innocency, who 
knew them not; but as "was once their happineſs not te 
know them in any degree, ſo is it theirs that know Chriſt in- 
deed, to be, by bis eternal Power and quickni irit, te- 
Erb. 2. 2, 5. deem d and raiſed to lugoce ns bid La of Im- 
Col.2.13, mortality is yet a myſtery #6 thoſe who live, and bave pleaſure in 
1 Pet. f. their curious Trim i, rich and changeable Apparel, nicity of Dreff, 
17. 15, 16, invention and imitation of Faſhions, ceftily Actirement i, wincing 
27 18, Gates, wanton Looks, Romances, Plays, Treats, Balls, Feaſts, 
Ti. 2.11, 4 the whole ſeries of that prallice, and converſation in 7 

213,14, for is theſe bad never been, if man had Raid at home with hi 
x T1w.13-6 Creator, and given the intire exerciſe of his mind to the 
Faw.5-5. goble ends of bis creation; fo certain it is, that the uſe of 
A. 7. 17, theſe vanities are not only ſign that Men and Women are 
18,19. yet ignorant of their true Reſt and Pleaſure, but it greatly 
7223. obüructs and binders the retirement of their minds, and ſe- 
Row. 8.8. ons enquiry after thoſe thingy that are Eternal. © chat b 

ſhould be ſo mach noiſe, clutter, invention, trafſique, cnriaftty, di- 
ligence, parns, and vaſt expencs of tine and eſtate, ts 74 < 

Fig: 
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fie poor periſhing Mortality, and that the Soul,the very Image Mat. 16.26, 
2 ſelf, to whoſe antherky ani ſervice the Body ( but Mark B. 37. 
a 4 Caſe) with all the whole Criation wis given, tober ed x Cor, 6. 13. 
by it, ſhould have ſo little of their Confideration What! O what Fob 34-15, 
m-re pregnant Inſtances, and evident Tokens can be given, J.. 40. 4. 
That tis the Body, the Senſes, the Caſe, 4 little fleſh and bene 1 Pit. 1. 2 & 
covered with than, the toyer, fepperies, and very vanities of this 
rr Life and periſhing world,chat pleaſe, the taks, that gain Luk.$. 14. 
them, on which they dete, and never have too much time, — 
wor money, ts beſtow up them : Thus are their minds employ d 
and become ſo vain in their imaginations, and dark in their 
underſtindings, that they not only believe them innocent, but Rem. I. 19. 
perſmade themſelves they are good: Chriſtians all this while, und to the end. 
to rebuke them is worſe than Herefie ; thus are they ſttangers Prov. 1. 25, 
to the hidden Life, thus are they diverted from all ſerious 30. 
examination of themſelves ; and 4 little by rote babble with « cb. 10. 17. 
forc'd K of an half beurs tack, of other mens words, they beve chap. 12.1. 
wetbing to de with, 1« wade ſuſſicient;, (and are no more their chap. 15.15, 
ſtates, or at leaſt their intention (as their works ſhew ) than 7ſa.58. 1,2, 
'ewas the young man's in the Goſpel, that ſaid be would gourd 3. to 10, 
did not ; But alas | Why? Ob! there are other gueſts ; what Fey. 16. 19, 
are they? Pharamond Cleopatra, Caſſandra, Clilia, 4 Play, 4 20,11, 
Ball, an idle flattering Viſu, the Park,, the Gallant the Exchange, (Mat, 21. 
the Treat ; in a word, the World : theſe Stay, theſe Call, theſe 29, 30. 
are Importunate, theſe they Attend, theſe are their moſt fi- 2 Tim. 3. 4+ 
miliat Afociares ; thus are their hearts captivared from the 73e.3.3., 
Divine and Heavenly Exerciſe 3 nay, from ſach external Af- A. G. 27 
fairs, as immediately concern ſome benefit to themſelves, or 
needy Neighbours ; pleaſing themſelves with the received 
Idas of thoſe toyes and fopperies, into their looſe and ziery 
minds, and if not in all things to imitate them, through 
verty; yer as much as may be in ſome teſpects, and at Jak 
to dote upon them, be taken with them, and willingly ſuffer 
their Thoughts to be hurried away by them: All which great» 7 4.59-4- 
———— the minds, and diſttact the Souls of People from 7%. 2.5. 

Divine Life and Principle of the Holy Jeſus; but a8 it Zcc/eſ12.10, 
bath been ofren ſaid, more eſpecially the younger ſort, to 
whom the like di vet tiſments of gexdy Claubi, Romances, and 

2 Amor onus 


* 
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Amonrow Playts ; (where their — de ing preſented 
with whar is ſo very ſutable 46 them, they become thereby 
excited (, may de) 40 more vanity. thanever they might 
have thought upon ;) which are incomparably dearer to them, 
than all that can be ſaid of God's Fear, a retired Life, eternal 
Rewards and Jenes unſpeakable, and full of Glory: $o vain, fo 
blipd, and ſo very inſenfible are Men and Women, of what 


Row.13.11, truly makes a Diſciple of Chriſt; O tb they wonld ow 
I2,13,14- — things, and watch (ont of all theſe dane) for the coming 
Ma .15.7, of the Lord,leit being unprepared, and taken up with other Gueſts, 
8,9, te 14. they enter not inte bus Everlaſting RN 


Riaſon 9. 


That which ſurther manifeſts the unlawfulneſs of theſe nu- 
merous Faſhions and Recreations,. is, That they are either 
the inventions of vain, idle, and wanton minds, to gratifie 
their own ſenſualities, and raiſe the like wicked curiokty in 
others, to imitate the ſame, by which notbing but luſt and 
folly are promoted; or the contrivances of indigent and im- 
poveriſh'd Wits, who make it the next way for their main» 
tenance; in both which teſpects, and upon both which con- 
fiderations, they ought to be deteſted ; for the fr #F, in that it 
were to licenſe expreſs Impiety ;. for the latter, bectule it 
would be to countenance ſo wretched 4 way of livelibbod, 
and conſequently divert from more lawſul, more ſerviceable, 
and more neceſſary employments ; That ſuch Perſoos ite 
both the inventers and ictots of all. theſe follies, cannot be 
Cificult to demonſtrate : Alas! Could it poſſibly be, That 
ene from Paliftina ſhould bring us Father. Ad Girdle, ud 
old Mother Eve's Apron to be ſhewen f What laughing, what 
flzering, what mocking of their Grandfather's and Grandam's 
bomely faſhion would there be ? ſurely their Tayler would 
find but little cuſtome, although we hear 1 G bimeſelf 


Gen.3.21, that made them Coats of Skins The like may be acked of all 


” 


the other vinities, concerning the Holy Men and Women 
through all the generations of Holy Writ ; How many preces 
of Ribbond, Frathers, Lace-Bands, and the like, had Adam 
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in Paradiſe, ot out of it > What rich Embroyders, Silks, Points, 
c. had Abel, Enoch, Noah, und good old Abrahem * Did 
Eve, Sarah, Suſanne, Elizabeth, ind the Virgin Mary, uſe to 
Curle, Poudet, Pummstum, Patch; Paint, wear falſe Locks 
of ſtrange colours, rich Points, Trimmings, lac'd Gowns, 
embroyder'd Pettecoats, Shooes and Slip-ſlaps, lac'd with 
Silk or Silver lace, and ruffl'd like Pigeons-feer, with (everal 
yards, if not pieces of Ribbonds ? How many Playes did Teſs. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles recreate themſelves at > What Poets, 
Romances, Comedies, and the like, did theſe Holy Men and 
Women make, ot ule to paſs away their time withal > I know 
they bid all redeem their time, to avoid fooliſh talking, vain 


name) and tos follow righteonſueſs, peace, goodneſs, love, charity; 
and to mind the things that art above, as they would have honour, 


with fear and —_— to flee fooliſh and yourbful luſts ( by 


glory, immnuortality, and eternal life. But if I were ask'd, © 


Whence came they then? I could quickly anſwer, From be 
Gentiles that knew not God ; ( for ſome among them deteſted 
them, as will be (hewn) they were the Pleaſures of an effe- 


minate Sedan, x fantallick Miracles, a Comical Av1- 4 


ftephaner, 1 Prodigal Chæaxu, a Luxurious Ariſtipps ; and 
the practiſes of ſuch Women, as the infamous Chremmeſtra, 
the painted Jezebel, the laſcivious Campaſpe, the immodelt 
Poſthumia, the coſtly Corinthian Libidinoſa, the moſt im- 
pudent Flors, the wanton Egyptian Cleopatra, and moſt inſa- 
tiable Meſſalina ; Perſons, whoſe memory have Runk through 
all Ages, apd carry with them « perpetual rot ; theſe, and not 
the Holy Self-devying Men and Women in ancient times, 
wele devoted to the like Recreation, and vain delights ; nay, 
the more ſober of the very Heathens themſelves (and that 
upon a Principle of great virtue, (as is by all confeſs'd) de · 
teſted the like folly and wanton practices; there's none of 
them to be found id Plate not in Seneca Works; Pythagiras, 
Socratet, Phocion, Zens, Cc. iccuſtom d not themſelves. to 
theſe entettainments; The virtuout Penelope, the chaſt Ls. 
, the grave Cornelia, and modeſt Pontia, With many o- 
thets, 


Eph. 5. 1 2, 
jeſting, prophane babbling! and fabulow fforres ; 4 what increaſe * jo Ty, 


to more wngodlineſs; and rather to watch, $0 work ont Salvation k 


Mat.25.1z, 
hap.26 4. ' 
Phil.2. 125 


13. 


2 Tim.2-16, 


(46) 

thets, could find themſelves employment enough amongſt 
their Children, © Servants, and Neighborsz they (though 
Nobles, next their Devotion delighted moſt I 

Weaving, Gardening, Needlework, , and ſuch like g Houle: 
wifery,and commendable entertainment; who (though called 
Heathens)expres'd much more Chriſtiamty io all their ations, 
than do the wanton fooliſh People of this Age, that notwiths 
ſanding will be called Chriffsavs, But, above all, You PI- 
mongers, Whence think you, came your ſo paſſionately beloved 
Cem diet, then which, as there is not any one divertion that's 
more pernitious ; ſo not one more in efteem and diligently 
frequented ; Why, I will tell you, Their great Grand-father 
was a Heben, and that of the worlt fort; bis Name was 
Epicharmus ; tis tine, be is called a Philoſopher, ot a lover of 
Wiſdew ; but he was only ſo by name, and no more one in 
reality than the Commdians of theſe times ate Chriſtians ; and 


Nd, Suidas, that's not at all. 'Tis reported of bim by Sid, x Greek His 


Vide Prod, 


ſtorian, that he was the firſt man who invented Comadicr, and 
by the help of one Perm, he made allo fifty Fables, (or if 
you will Lyes.) But would you know his Country, and the 
zeaſon of his invention ? the firſt was Syracsſe, the chief City 
of Sicily, famous for the infamy of many Dyas, to pleaſe 
and gratifie the luſts of ſome, of whom (which is the ſecond) 
he ſet his wits to work: And don't you think this a moſt in- 
famous original ? and is it leſs in any to imitate,or juſtiſie the 
ſame, ſince the more ſober Heatbens have themſelves con- 
demned them ? nay, is it not moſt abominable, when fuch as 
call rhemſelves Chriſtians, do both imitate and juſtiſie the like 
inventions > Nor had the melancholy Tragedies a bettet pa- 
rentage ; namely, one Theſpis, an Arheman Poet; to whom 
they alſo do aſcribe the original of that impudent cuſtom of 
painting faces, and the counterfeit, or repreſent ation of other per- 
ſons, by charge of babits, bumours &c. all which are now ſo 
much in uſe and reputation with the great Ones of the times; 
To theſe, let me add that Poetical Aworoſor, whom an inor- 
dinate paſſion of Love firſt tranſported to thoſe Poetical rap- 
tutes of admiration ; ( indeed ſordid effeminacy, if not Ido- 
latry) they call him Ae, or Alcins ; ( 2 Ry an 
6b 


(47) 
Han ber) be being exceedingly in Love with « young Woman 
of his own Country, is ſaid to have been the firſt — 
ve the World a fight of that kind of folly, namely, Love- 
ries and Verſes; which hath been ſo diligently ĩimitated by 
almokt all Nations ever fince. 


ObjeR.2. I know that ſome will ſay, Bat we bave many Co 
ler and Tragedies, that are on purpoſe toreprebend Ves, from 
whence we learn mary commendable things. 


Anſw. And truly, though it's ſhameful, yet many have been 
wont for want of — or underftanding, or both, to return 
me this for anſwer : Now I readily ſhall confeſs that "eras the 
next remedy amonglt the Mearbexs rgaink the common Vice, 
to thoſe more grave and moral Lectutes of their Philoſopher: ; 
of which number 1 (hall ioftance two; Emxripides, whom 
Szuidas calls 8 learned Tragical Port ; and Expolu, whom the 
ſame Hiftorian calls a Conical Poet : the firlt was a man ſo chat, 
(and therefore ſo unlike thoſe of out dayes, that he was called 
rey, or one that hated Women; (that is, wanton ones) 
for otherwiſe he was twice Married.) The other be characters 
us 2 moſt ſevere reprehender of faults ; from which I gather, 
that their defign was not to feed the idle lazy fancies of Peo- 
— but ſince, by the means of looſe wits, the People had 
a debauch'd, their work wes to reclaim them 3 and this 
appeers the rather from the deſcription given, 28 alſo that 
Earipides was ſuppos'd to have been tornin pieces by wanton 
Women; which doubtleſs was for declaring and decrying 
their impudence : and the other being flain in rhe Bartel be- 
twixt the Arbemians and Lacedemonians, wu ſo tegreted, that 
4a Law was made, never after ſuch Poets ſhould be loud to 
dent Arms; donbrleſs, becauſe in lohng bim, they loft a Re- 
prover of Vice ; ſo that the end of the approved Comedians, 
and Tragideen: of thoſe times, was but to reform the People 4 
and that not ſo much by that rational 2nd argumentative way 
( uſual with their Philoſophers ) as by (harp jrerr, ſevere . 
actions, and rendring weir vicious actions ſo ſhameful, ri- 
diculous, and deteflable, as for reputations lake they might 
not 


| _— 
not longer be guilty of the like ; which is bat the very next 
expedicot-before a Whip, or Bridewel. Now if you that plead 
for ſuch repreſentations, will be contented to be accounted 
Hiathess,and thoſe of the more diſſolute and wicked ſort too, 
we (hall acknowledge you, that ſuch Comedies and Tragedies, 
may be ſerviceable ; but for ſhame abuſe not the Name of 
Cbrif# ſo impudently as to call your ſelves Chriſtians, whoſe 
luſts are ſo Rrong, us that you ave forc'd to uſe the neceſſities 
of meer Heathen; to repel them: Is this your love to Jefus ? 
your reverence to the Scriptares,that are able to make the man 
of God perfect? Is all your prattle about Ordinances, Sacra- 
ments, Chriſtianity, and the like, come to this ? that at laſt 


you muſt betake your ſelves to ſuch Iuſtructets as were by the 
ſober Heatbens appointed to reclaim the moſt vicious of the 
People that were among them; and ſuch Red ies too, is be- 
low which is nothing but corporal puniſt ment. This is ſo far 
from Chriſtianity, that many thouſands of the Noble Heat bens, 
Men and Women, were better taught, and better diſpos d: 
T bey found out more Heavenly contemplations, and ſubjet: of an 


Eternal nature to weditate whon. Nay, ſo far did they out- 
rip the beſt of the common Chbriffians of theſe times, that 
they not only were exemplary of good in their greve and ſober 
Converſation ; but for the publick benefit, they inftitured the 
Gmnecoſms, ot twenty men, that they (hould makg it their buſineſs 
to obſerve the peoples Apparel and Bebævieur 5, that if any were 
found immodeſt, and to demean themſelves looſely, they bad full 
authority to puniſb them, - But the caſe is alter'd ; tis puniſh- 
able to reprove ſuch; yes, it # matter of the greateſt con- 
tume ly add reproach : nay, ſo impudent are ſome grown in 
their Impicties, as that they merrily cen ſport themſe;ves with 
a meer tockage of ſuch religious Perſons ; and not only 
mfihifeſt a great neglect of Prety, and a ſevere Life, by their 
on loolneſs ; but their extream contempt of it, by rendang 
it ridiculous through Comical abufve jeers on pablick Stages : 
which, bow dangerous it is, and apt to make Religion of little 
worth ; befides the demonſtration of this age; let us te- 
member, that Arifophanes had not a bettet way to bring the 
reputation of Secrates in queſtion With the People; who greatly 

reveienc'd 


gt a 

reverenc'd him for bis grave and virtua Life and Deftring ; 
than by bis abuſive repreſentations of him in « Play, which 
made the aer, wanton, axſtable croud rather to part with Se- 
crates in earneſt, than Socrates in jeſt. Nor can a better rez- 
ſon be given why the poor Qzekers are made ſo much the 
ſcorn of men, then becauſe of their ſevere teptehenſions of 
fn and vanity ; and their ſelſ-denying Converſation amidft 
ſo great intemperance in all worldly ſatisfaRtions: yet can 
fuch Liberties, all this while, firut and (well for Chriftians ; 
but we moſt be Hereticky, Sedacers, Deceivers, and what not ? 
O blindneſs l O Phariſaicel hypoctiſie ! as if that ſuch were 
Judges of Religion; or that twere poſſible for them to have 
1 ſigbt of true Religion, ot really to be Religious; whilft 
darkn'd in their ander gs, by the Godd of the pl ures of 
this World, and their minds ſo exercis'd by ext enjoyment i, 
and the variety of worldly delights; No, In the Name of the 
Everlaſting God, you mock, bias and decei us your ſouls ; the wrath 
and vengeance of the Almighty u againſt you all, whilſt in that 
ſpirit and condition; in vain are all your babbles, and ſet perform- 
ances ; God Eternal langhs you to ſcorn ;, bis anger i kindling be- 
canſe of theſe things, Wherefore be ye warned to temperance, 
and Repent, Beſides, theſe Perſons are not only wicked, 
looſe, and vain, who both invent and act theſe things ; but; 
by your greatdelight in their inventions, you incourage them 
therein, and binder them from more honeft, and more ſer- 
viceable employments ; for, what is the reaſon that moſt 
Commodities are held at ſuch exceſſive rates > but becauſe 
Labour is ſo very dear ; and why is it ſo? but becauſe ſo ma- 
by hands are otherwiſe befiowed, even about the very vamityof 
all vanities, Nay, bow common is it with theſe mercenary 
prochrers to Peoples folly, that when their Parſes begin to 
grow empty, they ſhall preſent them with a new, and pre- 
tended more convenient Faſhion, and that perhaps before 
the former coftly Habits (hall have done half their ſervice, * 
which either muſt be given away, or new vampt in the Cut 
moſt A la- mode; O infamous, yet frequent folly ! I know 
I am coming to encounter the moſt plauſible Objection they 

are us d to urge hen diiven to i pinch ; namely, 
H Object. 


(50 


ObjeR, 3. But bow ſhall theſe mary Families ſabßt, whoſe 
livelihoed is by ſmch Trades ? au the like Faſhions and Recreation 
do maintain, which you ſo earneſtly decry ? 


eAnſ®, I anſwer, It is a bad Argument to plead for the 

Commithon of the leaſt evil, that never ſo great a good may 

come of it: If you and they have made Wickedneſs your 

Pleaſure, and your Profit, be ye content that it ſhould be 

your grief and paniſhment, till the one can learn to be with- 

out luch vanity, and that the others have found out more ho- 

neſt employments : 'Tis the vanity of the fe great nds, that 

makes ſo much toyle for the m ſmall; and the great excel 

1 HG. 6, Of the ene, occaſions the great a of the other Would 
„O. Wy . 

78 men learn to be contented with few r ſuch as are ne- 

4th ceſlaty and convenient (the Chriſtian life ) all thiogs might 

de at a cheaper rate, and men might live for little. If the 

Landlords bad leſs luſt to ſatisſie, the Tennants = have 

leſs Rent to pay, #nd turn from poor to rich, whereby they 

might be able to find more honeſt and domeſtique employ. 

ments for their Cnildren, than turning ſhifters, and living by 

their Wits, (which is but a bettet word for their fins.) Add it 

See Blith's the Report of the more intelligent Hawbandry be credible, 

Hmbandry. Lands ore generally improveable, ten in twenty; and were 

there more hands about more lawful and ſerviceable Manu- 

facures, they would be cheaper, and greater vent might be 

made, by which a benefit ſhould redound to the World in ge- 

neral ; nay, the burden lyes the heavier-upon the laborious 

Countrey, that ſo many hands and ſhoulders ( as the luſt 

Caterers of the Cities) (ſhould be wanting. If men never 

think themſelves rich enough, they may never mils of trouble 

and employment; but thoſe who can take the primitive 

Rate, and God's Creation for their Model, may learn with a 

1 Ti. C. 9, little to be contented, as knowing that deſires after Wealth, 

20. do not only prevent or deſtroy the true Faith, but chat when 

g got, encreaſe trouble alſo. It is no evil to repent of evil, 

but that can never be in maintaining what they ſhould repent 

of. It is a bad Argument to avoid remperance,.or juftife the 


contrary, 


(yr) 
contrary, becauſe otherwiſe the ARors and Taventers of it; 
would want u Livelihood, fince to feed them is to nurſe the 
Cauſe inſtead of Rterving it ; ler ſuch of thoſe Vanity-buck- 
(ters as have got ſufficient, be contented to retreat, und ſpend 
it more CR got itz And ſuch as really are 
poor, be rather heſpt by chaiity to better Callings, which were 
more prudent, nay Chriftian, than to buy fooliſh toyes and 
fopperies : Publick Work- houſes would be effeRual Reme- 
dies to all theſe lazy diſtempets, with more Profit and a better 
Conſcience ; therefore it is we cannot, we Care not ſquare 
our Converſation by the World's ; no, but by our exceeding 
plainneſs to teſtiſie againſt ſuch extravagant vanity ; and by 
our grave and Ready Life to manifeſt our diſlike on God's be- 
half, to ſuch intemperance and wenton curiofity ; yea, to de- 
ny our ſelves what otherwiſe perhaps we lawfully could uſe 
with true indifferency, becauſe of that great abuſe amongſt 
the generality, I know that ſome are ready farther to object 


Object. 4. Hath God given u theſe Enjoyments on purpoſe to 
damn ws if we uſe them ? 


Anſw. But to ſuch miſerable, poor, filly ſouls (who would 
rather charge the moſt High and Holy God with the inven- 
tion and creation of their dirty Vanities, then want 2 Plex to 
juſtifie their own practice, not knowing bow for ſhame, or 
fear, or leve, to throw them off.) I Anſwer, That what God 
made was good, and what the bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt ety 
joyn'd, or gave us in his molt Hezvenly Example, is to be 


the whole Catalogue the Scriptures give of both, I never 
found the Artires, Recreations, and 


Anſwer. 
Ces. 13 I. 1 
Ma. 5. cb. , 


obſerved, believed, and indiſpeoſably to be obeyed; but in cb. , eb. 8. 


Lk. 8. 14. 
y of Living, ſo much chap. 12,28, 


io requeſt with the called Chriſtians of rheſe times. No cer. 29, 307 10 
tainly, God created man an boly, wiſe, ſober, grave, and reaſon- 38. 


able Creature, fit to Govern the World, and himſelf ; to 
whom only aDivioity, & an Eternal God-head,became the fir 
object both of his Reaſon and his Pleaſure ; all External En- 
joyments admiviſtring no farther ſarisfaction then as us d for 


H 2 


necefhity and meer convenience; with this proviſo too, That 
the 


(92) 

x Cor, x0, the Almighty was to be ſeen, and ſenſibly en joy d, and reve. 
31. tenc d in every one ; but how very wide the Chriſtians of 
theſe times ite from this Primitive luſtitution, is not difficult 
to determine, although they make ſuch loud pretentions to 
that moſt Holy Jeſus, who not only geve the World a certain 
Evidence of a happy Reſtoration in bis oπ¼n Example,but pro- 
Fob. 8. 12. miſed affiſtance to all that would follow him; and therefore 
chap.15.6, hath ſo ſeverely enjoyn'd no leſs on all, as tbey would be e- 
7,8. verlaſtingly ſaved ; but whether the minds of men and wo- 
cha · 17. ao. men are not as profoundly involy'd in all exceſs and vavity, 
as thoſe who know him not any farther than by be- ay? and 
whether they being thus baniſhed the Preſence of the Lord 
by their greedy.ſeeking the things that are below, and there- 
by having loſt the taſt: of that divine Pleaſure, they have not 
feigned to themſelves an imaginary pleaſure, to [mother 
8 Conſcience, and paſs their time without that anguiſh and 
. trouble, vbich are the conſequences of hin; that ſo they might 
be at eaſe and ſecurity ? let the truly ſober, yea, thei: own 

Conſciences, declare ? 
G I Adam's temptation is repreſented by an Apple, thereby in- 
* Zo timating the great influence external objects (as they exceed 
in beauty) carry With them upon our ſenſes; ſo that unleſs 
Nat. 24. 42. the mind keep upon its conſtant watch, ſo prevalent, and in & 
Mark. 13. manner, inchanting are viſible things, as ſometimes they are 
33» 34, 35, preſented, that hard twill be fos one to eſcape, being en- 
365 37- load; and he (ball need be only ſometimes entrop'd, to ciſt 
ſo thick a vail of darkneſs over the miod, that not only it (hall 
with pleaſure continue in its fetters to luſt and vanity ; but 
proudly cenſure ſuch as refuſe Conformity to the ſame, and 
ſtongly plead for them as ſerviceable and convenient; that 
firange pafſhon do petiſhing objects raiſe a rhoſe minds, 
where way is made, and entertainment given to them, But 
x Fob.3. 5» Ch:ift Jeſus is manifeſted in us, 40d bath given unto vs an 
6,7,8. underſtanding of bim that is true, and unto All, fuch a pro- 
chap. 5. 20. portion of his good Spirit as might ſuffice, would theyobey 
it, to ted em their minds from that captivity they bave been 
in to ſuſts and vaniries, and inticely ranſom them. from the 
dominion of all viſible objects, and Aauloever my gtrtiſie 

th 


(53) 
the defire of the Eye, the Fleſb,aud the proud Life,that they might 
be rigenerated in their minds, changed in their affeſtions, and 
have their whole heart, ſet on things that are above, where moth 
nor ruſt can never paſs, nor enter — or deſtroy. 

But tic a manifett ſign of whet mould and make thoſe per. 
ſons are, who praftiſe and plead for ſuch Egiptian ſhameful 
ragt; Its more to be feared, they either never knew, or have 
forgot, the bumble, plain, meek, boly, S:if-denying, and ex- 
emplary Life, which the eternal Spitit ſanctifies all obedi- 
ent hearts unto ; yea, it's indubitable, that either ſuch al- 


1 Theſ.5.13 


waycs have been ignorant, or elſe that they have loft ſight of 6415. 22, 


that good Lind, that heavenly Country, and ble ſſed inheri- 
tance they once have had ſome glimmering proſpect of; O 


2324,25. 


Epb. 5. 8,9, 


thit they would but with-draw a while, fit down, weigh, and 71,15, 
conſider with themſelves where they are, and whoſe work 16. 


and will they are doing, that they would oace believe the 
Devil hath pot a ſttatagem more pernitious to their immor- 
tal Souls than this of exercifing their minds in the fooliſh fa- 
ſhions, and wanton recreations of the times ; great and groſs 
Impieties beget a deteſtation in the opinion of ſober educa- 
tion, common temperance and reputation; and-therefore 
fince the Devil rightly ſees ſuch things have no ſucceſs with 
many, it is his next (and fatall'ſt) project to find ſome other 
enrertainments-that carry leſs of infection in their looks, 
though more of ſecurity, becauſe more of pleaſure in their 
enjoyment, on purpoſe to bufie and ati eſt the minds of ſuch 
from a diligent ſearch and enquiry afrer thoſe matters, which 
neceſſarily concern their eternal peace, that being ignorant 
of the heavenly Life, they may not be induced to preis after 
it; but being only formally Religious according to the tradi- 
tions aud precepts of others, proceed to their common plex- 
fures, and find no check therefrom ; (their Religion and Con- 
verſation for-the moſt part agreeing well together,) whereby an 
improvement in the knowledge of God, a going on from grace to 

race, 4 growing in the meaſure of the ſtature of Jeſwa Chriſt 
189 not known, but as it was in the beginning at ſeven, 
fo ivit at ſeventy, nay, xot ſo innocent unleſs by reaſon of the old 
ſaying, Old Men are twice Children, On! the Myſtery ot 
Gogolineſs, 


Eph.6.12, 


13,14,15, 
I16,172,18, 


Epb.r. 16, 
17,18, 19, 
20. 

3 2.4. 12, 
13. 
2 .“. 89. 


Fob. 17. 3. 


Rom 8. 11. 


14. 
Gal.5. 16. 


(54) 
Godlineſs, the heavenly Life, and true Chriſtian is another 
thiog ; Wherefore we conlude, that as the delign of the Devil 
(where he cannot involve and dra into groſs ſin) is to buſie, 
delight, and allure the minds of men and women by more. 
ſeemiog- innocent entertainments, on pul that be may 
more eaſily ſecure them from minding their duty and pro- 
preſs in the knowledge of, and obedience to the only true 
God, which is eternal Life ; and thereby employ their minds 
from heavenly and eternal Meditations; ſo are thoſe who 
would be delivered from thoſe ſnares, to mind the boly, juſt, 
grave, and ſelf. denying Teachings of God's Grace and Spirit in 
themſelver, that they may rezet, and for ever abandon 
the like vanity and evil, and by a reformed Converſation 


Tit.2,11,12 condemn the World of its Intemperance ; fo will the true 


13,14. 


Diſciple-ſhip be obtain d ; for otherwiſe, not only ſelf pre- 
judice redounds, but many other enormous Conſequences 
and pernitious Effects: Tis to encourage ſuch impious per- 
ſons to continue and proceed. in the like Trades of feeding 
the Peoples luſts, and thereby to make themſelves partakers 
of their Plagues, beſides their own proper puniſument, who 
by continual freſh deſites to the like cutioſities, and that way 
of ſpending time and eſtate, induce them to ſpend more time 
in (tudying ho to abuſe time; nay, in hopes of farther gaing 
tempt and provoke thoſe Caterers to all inordinare deſites, 
and lufiful appetites, to invent and furniſh them with more 
proviſion of the ſort, left through their pinching end ſmall 
allowances, theſe Prodigals ſhould call their Fathers houſe to 
mind; for wharſoever any think were pleaſant baits, alluring 
belts, grateful emtertainments, cunning eniſſaries, acceptable 
Sermons, infinnating Lefiures, taking Orators ; the crafty De- 
vil has not, nor ever had by which to entice, and enſnare the 
minds of People, and totally to divert them from heavenly 
reflections, and divine meditations, than the great exceſs of 
vain Attire and that variety of Recreations ſo much in repute 
io theſe times, and Which we have hitherto ſo reaſonably 
condemned. 
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But ſhould theſe things be az indifferent, is they are prov d 
perniciouſly unlawful ( for I never yet heard any advance 
their ples beyond the bounds of meer indifferency) yet (o 
great is their abuſe, ſo univerſal the ſad effect thereof, like 
to an infection, that therefore ought they to be tejected of 
all, eſpecially thoſe, whoſe ſobriety hath preſerv'd them on 
this fide of that exceſs, or whoſe judgments (though them- 
ſelves be guilty ) ſuggeſt the inconveniency of ſuch Intem- 

nce : For what's an indifferent thing, but that which may 
done, or left andewsf granting, I ſay, this were the caſe, 
yet doth both Reaſon and Religion teach, that when rhey are 
us'd with ſuch an extraordinary appetite, as to telioquiſh 
them, would be « contradiction to their defires, and an abate 
of their ſatiafaction ; they have exceeded the bounds of meer 
indifferency, and are thereby rendred no leſs than heceſſiiy 
which being a violation to the very nature of the things 
themſelves, a perfe& abuſe enters, and conſequently are no 
longer to be confider'd in the rank of things fimply indiffer- 
ent, but unlawful. Now, that the whole Exchange of vanities 
222ink which I have ſo earneſtly contended, are generally a- 
buſed, by the exceſs of almoſt all ages, ſexes, and qualities of 
People, will be confeſi d by many who yet decline not to be 
conformable themſelves ; and to whom, as I have underftocd, 
it only ſeems lawful, becauſe ( ſay they) the abwſe of orhers 
ſhould be no Argunvent why we ſhould not wſe them But to 
ſuch I anſwer, ( for God Almighty knows I ſeek the tempo- 
ral and eternal happineſs of all ) That they have quite for. 
got, ot will not remember, they have acknowledg'd theſe 
things to be but of an indifferent nature, If ſo, (as undoub- 
tedly men in their wits (and for otbers we ate not concern'd) 
nay, vanity never urg'd more) I ſay, there can be nothing 
more cleer, than ſince they acknowledge their great abuſe, 
that they ate wholly to be forgone and telinquiſh d; for fince 
they may a5 well be ler alone as done at any time, ſurely they 
then of duty ſhould be let alone when the uſe of them yon 1 
f tting 
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Phil.3.17, betting the general exceſs, & a meer exciting others to con. 
tinue in their abuſe, becauſe they find perſons reputed ſober, 
to imitate them, ot otherwiſe to give them an Example; Pre- 
cepts are not half ſo forceable « Examples, Nay, every one 
that pretends to ſeriouſneſs, ought to ſuſpeR himſelf, as ha- 
ving bin too forward to help on the exceſs, & can never make 
too much haſte out of thoſe inconveniencies, that by his for- 
mer example he encourag'd many to, and that by a new one 
he may pat a ſeaſonable check upon the Intemperance of o- 
thers. A wiſe Parent ever with-draws thoſe objects, bow- 
ever innocent in themſelves, which arc too prevalent upon 
the weak ſenſes of his Children, on purpoſe that they might 
be wean'd. And tis as frequent with men, to bend « crooked 

a ſtick as much the contrary way, that they might Rreighten it 
at laſt. Thoſe that have mote ſobriety than others, ſhould not 

phil. 2. 4. Forget their ſtewardthips, and exerciſe that gift of God to 

Gen.4.9. ſecurity of their neighbors ; "ras murdering Cain that rudely 

ah'd the Lord, Was be bis Brathers Keeper ? For every man is 
neceſlarily obliged thereto, and therefore ſhould beſo wiſe, 
a8 to deny himſelf the uſe of ſuch indifferent enjoyments, as 

2 King, 18, cannot be us'd by him, without too manifeſt an encourage- 

2,3,4 Fj- Ment to his neighbors folly, God hath ſufficiently excited 
men to what is ſaidz for, in the caſe of the Brazen Serpent, 
which was an heavenly Inſtitution, and Type of Chriſt, He 
with great diſpleaſure enjeyn'd it ſhould be broks to pieces, breauſe 
they were too fond and doting up it; hei, the very Groves tbem- 
ſelves, bowever pleaſant 65 — Ka bramntiful for their walks 
and trees, muſt be cut down ; and why? only becauſe they bad 
been abuſed to Idolatrous uſes. Ad what's an Hdol, but that 
which the mind puts an over-efiimate, or value wpon None can 
benefit themſelves ſo much by an indifferent thing, as not 

Nen. 1 C. te rather to prevent an injury to others by not uſing that liber- 

the end. ty. If rhoſe things were convenient in themſelves ( which 
18 a ſtep nearer neceſſity, than meer indifference ) yet when 
dy circumſtances they become prejudicial, ſuch conveniency 
it ſelf ought to be put up, much more what's but indifferent 
ſhould be deny d. People are not to weigh their private ſa. 
U actions, more than a publick good; nor pleaſe themſelves 

in 
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in too free a uſe of indifferent things, at the coſt of being 
ſo really prejudicial to the publick, as they certainly are 
whoſe uſe of all theſe vanities becomes exemplary to others, 
and begets-an impatiency in their minds to have the like ; Pſal,10.3,4 
wherefore it is both reaſonable and incumbent on all, to make 
only ſuch things neceſſary, «« tend to life and godlineſs; and to 2 Pet. 1,3, 
employ their freedom with moſt advantage to their Neigh. 
bots : So that here is a twofold obligation on them; the one, Epb.s, 7,5, 
not to be exemplary in the uſe of ſuch things, which though 
they may uſe them, yet not without giving too much coun. 
tenance to the abuſe, and exceſſive vanity of their Neighbors, 

The other obligation is, That they ought ſo far to condeſcend Rom. 14. T. 
to ſuch = People who are offended at theſe faſhions, te the end- 
and that kind of converſation, as for ever to teject them, Now 

thoſe, who (notwithſtandiog what I have urg'd) will yet pro- 

ceed ; What is it, but that they have ſo involv'd themſelves, 

and their affeRions in them, as that it is not leſs difficult to 

reform them, whom all this while we have determin'd in the 

greateſt exceſs, And that for all their many Proteſtations 2- 

gainſt their fondneſs to ſuch fopperies, they in ſincetity are no 

better than People that have loft the meaſure both of common 

Prudence and Conſcience, that neither know what is indiffer- 

ent, not what not; how far they are to reſpect the good of o- 

thers, how far not : and, how ſhould they? whs do ſo little te- 

ſpeR tbeit own, For, after a ſerious conſidetation, What v. 

nity, pride, idleneſs, expence of time, and eſtates, have been, and 

yet are? How many Perſons debauch'd from theit firſt ſo- 

driety, and Women from their natural ſweetneſs, and inno- 

cent diſpolitions, to looſe, ziery, wanton, and many times Law. 4. 5. 
more enormous practices > How many plentiful eſtates bave Prev. 1. 17. 
been ſurpriz'd by numerous debts ; Chaſtity enſnar'd by ac- Job 21, 13, 
curſed juſtful Intregues, youthful Health overtaken by the 14. 

haſty ſeiſure of unnatural diſtempers, and their remaining Pſal.55.23. 
da yes ſpent upon a Rack of their vices procuring, and ſo made Pſal.37, 10. 
ſlaves to the (ad and unmetrciful effects of their own inordi- Eecleſ. S. ia. 
nate pleaſures: in which agony they vo the greateſt tempe - Pſal. 37. 9. 
rance, but no ſooner out of it, then in their vice again. That & 76, 12. 
theſe things are the caſe, and — innumerably more, I am Prev. 2. 22. 
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perſwaded no ivgenious 1 of any experience, will deny; 
how then upon this ſerious reflection, any that pretend Con- 
ſcience, or the leaſt fear of God Almighty, can longer con- 

Fer. 16.556, igue in the Garb, Livery, and Converſation of thoſe, whoſe 
7,859. whole life tends to little elſe then what I bave repeated ; 
much leſs joyn with them in their abominable excels ; leave 

it to the truly Conſcientions, and the juſt Principle in them- 

ſelves, to jucge. No ſurely! This is not to obey the Voice 

of God, who in ail Ages did loudly cry to all, Come owt: 

from whence ? ſr2m the wayes, Faſhions, converſe, and ſpirit of 

Babylon; who's that? the Mother, or that Womb, which bath 

Iſa. 3. 13, been ſo frunful in all theſe vain, fooliſh, wanton, ſuper fluom, 
14, t 26. earthly, wicked births; againſt whom the Scriptures — 
Jer. 50. 8. more dreadful Judgments than any, aſcriding all the Intem- 
chap.51-6,7 perance of Men and Women to the Cup that Ipitit of wicked- 
Amo! 6.341 neſs hath given them to drink ; whoſe are the things indifferent, 
$4027» of they muſt be ſo: And for witneſs, hear what the Revelations 
Rev. 18.7, 9 ſay in her deſcription, How much ſhe bath glorify'd ber ſelf, 
and lived deliciouſly, ſo much torment and ſorrow give her. And 

the Kings of the Earth who bave lived deliciouſly with ber, ſhall 

Verſ.11,12. bewail ani lament her; And the Merchants of the Earth ſhall 
weep over ber, for no man buyeth their Merchandize any more : 

The Merchandize of Gold, and Silver, and precious Stonts, and 

of Pearls, and fine Linnen, and Purple, and Silk, and Scarlet, 

and all manner of Viſſcls of Ivory, and all manner of Veſſels of 

Verſ. 13. moſt preciow Word ; «And Cinamon, ard Odours, and Oye, 
and Frankincenſe, and Wine, and Ol, and fine Flour, and Beats, 

and Slaves, and Souls of Men: which though I know to bave a 

farther Ggnification then hat is licteral, yet there is enough 

to (hew the Pm, Plenty, False, Idleneſs. Eaſe, Wanton- 

weſt, Vanity, Lult, and Exceſi of Her, and all ber Favourites. 

But at the terrible day, who will go to her Exchange any 

more ? who to her Play's ? who (hall Traff que about ber de- 

licious Inventions > Not one; for ſhe ſhall be judg'd; no 

Plez ſhall excuſe, or reſcue her from the wrath of the Judge, 

Perſ. 8. for ſtrong u the Lord whowil performit. If yet theſe reaſon- 
of able Plca's mill not prevail, though I have ſorgettiing farther 

to db ya, bowever I ſhall Caution ſuch in the repetition of 
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pert of Babylon's miſerable doom ; Mind, my Friends, morg 
Heavenly things, baſten to obey that rightrows Principle which 
would exerciſe and delight you in that which is Eternal ; or elſe 
with Babylon, the Mother of Juſt and vanity, the fruits that Verſ. 14. 
your Souls luſt after, ſhall depart from you, and all things which 
are dainty and goodly ſball depart from you, you ſhall find them no 
more; Lay your treaſures therfore up in Heaven, where nothing | 
can break through to harm them, but where Time (hall ſhort- Luk, 12-333: 
ly be ſwallowed up of incomprebenfible Eternity, And for 3+» 
your farther perſwaſion (if yet any can remain unſatisfy'd ) 
I further argue ; 


Real, 11. 


Next, Becauſe the contrary is very much conducing to 
good ; namely, plain and decent Apparel, with a mech, ſhame- Col 4.5,6. 
fac d and quiet Spirit ; and that Converſation which doth «nly 1 Theſ.4.,11, 
expreſs the ſame, in all godly boneſly, As the Apoſtle ſaith, Let 12, 
1s corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that 1 Pet. 3. 1,2, 
which us good to the aſe of edifying, that it may adminiſter grace 3, 4. 
to the Hearers ; neither fulibineſs nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, Epb. 4. 29. 
but rather giving of thanks : for, let no man dective you with & 5. 3,445» 
vain words ; becauſe of theſe things cometh the wrath of Cd won 6, 
the Children of diſobedience. Wherefore, if Men and Women x Tim. 4. 12 
were but thus adorn d, and did they but once demean them- P- 3:16, 
ſelves after this truly Chriſtian manner, impudence would 17 18.19. 
ſoon receive a check, luſt, pride, vanity, and wantonneſs, a 20. , 
rebuke: For, with what countenance could they attempt . pa.2.12. 
ſuch univerſal Chaſtity, or encounter ſuch godly Aulterity ? 

No, there would ſcarcely be left z paſſage for vanity and 

pride to look out at ; all their large windows would be burr'd, 

and almoſt every cranny ſtop d: And bowever impious any 

perſons might be in private, for certain they would find no Prov. 31. 23, 

Merchants abroad to buy it, no fondlings to Indulge and em- to 31, 

brace it, all reſpe& to Perſons for their Apparel, and empty 2 Chren.19, 

Titles, would ceaſe ; which is a notorious evil, and contre» . 

ry to the very exptels letter and command of the Scriptures ; Prov.24.23. 

though common Experience teacheth us what place they have Fam.. 1,2, 
I z with 10 9+ 


—— 
— — 


( 60 
with the generality, to Cap, to Sir, to Worſhip, to Ho- 
pour, to Madam, and to Lady, them in almoſt all places of the 
Land; whereby a great Rep might be made towards primi.. 
tive InnocenTy,and that plain-hearted, down-right and harm. 
La. t 2. 29, leſs Life might be reſtored , of not much careing about what 
30. we ſhould cat, drink, er put on; ( which, however Chiiſt called 
x Tim. g. S. the practice of them that knew not God) i the very Spirit of 
2 Pet.3.11, this Age under all its babble about Religion, But with ſuch mo- 
derate care, as might provide what moule be neceſſary and 
Pal. 26. 5. convenient for themſelves and families, be intirely devoted 
zo the conceraments of a Caleſtial Kingdom ; And diligemly 
minding their daily growth and improvement in the Righteouſneſ? 
of it; as what only makes thus life tray & ſollidly comfortable; and 
at their dying moments, can fairly intitle them to that bleſſed Sa. 
Mat. 25.2 f. [uation of, Well done my good and faithful. Seryants, enter into the 
endleſi Foxes and Eternal bravenly Rewards of your Lord ; who 
J., who u God over All bleſt and renown'd for ever. 


Reaf, 12. 


This would be 2 ready meine, and good expedient towards 

" the exrichment of the lard;for by how much the leſs there were 

of that great Superfluity in all theſe vanities, by ſo much the 

Eccleſ. 10, more ſhould the Commodities of our ovn Country be in re- 

165 7 18. ate; the great vent of forreign Goods, being that which 

indebts the Lind to forreigners; whereas otherwiſe they 
would become debtors to us for our Native Manufactures. 

By this means, ſuch Perſons, who by their Exceſs have 

Prov.21.1 7. deeply engag'd their Eſtates, may in a ſhort ſpace be enabled 

to clear them from thoſe incumbrances ; which otherwiſe 

(like Moths)ſoon eat out very plentiful Revenues, not doth it 

leſs than greatly advantage Perions of mean ({ubhſtarce (e- 

ſpecially Servants) to improve their {mall ſtocke, by their di- 

ligent attendance on their bufineſs; And mot expending their 

Prov.20.24, dear-carmngs, and bard got wages, upon ſuper flu Apparel, foo. 

27, liſh Aa. game, Play's, Dancing-ſhewer, Taverns, Alehouſes, 

and the like folly and imtemperance ; of which this Land is more 

infeſted, and by which i.'s zendred more ridiculous than any 

King 
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Kingdom in the World ; Yea, it hath been the very Refuge 
of ulmoſt all the cheating Mountebanks, ſavage Mortice- 
dancers, Pick-pocket and prophane Players and Stagers of 
Neighbouring Countrys ; to the nuine of Religion, the ſhame 
of Government, and the great idleneſs, expence, and de- 
bauchery of the People ; for which the Spirit of the Lord is 
grieved, and the Ju — of the Almighty are at the door, 
od the Sentence ready to be pronounc'd, Let bim that © in- Bev 22.11. 
juſt, be injuit ſtil ;» Wherefore it is that we cannot but loudly 
call upon the — of the times, and teſtiſie both by out 
Life and ine againlt the like vanities and abuſes, if 
poſſibly any may be weaned from their folly, and chaſe the 
good-old-way of Temperance, Wiſdew, Gravity, and His. Prov.22. 4, 
venly Converſation; the only way to inherit the bleſſings cf 29. 
Peace and Plenty here, and Ecernal Happineſs hereafter, 


Real. 13. 


Laſiſy, Suppoſing we had none of theſe foregoing and im- Eccleſ-12.1, 
portant Reaſons to juſtiſie out ſelves, and juſtly wo reprove F/a/-37.21- 
the practice of the Land in theſe particulars ; however, let % 31.16, 
it be ſufhcient for us to ſay, That when People bave firſt learned Pſal. 10. 2, 
to fear and obey their Creator, 3 numerous Debts, tore- . . 
deems their Mortgages, to clear their Eſtates of all Incumbraxces, Fſal,79.12, 
to alleviate and abate thriy oppreſſed Tennants 5, but above all owt- Pſa,$2.3,4. 
ward regard, when the pale faces are mere commuſerated, the Proy 13.14. 
grip'd bellies reliev'd, and naked backs cloath'd ; when the fa. cher. 23. 7. 
miſh'd Poor, the diſtreſſed Widdew, and belpleſs Orphant (G & 16, 22. 
Worky, and your fellow Creatures ) are provided for ; then ſry, J. 2.1415. 
(if rhen) it will be early enough for you to plead the Indifte- Ezeb.22.28 
rency cf your pleaſures : But that the ſweat and tedious la- Amsr5 t, 
deut of rhe Hudband-man, be it early or late, cold or hot, 12. 
wet ot dry,. ſhould be converted into the pleaſure, eaſe, and ch. . 4,7 $. 
paſtime of a ſmall number of men, that the Cart, the Plow, Iſs, 1. 16 
the Thraſh, ſhud be in that continual ſeverity laid wpon mnereen 17, 18. 
perts of the Land, to feed the inordinate leſti and delicious appetite; Ter, 7.6, 
of the twentieth, is (0 far from the appointment of the Great % 12 25, 
Governor of the World, and God of the Spirits of all men, 2 Chr. 19.7. 
thu 
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P/al.40.4, that to imagine ſuch horrible injultice as the effect of his de: 
Aci 10.34. terminations, and not the intemperance of men, Were wet- 
Ru. 2. 11. ched and blaſphemous z As on the other fide, it would be to 
Eph.6.9, deſerve no pity, no help, no relief from God Almighty, to 
Col.3.25, continue that expence in vanity and pleaſure, whilſt the other 
1 Pet. 1, 17, objects great neceſſities go unanfwer'd ; eſpecially,lince God 
Jam.y. 4,5. bath made the ſons of men but Rewards to each others exi- 
+ geacy's and relief ; yes, ſo ſtrict is it enjoyn d, that on the 

PA. 41. 1. omiſſion of theſe things, we find that dreadful ſentence part- 
Mat.25.34, ly to be grounded, of Depart from me ye enrſed into everlaſting 
25,36, fire, &. As on the contrary, to viſit the ſick, ſee the impri- 
Nenn. 1 5. 36. (oned, relieve the needy, &c. are ſuch excellent properties in 
Jam.2,15, Chiift's account, that thereupon it is he will pronounce ſuch 
16 bleſſed, ſaying, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
Pſal.112.9, dom prepared for ye, & c. So that the Great are not (with the 
Prov. 14.21. Leviathan in the deep) to prey upon the ſmall, much leſs to 
Mat. 19.21. make a ſport of the lives and labours of the leſſer ones, to 

gratiſie their inordinate ſenſes. 

Wherefore this we offer, and addreſs to the ſerious Copſi- 
deration as well of Magittrates as others, That if the Money 
which is expended in every Pariſh (there being near ten ten- 
ſand in the Land) in thoſe unneceſſary, vain, nay ſiaful fa. 
ihions and entertainments ; as, Laces, Jewels, Embrodery's, 
Ribbonds, Preſents, Play, Treats, Balls, Taverns, wnmceſ- 
ſary Proviſions and Attendants, of Servants, Horſes, Coaches, 
gaudy Furnitares, with much more fruitleſs and exceſſive 
matters, were collected into a publick Stock, (which would 
1ndubitably amount to ſeveral bundred thouſand pounds a 
year ) There might be reparations to the broaken Tennant, Work- 
bouſes erelied, — the able might at caſie labeur procure a plen- 
ti fal ſubſtance; and the wnable and aged, might have ſuch an 
Annuity 44 would free the Land from Beggars ; the cry of the 
Widdow and ber Orphants would ceaſe; and charitable reliefs 
might eaſily be afforded towards the redemption of poor Slaves, or 
the refreſhment of ſuch diſtreſſed Proteſtants as labour under the 
wiſeries of Perſecution in «they Conntrier. Nay, the Exchequer's 
weeds, on juſt emergency 1, might be ſupplied : All which would be 
4 moſt pleaſant Sacrifice to the juſt and m;reiſul God, a noble Ex- 
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need perſwalions to what their on felicity ſo neceſſarily de. 
pends upon ? Had theſe Vitieſo s of the times a ſence of Hea- 
then-Cato's generoſity, they rather would deny their carnal ap- 
petites, than leave ſuch noble enterpriſes unattempted ; But 
that they ſhould eat, drizk,, play, game, and ſport away their 
bralth, eftater, md above all their wrevocable precions time, 
which ſhould be given to the Lord a8 an neceſſary Introducti- 
on to a valt Eternity (and then which, did they but know it, 
no outward ſollace can come im competition) I ſay, that they 
ſhould be continually employ'd about theſe things, is to have 
the Heathens Memonial, and their Aſhes jidge them, as well 
as Chriſtian Precepts and Examples to condemn them: And 
their final doom will prove the more aſtoniſhing, in that this 
Vanity and Exceſs were ated under a dream of being Chri- 
ſtians all the while, whilt ſhort of Heathens in reality, 

That which remains to the accompliſhment of this Diſ- 
courſe, is ſome of thoſe very many Teſtimonies that might 
be brought, for farther Confirmation of what hath bitherto 
been ſaid to theſe particulars, 


The Teſtimonies of ſeveral Great and Pio Perſonager, both 
Heat bent and { briſtians, againit the common Attire of 
the Age, 


© Solow, call'd one of the ſeven Sages, 8 noble Philoſopher 
©1nd Law-giver to the Abena, being ask'd by Craſw,King 
© of Lydia, Who was the nest baypy wan in the World? (ex- 
* peting he ſhould have (aid be was, becauſe none ſo famous 
t for exceſſive Riches) Anſwered, Tel; who though « poor 
© man, yet an boneſt and good man, und content with what be 
Chad ; And after having ſerved the Commonwealth faithful- 
©ly, and ſeen his Children and their Children victuouſly e- 
© ducared, died in a good old Age. 

© This much diſpleaſed Craſw, but be diſſembled it, Some 
© few dayes after, the King being moſt richly cloathed, and 
2 magnifi- 


3) 
ample of Gravity and Temper ance to ferrei go States, and of an un- 
ſhratable benefu to eur ſelves at home : Alas | Why ſhould men 
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© magnificently Adorned, and ſeated in bis Throne; dem- 
© ded of Solon, If be bad ever ſetn any thing more gloriew f to 
© whom he anſwered, Cocks, Pracocks, and Pheaſants, who are 
© much more beautiful in their natural dreſs, Theſe undervaluing 
© expreſſions of wiſe Selon, diſpless d the luxurious wanton 
mind of Cr&ſw, upon which they parted ; the one defirous 
© of toyes and vanities, the other an inſtructer and example 
© of true Nobility and Virtue, which utterly contemn'd the 
© King's effeminacy's ; But notwithRanding, the Wealth and 
© Pleaſure of Crxſa, gave him but little time to think u 

© the importance of ſuch remarkable ſayings, till robb'd of 
© both ; yetatlaſthe was of another mind : for being taken 
© Priſoner by Cyrw, the firſt Great Emperour of the Perſian 
© e Monarchy, and by his Command, put on a Pile to be 
© burnt ; after ſome pauſe, ſigbed deeply and cry'd, Solon, 
© Solon, Solon; the Emperour hearing, bid the laterpreters 
© ask on whom he cal'd ? On one (ſaid he) that 1 wiſh,above all 
© the Wealth and Pleaſure of the World, might bave ſpoken with 
© ol Tyrants : Upon which the Emperour being curious to 
© know further of the buſineſe, he told him of tbe ſerious, 
grave, religicus life and diſcourſes of this Atbeman Law- 
ider; Which ſo affected Cyrus, that be commanded Craſu 
to be rcleas'd, and us d him, the remainder of bis life, for 
one of his Privy Council. 

And as it was in his time that Tragical Plays were firſt in- 
vented, ſo was he molt ſevere againſt them, foreſceing the in- 
conveniency's that would attend, finding the People affected 
with that Noveltyof Recreations; It is reported of bim, 
© That he went bimſelf to the Play, and after it was ended, 
* went to Theſp the great Actot, and ask'd him, If be were 
© not aſham d to tell ſo many Let in the face of ſo great an Audi- 
© tory? Theſpi anſwered (28 it is now uſual) There « no barm 
© nor (ſhame to All ſuch things is jet: Solon friking bis Staff 
© hard on the ground, reply'd, But in 4 ſhort time, we who ap- 
© prove of this Lind of jeſt, ſhall uſe ut ine „is eur Commun 


© off airs and contralli. In fine, be abſolutely forbad bim to teach or 
© aft Pliy's, concerving them dfteitful and unprofitable, diverting 
© youth and Tradeſmen from more neceſſary and virinom cn 
ments. | He 
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He affirmed that Family the 2. who got ad unjuſtly, kept Plut.vit.Sol, 
© not unfartbfully, ſpemt not with repentance ; and that bappineſfs Symp. ſep 
© confiſtt in 4 vert and boneſt Life, in bring content with Caf. 
© competency of od things, and in uſing them temperately. Etbic. 10.8. 
* And to conclade, be rarneſtly enjoyn'd all to fy corporal plea- Dent r. 
© ſure; for (ſayes he) it certainly brings ſorrow ; but obſerve an Phaler. 
© boneſt life more ſir1GHy than an oath, meditate en ſerious things, Stob.Serm. 3 


© Hippias, 4 Philoſopher ; It is recorded of him, That he Cic. 41%, de 
© would have every one provide neceſlaries for bimſelf, and Oræ. 
© to have been his own Tradeſman; he was Gogular in all 
* ſuch Arts and employments, that be made the very Baie: 
© he WOIE- | 


The Gymnoſophiſte;were 2 [et of Philoſophers in Epypt,that ſo Pl. Z. 2. 
« diſpis'd gaudy Apparel, and the reſt of the Worlds intempe. Cie. Tuſe, 
© rance, that they went almoſt naked, living poorly and with Q. 5. 
© oreat meanne(s, by which they were enabled agtiuſt all cold; 
© and overcome that Luſt by innocence, which people that are called 
© Chriſtians (thengh covered) are overcome withal, 


The Bawburaci, were 2 certain great people that inhabited 8 
bout the river Tygr# in Aa vho obſerving the great influence 
Gold, Silver, and precions Fewels bad upon their minds, agreed Plin. 
to bury all in the Earth, to prevent the corruption of their man- 
mers : they us d inferior Metals, and liv'd with mean and very 
ordinary accommodation; wearing moſtly but one very grave 
and plain Robe to cover nakedneſs. It were well if Chriſtians 
would mortifie their ipſatiable appetites after wealth and vanity, 
« did theſe Heu bens. 


Gynecoſmi, and Gyneconomi, Were two diſtioct numbers of 
Perſons among the Athenians, xppointed by the Magiſtrates 
to over-look the aRions of the Inhabitants 5 the fitſt was to Vide Suid. 
ſee that they Appareled and bebaved themſelves gravely ; eſpecial.” - 
ly that Women were of modeſt bebaview ; and the other was to 
be preſent at their Treats and Feſtivals, to ſee that there was no 
exceſs, nor diſorderly carriage; and in cale avy Were found Cri- 
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ta), 
minal, they had Fall power to puniſh them. When, alas 
when ſhall this temperance be ſeen among rhe called Chri- 
ſtians of rhe times! 


© Cornelia, 1 Noble Romane Matton, and Sifter to Scipio, 
© was eſteem d the moſt famous and honourable Perſonage of 
© her time; not more for the greatneſs of ber birth, than her 
v exceeCing temperance : And Hiſtory particularly mentions 
© this as one great inſtance of her virtue, for which ſhe was ſo 
© much admit'd ; to wit, That ſhe never was accuftow'd to wear 
"rich Attire, but ſuch Apparel a was very plain and grave ; 
© rather making her Children (whom ber Inſthultions and Example 
© bad made wiriwous ) 2 Ornaments, A good pattern 
for the wanton Dames of the Age. 


The axcient Heat hens had gaudy Apparel, change of Faſhi- 
ons, and curioficy of Dreſs in ſuch deteſtation, that they 
made them a mark of an effeminate mind, and wanton diſpo- 
ficion, and ſeldom ud but by Comedianrand Cartexant, 


Gregory (by ſome cal'd) the Great, and eſteemed 1 Father 
of the Church, ſpeaks thus, * There be ſome are of opinion, 
© that the weerong of precious & ſumptuous Apparel,is no fin ; 
© which if it were no fault, the Drvine Word wonld never bave 
© fo punttually exprefs'd wor Hiſtorically related, how the Rich 
© man that was tormentd in Hell, was cloathed in Purple and 
© Silk : whence we may note, that touching the matter or ſub- 
© j-& of Attire, bumane curioſity availeth highly : The firſt 
© (ybſtavce of our Garments was very mean, to wit, Skins 
© with Wool 5; whence it is we read, God made Alam ard bis 
© Wife, Costs of Skins; that is, of Skins of dead Beaſts : 
© Afterwards, ( to ſee the growing pride end vanity of Men and 
© Women) they came to pure Wooll, b:cauſe lighrer ; after 
© that to Flax, then to Dung and Ordure of Worms; to wit, 
© Silk : Laſtly, ro Golf, and Silver, and precious Stones ; which 
© exceſt of Apparel bighly dit God ; for inflance whereof 
©(which the very Pagers themſelves obſerved) We reade 
* that the very fult among the Ran, who ever wore Parple, 
© were 


: (6) 9 
© were firuck with a Thunderbolt, and (o 14 fer a ter- 
© ror to all ſmccending ti that wane ſhowld 0 live proud. 
* [y in precious Attire; thi-was the ſenſe of Grogery Naziggeen, 
that ancient Chriſtian Writer, who wore commonly #poor 
Coat, like to a Frock; ſo did Jaffin Martyr, Ferem, Auſtin, 
Se. un their beſt Robe. 


But above all others, Ferom, u famous man, whom we Ferem. Exif. 
© have had occaſion to mention once before, wrote thus to a I. Oper, 


© Noble Virgin, call d Demetria ; exhorting ber,that(havin 
© ended her Devotion) ſhe ſhould take in k 
© Weaving, after the commendable example of Dorcas ; that 


and Wooll, = \Þ> 


© by ſuch changing and variety of works, the day might ſeem 39. 


© leſs redious, and the attempts of Satan leſs grievous ; con- 
© cluding his Religious Exbortation with this poſitive ſen- 
© tence ; (ſayes be) I ral. generally, No Raiment or Habit 
© whatſoever, ſhall ſcem precious in Chriſt's ſight, but that which 
© thou makeſs thy ſelf, uber for thy own particular wſe, or tx- 
© ample of other Virgins; or to give wnto thy Grandmother, or 
© Mather ; No, though otherwiſe thou didi diſtribute thy Goods to 
© the poor. Let but this ſtrictneſs be obſerv'd, and compared 
with th: Apparel & Converſation of the Age. For however, 
Phariſce-like, they otherwiſe Saint him, ot call him an Holy 
Father. Sure it is, they teject his counſel, 


The great Duke of CAomerancy, Colleague to the Duke of 
Orleance ( Brother to the French King, Lews the 13th) in 
the War by them agitated againſt the Miniltry of Cardinal 
Ricblies (then grand Miniſter of State) being taken aad con- 
victed at Lyons, 2 little before bis beheading, looking upon 
himſelf, who was very richly attired; © Ah (yes be) this 


© becomes not 4 Servant of the Crucified Jeſus; What do Richi. 
© with theſe vanities about me ? He was poor, diffuſed, and naked, Mem. 


© when be went tothe Croſs to die for my fins. And immediately 
* ſtript himſelf of all bis finery, and put « more grave and 
* modeſt garment on him, A ſetious teſlection at a time 
when he beſt knew what was beſt. 


K 2 | And 


(67) 


And for the great intemperance of the Age in Recreations, and. 
Pleaſures ( moſt falſly ſo called) bear what more partica. 
larly, both Heathens and Chriſtians have left recorded ;, al: 
though they were before touch d mpon; nor can they well be 
ſeparated from the other : Both being the moſt natural pre- 
duttion of the ſame Womb of Luit, Pride, and Vamp; 
unworthy of the Nobility of rational and immortal Sonts, 


Vide Calip. Chilon, another of the wife men of Greece, left theſe Three 

Plin 1.7.32, ſetious eApothegmesr, or Pathetical Sayingr, behind bim: 
(1) Whoſorver — learn to know thy ſelf. (2) Br not car- 
neſt in thy deſires after any viſible thing. (3) Miſerywill be 
the end of medling with many matters. Iatimating, the trouble 
thit attends much Traffique ; «nd thoſe debates ad ſuites 
that neceſſarily follow ſuch a courſe of living. 


Valer. © Bias and Stillpe, tro great Philoſophers ; the firſt eſteem- 

Max.7.2- * ed one of the Seven Wiſe Men of Greece, and Prince of his 

Tr. 4. Citizens; who, when bis City was taken, and every one 
going Bag and Baggage, carried -nothidg with bim; and be- 
ing uk d, Why be hetped not to ſecure ſomething with 
Chim? Anſwered, That be carried all be bed about binn. 
©Meanivg a good Conſcience, and a-virtuous Mind, which 
* none could rob him of. The latter was of the City Aera, 
*who, when his Country, Wiſe, and Children, were all de- 
©ſtroy'd by fire, being asked by Demetrius what loſs he had 
*\uſtained ? — Nothing : for I only count that to bi 
ers, which no body can tal from me, which the peace of 
good mind. 


Nam. cov, © Abaxageras, 1 Noble man, but a true Philoſopher ; He 
War. © had a great Mate, and large Patrimony, which he ſurren- 
Cie, Tuſc, *d4ed to bis Friends; and being reproved for his carelef(- 
Leet. 5. *n:(s; anſwered, M's enongh for you te care. One tsked him 
My be had no more love for bis Conntry ? T, (laid be} 

* pointing bus finger tomards the Heaven. When he returne 

* from tus Travels, and ſaw his great Pofſeſbons, be uttered 
this 


(6 ) | 
ts expreſſion, PII, * .. mpoifle nſſem ; Tf FI Plin,1.s8. 
Chad nat diſ-regarded them, I bad periſhed ; — *. a 
he had let · his mind gadd after ſuch fading objects, and been 
exerciſed with thoſe periſhing concerns, he bad never 
known the ſweetneſs of a divine life; but had been ignc- 
tant of that, for which his life was given him; and conſe- 
quently had dy'd as miſerable as the diſpiſers of a Heaven- 
ly life, and lovers of this worlds pleaſures, are wont to do, 


Themifleclts, agreit Ab General) being told by SH. 
chan, That be would teach him the Art of Memory; Gravely Plutarch. 
anſwered, He bad rather learn the Art of Forgeifmineſs : ad- 
ding, He could remember enough, but many things be could not 
forget, which were neceſſary to be forgotten , a8 the Honours, 
Glory's, Pleaſures, and Conquelis he had ſpent bis dayes io, 
too apt to tranſport to vain glory. 


Secrates, the moſt divine and learned Philoſopher of bus time, pr. 
(and whom tis feign'd that Apollo ( cal'd the Godd of Wil. Apolog, 
dom) gave this Character, That be was the wiſeſt man on Duog. 
Earth) was a man of ſevere life, and inſtructed People grate, Leers. 
in juſt, grave, and virtuos ner; for which, being envied Hetvic. 
by the vain Comical wit ef the Age, Arifophanes, ( 23 ſpoyl- Cic. Tuſe. 
ing their Trade of Player) and exercikng the generality of arp, x, 
the People with more noble and virtuous things, was repre- Y7moph, 
ſented in a Play by Arifopbaner, in which he rendred Socrates Bre- 
ſo ridiculous, that the Vulgar would rather part with Secra- Cc. Otat. 
tes in earneſt, than Socrates in jeſt ; © which made way for L. Apo). 
© their impeachiog bim as an enemy to their Godds, for Fre, Hf. 
*which- they put him to death. But in-a (hore ſpace, bis 80 f. bal. A f. 
jadges, & the whole People ſo deeply reſented his abſence, 
© that they lem many of his Accuſers; ſome bang'd them- 
© ſelves; none would trade with them, not anſwer them a que. 
lion. They etected ſeveral Statues to his praiſe ; they for- 
t bid his Name to be metztioned, that they might ſotget their 
© injuſtice : They call'd home his baniſhed Friends and Schols E 
ers: And by the moſt wiſe od learned men of that Agg; Ce Eri 
eit is obſerved, That famous City was puniſhed with the gr. Eis 

© molt. 


them; 


eradle 


(29) 
© moſt dreadful Plague that ever rag'd amang 
© and all Greece with it, never proſpered in any conſid 
© undertaking, but from that time alwayes decay d. 


Amongſt many of his ſober and Heavenly Maxime, ch 
which he was accuſtomed to diſcourſe with bis diſciples, 
thele are ſome z 


Cue. © He taught every where, That an upright man, and an 
/ Alex, © happy man, were all one. 
Strom. 2.417 


„, Mem, * They that do Good, are employ'd ; they that ſpend their 
1.p.720, time in vain Recreations, are idle. 


Yen, Mem, Jo do Good, is the beſt courſe of Life ; he only is idle, 
3-p.78.779, ho might be beitet employ'd. 

780. 

Crab. Ech. A Horſe is not known by his furniture, but qualities; 
Serm. 1. 11, © ſo Men are to be eſteemed for Virtue, not Wealth, 


Stb. 4.6. © Being a8ked, Who lived without trouble? He anſwered, 
© Thoſe who are conſcious to themſelves of no evil thing. 


Stob. 218, Io one who demanded, What was Nobility ? He an- 
* (wered, A good temper and diſpoficzon of Soul and Body. 


Yenph, © They who know what they ought to do, and do it got, ure 
Aſem. 3. *notwiſcand temperate ; but fools, and finpid, 


Senec. Epiſt. To one that complained, be had not been benefited by 
1,103, © his Travels; Not without reaſon (yes Socrates) Thou d 
travel without thy ſelf ; Tntimating, he knew not the etcrnal 

Mind, or God, to ditect and inform him. 


Stob. 28. 2 Being demanded what Wiſdom was ?. ſaid, A virtue 
© compoſure of the Soul. And being azked, who were Wiſe? 
anſwered, T boſe that fin not. 


© Seeing 


(71) 


Seeing 4 young man Rich, but ignorant of Heavenly Sieb. 32, 
things, and purſuing Eutthly pleaſures ; Bebel ( (ayes be) 
C Golden Slave 


© Soft wayes of — in pleaſure, beget neither good conſti- Nen m. 1, 


tien of bedy, nor nu 


© Fine and rich Cloaths, are only for Comedian, that wonld A lian. . 
© port the Prople with only mating themſelves fools, © 


" © Being demanded, from what things Men and Women Seb. 3 7. 
© ought to refrain? He anſwered, PLE ASHR'S. 


« Being asked, What Continence and Temperance were ? Stob. 37. 
© (aid, Government of corporal deſires, and pleaſures ; the wicked Se. $7, 
c live to cat, &. but the good gat to live : temperate Perſons Xen, m. 3, 
decome the molt excellent: Eat that which neither burts 4. 
© the body nor mind, and which « caſie tobe gotten, 


One ſaying, It was a great matter to abſtain from what Hur. 
tone defires ? But (ſayes he) it & better not todefire at all, Hiſt.y, 


© [t is the property of God to need nothing ; aud they that nerd, Stob. 37. 
© and are contented with leaſt, come neereſt God, 


© The only and beſt way to Worſhip Cod, i to nund & obty what. Xenerh, 
© ſerver be Commands, mem. 4. 802. 


© That the Souls of Men & Women partake of the Divine Na- Xen, mem. 4. 
tere; that God #s ſeen of the virtuous mind; that by waiting up- Plat. Phad. 
© on bie t bey are ned wnto him un an inacceſſible place of purity 
© and bappineſs ; which God be aſſerted alwayes to be near bum, 

Miny more are the excellent Sayings of this great man, 
who was dot leſs famous for his Sayings, thap his Examples 
with the grenteli Nations; yet died he a Sacnfice to the ſot · 
uch fury of che vain world, $0 1 

. he 


(72) 
Tae Hiſtory of his Life reports, That his Father was told, 
He (honld bave the guide of bu Life within bia, which ſhould be 


Xen,mem,1, more to bim than froe hundred Maſters ; Which proved true. 
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Iaſtructing his Schollers herein, Charging thew not to neglet 
theſe divine ff airs which properly concern man, to mind or enquire 
after ſuch things as are without in the v1ſible world, 

He taught the uſe of outward things only as they were ne- 
ceſſity to Life and Commerce ; forbidding ſaperflaities and Cu- 
rrofities. He was executed for bis Doctrine after having lived 
ſeventy years ; the moſt admired, followed, and viſited of all 
men in his time, by Kings and Commonwealths ; and then, 
whom, Antiquity mentions none With more reverence and 
honour, 

Well were it for poor England, if her conceited Chiiſtiang 
were true Socrates's ; whoſe divine, ſevete, juſt, and felf- 
denying life, doth not beſpeak him more famous, than it will 
Chriſtians infamous at the revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment; where Heathens Virtue ſhall eggravate Chriſtians la- 
te perance ; and theu Humility, the others exceſſive Pride; 
and juſtly too, fince a greater than Socrates is come, ( whoſe 
Name they profeſs) but they will not obey him. 


Plato, that famous Philoſopher (and Scholler to Socrates) 
was ſo grave, ſo heavenly devoted, ney, ſo diſcreetly Poli- 
tick, that in his Commonwealth, be wonld not ſo mach as har 
beur Portical Fancy's, (much leſs open Stagers) us being too 
effeminate; and apt to with-draw the minds of youth trom. 
more noble, more manly, as well as more ahcavenly exer- 
ciſes. 

Flas ſeeing « young man play at Dice, Keproved bim 
© ſharply ; the other anſwered, What, for ſo ſmall a matter? 
© Cuſtom ((aith Plato) us no ſmall thing ; let idle ben be gent 
© more #{efully, 

Let youth ( ſaith be) take delight in good things ; for 


' © Pleaſures are the baits of evil. Obſerve, the momentory ſweet- 


© neſs of a delicyona life, us followed with eternal ſorrow ; the ſhort 

© pain of the comrary, with eternal pleaſures : being commanded 
x « 

6 


1 ©» 


© to put on 2 Purple gumenc by ine King of Sicily; he refu- 
ed, ſaying, He was a m. aj ſcorn'd ſuch effeminacy's, 


© H: addicted himſelf to heavenly Contemplations, and is Alcin, 


© (aid to have liv d a virtuous but fogle Life; alwayes eying 
© and obeying the Mind, which he ſometimes cal d God the 
© Father of all things; afh:ming, Whe ſo lived; ſhould become 
© [he bi; and ſo telated, as to be joyn d with, or to the Di- 
t vinity it ſelf. 

© This (am: Plate, upon his dying bed, ſent for bis Friends 
© zhout him, and told them, the wholg World was out of the way, 
© in that they underſtad? not, not regarded the Mind ( that 18 
God) aſſuring them, thoſe men died moſt comfortably, 
© that liv'd mott conformable to right Reaſon, ſought and 
* ador'd the fuſt Cauſe, meaning God. : 


eAntiſibenes, un Aibeman Philoſopher, who had taught in Laert. vit. 
the ttudy of Elequence ſeveral years ; but upon his heating Secret. 
Socrates treat of the ſeriouſneſs of Religion, of the divine Life, . SA lian. 


ternal Rewards, & c. lid all ba Schollers to ſeck them a new A- 
ſer, jor be bad found one for himſelf ; wherefore ſelling bis e- 
itite, be diſitibuted it to the poor, and betook bimſelt wholly 
to the conſidetation of heavenly things, going chearfully fix 
miles every day, to hear Socrates, 


But where are the like Preachers and Converts among $rob. 


the People called Chriftians | Obſerve the daily pains of So- 
crates; ſurely be did not indy a week, to read a written Sermon ; 
we are aſſured of the contrary ; for 'tivas frequent with him 
to Preach to the People at any time-of the day, in the vety 
ſtreets, as occalion ſerved. Neither was he an Hireling, cr 
covetous 3 for be did it pratss ; ſurely then, he had no fat Be- 
nefices, Tythes, Gleabs, &c. And let the (elf-denyal and di- 
ligence of Atitbenes be conſidered ; of a Philoſopher and 
Miſter, to become a Scholler, and that a daily one; ſurcly ir 
was then matter of reproach, ( as tis new) ſhe wing both 
want of Knowledge, ( though call d Philoſcpher ) and tis 
ereat deſues to obtain it, None of theſe us d to go to Player, 
Byls, Treats, &c, they found more ſerious emp/oyments for 
their minds, and were —_— of temperance to the world. 
I 


Laert. 


Stob. 


bid. 117. 


Diog. Laert. 


Agel. lib. 9. 
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Laert. vit. 


Mendy, 
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T will repeat ſome of his grave S:ntences, as reported by 
Laeriizs, Drocleſ. ind others; namely, That tboſe are only 
noble, who are vertuous ; that vertue warſelf. ſi ficient to 
© happineſs ; That it confiſteth in athons, not requiring many 
© words, nor much learning, and # ſelf-ſufficient to wiſdom ; for 
© (bat all other things have reference therewnts. That men ſhould 
* not Govern by torce ; not by Laws, unleſs good ; but by 
© Juſtice, 

l To x Friend, complaining be had loſt his Notes, Then 
© ſhouldſt have writ them pon thy mund ( ſanth he) ard not in & 
© Book. 
© Thoſe who would never die ( ſaith he) mult live juſtly, 
© and piouſly. 

© Being asked, what learning was beſt > That (ſaith he) 
© which anlearneth evil, 

Io one that prais d a life full of pleaſures and delicacies ; 
Let the ſons of my'Enemies (ſaith he) Give delicately ; counting 
© it the greatelt miſery. 

© We ought (ſaith be) to aim at ſuch pleaſures as follow 
© honeſt labour ; and not thoſe which go before it. 

*When at any time he ſaw a Woman richly dre d, he 
would, in « way of reproach, 6:d ber Hauland bring out his 
© Horſe and Arm; meaning, If be were prepared to juſlific 
© the injuries ſuch wantonne(s uſeth to produce, be might the 
bettet allow thoſe dangerous freedoms ; Otherwiſe ( ſaith 
ge) pluck off her rich and gan Attive. 

© He is ſaid to exclaim bitrerly againſt Pleaſures; often 
[4 ſaying, I bad rat ber be mad, than 44d, A ed L Pleaſure, and 
© bend my dayes in decking and feeding my Carkaſe. 

© Thoſe (ſayes be) who have once learned the way to tem- 
© perance and virtue ; det them not offer to emtangle themſelves 
© again with fruitleſs ſtories and vain learning ; nor be additied to 
© corporal delicacies which dull the mind, and will divert and hin- 
© der them from the purſuit of theſe more noble and heavenly 
© verimer. 

© Upon the death of his beloved Maſter, Socrater ; be in- 
e ſtituted a dect, called Cymcks ; out of whom came tust vaſt 
© Se of the Stoch both which had theſe common principles, 
| © which 
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« hich they daily with great and unwearied diligence did 
« maintain, and inſtruct People in the knowledge of, wiz. 

No man us wiſe or bappy, but the good and vertan man j that Laert. 
not much learning, nor ſtudy of many things was neceſſary ; that Plat. de rep, 
4 Wiſe man us never drunk nor mad, that be never finneth. That 4 Stick; 
Wiſe man i void of paſſion, That be # ſincere, religious, grave ; 509. 
that be only is divine ; that ſuch only are Priefts and Prophets; C ic. de nat, 
that they bave God in tbemſelvet, and that bu Law « printed Deo. lib, 2. 
in theit minds, and the mind: of all men, that ſuch a oxe only can 
pray, id innocent, week , temperate, ingenious, noble ; a good Ma- Latt, de 
giſtrate, Father, Son, Maſter, Servant, and worthy of praiſe : Ira. Dei. 
On the contrary, that wicked men can be none of theſe ; that . 10. 
the ſame belongs to Men and Women. Their diet was ſlender their p / 
food only what would ſatiofie nature ; their coverings exceeding 2. N. 
mean ; their babitations ſolitary and bomely : They af thoſe 7 b. 16, 
who liv d with feweſt things and were contented, moſt nearly ap Cie. Tuſe. 
proached God, who wants nothing, They voluntarily deſpiſed riches, r . 4 
glory, and nobility, 4s fooliſh ſhews, and vain fittions, that bad no Dug. Larrt, 
true and ſolid worth or beppineſs in them. They made all things te Mend, 
be good or evil, and flatly deny d the idle ſtories of Fortune and Steb. 
Chance, Cettzioly, theſe were they, who having no (exter- 
nal) Law, became a La unto themſelves ; and did not abuſe 
the knowledge they bad of the invifble Cod; but to their 
capacities improved that piety of life, and infiruted men in 
that righteous, ſerious, ſollid, and heavenly Principle,which 
leads to true and everlaſting happineſs, 


© Ariſtotle, Scholler to Plate, and the Oracle of Philoſo- Stob. Sermi 
* phy to theſe very times, ( though not ſodivinely Contem- 45, 
* plative as his Maſter, nevertheleſs) follows bim in this; 
© and looks upon all ſuch Productions, te be that folly and v 
© nity, which ſhould by good diſcipline be exil'd humane ſoc ict ies. 

© Ariſlo'le ſeeing 1 youth hnely dteſt; (aid, Art then wot 4+ 705. 161. 
© ſham'd, when Na ure bath made thee a man, to mak thy [elf 4 
© woman And to another, gazing on his fine Cloak ; Why id. 46. 
© doeſt thou boaſt of a Sheeps fleece? He (aid, It was the duty 
© of 4 good man, to live io under Laws, as he ſhould do it 
© there Were none, 

nn Clitomackhas, 


(7s) 


Vide Alien 0 Claas bes and Epeminonla, two reit Captairs 194 


Vide Nenepb. 
C Prod, 


i: Suid, 


© Champions at War: The hilt is reported to bave been (© 
© very chaſte, and virtuous in bis diſpotition, That if be had 
© brard axy talk vain or obſcene diſcourſe, be preſemly was wont 
© ro quit the Company and be gene: The later, is deſcribed to 
© have been 2 man cut ſtripping any of his tire, in good and 
© virtuous things; and therefore had in great reverence by the 
People of thoſe times; but above other things, they obſer. 
© ved, That he would never lye, neliher in jeit nor earneſt, 
though for his own advantage ; ſo devoted was he to a jult 
* and righteous Convetſatiov. 


© Phocion, x very famous A henian, honeſt and prox, ye! be 
© contemned Riches : Philip, King of Macedoma, could not cor- 
© rupt him with\all bu Meals; and when leveral pet- 
ſwaded him to accept of his offers, or elſe his Children 
© would be in need: He anſwered, If they be like me, that 
© which ſorv'd me will ſerve them; If wnlike, I will not ſerch ro 
© morerrſh their luxary by providing ſuperfluities ; good men will be 
© content with few things, and thry that wonld ſerch for more, dy 
© not deſerve what they Have. How much co theſe wiſe ex- 
preſſrons condemn the pride and wantanneſs of this Age? 
Surely *cwere better to be a Phocion in the day of Judgment, 
than thouſands that call themſelves by the ſplended Name of 
Chriſtian, who are ſtcangers to the Life of 17. 


% Mandanins, 2 great and famous Philoſopher of the Gyme- 

© weſopbiſter, whom Alexander, the fiſt Greecian Emptreur 

© (called the Great) required to come te the Feaſt of Jupi- 

© tet'g Son, ( meiring bimſelt declaring that if be Came, be 
ound be rewarded; if not, be ſhruld b: put te deeth. The Pri- 
© 1oſopher contemned his Meſizge, 2s vain and ſordid, He 
© firſt told them, That be den d bim to be Jupirer's Som ( 2 
© meer ſiction.) Next, That as for bus gifts, he eftermed then 
© nothing worth; | is-own Country could furmſh him with nec ſſa- 
© ries, led which be covered nothing And laſtiy, xs for the 
© death be threata'd, II. did not frar it; but of ihe two, the 
* wiſhed 
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c wiſhed it rather; In that (ſaid he) 1 am ſure it change to 
ere bleſſed and bappy late. How little theſe called Chti- 
flians are true Philoſophers, and bow much more this Philo- 
ſopher was a Chriſtian than they ; let the righteous Principle 
in every Conſcience judge. Is it not then intollerable that 
theſe dablers of the times ſhould be eſteem'd for Chrifhans, 
who are yet to learn to be good Heathens ? that prate of Grace 
and Nature, and know neither ; who ſaucely mil determine 
what's become of Heathens, and know not where they are 
themſelves; nor mind what may become of them ; that can 
run tesdih over a tedious Liſt of famors Perſonages ;-and 
callummate ſuch as will not with them celebrate their memo- 
ties with extravagant and. ſuperſtitious praiſes, whilſt it's 
laidabte to ict the contrary ; and no ſo ready away to be- 
Cone vitious,as not to be ſo; a firange paradox but too true; ſo 
blind, ſo Rupifed,. ſo beſotted are the fooliſh (enſualiits of 
the world, under their great pretenices to Religion, Faith, 

and W orſhip. Ah 1 did. they know the peace, the joyer he 
unſpeakable raviſhment of ſoul, that inſeparably attend the 
innocent, harmleſs, ſtill, and retired Life of Jeſus : Did they 
but weigh within themſelves, the Authors of their vain de- 
lights and paltimes ; the nature and diſpoſition they are ſo 
grateful to; the Cangerous conſequences of exerciting the 
mind and its aff:Rions b: low, and arcetting them from therr 
due arrendance, and obe dience to the mol} holy crying Voice 
in theic Conſciences ; repent, return, all cs vanity and Vexation 
of ſþ.rit. Were dat the! e things teflected on, were the in- 
cellant woings of Jeſus, and bis portunate knocks, and in- 
treaties at the door, but kindly afffwered, andhe admitred : 
take up his poſſeſſion there. And laſtly, were ſuch teſolver 
to give upto the inſttuctions and holy guidance of his eterp{l 
Soꝛrit, in all the humble, heavenly, and righteous Convetſt- 
tion it requires, and of which he is become our Captain ant! 
Example ; then, O then, both root and branch of Vanity, the 

Nature that in- ented, and which d:lights ber ſelf therein, 
with all the folly's themſelves would be conſum'd and vanith, 

But they, alas ! cheat themſelves by miſconſirurd Scriptures, 
and 4 with the unt empered Mort ar of miſapply'd Prom:/r1 
my 


Dog. Laert. 
Vit. Cre. G 


H pp. 
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My Friends, mind the juſt Witneſs & holy Principle in your 
ſelves, that you may experimentally know more of the divine 
Life, in which, and not in a mulutude of vain tepetitione, 
and aicry fancies, true and ſollid felicity eternally coplifts. 


© Hipparchia, A fair Macedoman Virgin, Noble of Blood, 
© (as they term it) but more tiuly noble of mind, I cannor 
© omit to mention; who entercain'd ſo earneſt an affection 
© for Crates, the Cymcal Philoſopher, as well for his (ſevere 
© life, as excellent diſcourſe, that by no means could her Re- 
© lations, nor Suiters, by all their wealth, nobility, & beauty, 
diſſwade her from beiog his companion: Upon which range 
© reſolution, they all berook themſelves to Crater, beſeech- 
ing dim to ſhew bimſelf a true Philoſopher, in perſwading 
© her to deſiſt; which he ſtrongly endeavoured by many argu- 
© ments, but not prevailing; went his way, and brought all 
© the little furniture of his houſe and ſhew d het; 7h (ſaith 
© be) « thy Habu; that, the furniture of thy bouſe : Conſider 
© on it, for thou canſt not br mint, unleſs thou followeft the ſame 
© comrſe of life; (for being rich above 20 tallents, which is more 
© then 50000.1, he neglected all to follow a retired Rudious 
© life ) all which had ſo contrary an effect, that ſhe immedi- 
© arely went to bim before them all, and ſaid, I ſeek not the 
© pomp and effeminacy of this world, but knowledge dd vertur, 
© Crates ; and chuſe « life of temperance, before à life of delica- 
© cies; for trae ſatufaltion, thou know'ſt, ts inthe mind; and 
© that pleaſure is only worth ſething, that laſts for ever. Thus was 
Cir, (he became the conftggt companion, both of his love and 
© life z bis friendſhip, — 2 virtues; travelling with bim 
© from place to place, and performing the publick Exet- 
© ciſes of Inſtrution with Crates, wherever they came: She 
© was a molt violent enemy to all Impiety but eſpecially to 
© wanton men and women, and thoſe whoſe garband conver. 
© ſation ſhew'd them devoted to vain pleaſures and paſlimes; 
6 Effeminacy, rendring the like perſons not only anprofirable, but 
* permtions to the whole world. Which ſhe as well made good 
by the example of her exceeding induliry, temperance, and 
ſeverity, as thoſe ate wont to do by their intemperance 2nd 


folly ; 
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folly : for ruin of bralth, eſtates, virtue, and loſs of tternal 
happineſs, have ever attended, and ever will attend ſuch cartbly 
munds, ; 

Thus may the voluptuous Women of the times, read their 
reproofs in the character of a brave Heathen ; and learn, That 
ſollid bappineſs confiſts in a divine and holy compoſure of mind; in 
a neglett of wealth and greatneſs; and contempt of all corporal 
pleaſwresr, as more befitting Beat than immortal Spirits And 
which are us d by none, but ſuch as not knowing the excel- 
lency of heavenly things, are both inventing and delighting 
like brutes, in that which petiſheth ; giving the preference to 
poor mortality ; and ſpending their lives, to gratifie the luſts 
of 4 little dirty fleſh and blood,that ſhall never enter into the King- 
dm of Heaven : by which their minds become dark'ned, and 
ſo inſenſible of more Cœleſtial Glory's, that they do not only 
refuſe to enquire after them ; but infamouſly ſcoff and deſpiſe 
whoſoever do, as a fooliſh, frantick, & meer mad People ; 
to that ſtrange degree of darkneſs, and impudence this Age 
bat got. But if the exceeding temperance, chaſtity, virtue, 
iaduſtty, and contentedneſs of very Heathens, with the plain 
and neceſſaty enjoyments,God has been pleaſed to vouchſafe 
the Sons and Daughters of Men, as ſufficient to their wants, 
that they may be the more at leiſute to anſwer the great end of 
their being born, will not ſuffice, but that they will exceed 
the bounds, precepts, and examples, both of Heathen; and 
Chriſtians, by the invention of vanities to indulge their bo- 
dies; Wiath tod inexpteſhble anguith (hall overtake them, 
when they ſhall have an Etervity, to think with gnaſhing 
teeth, on what, to all Etetnity, they can .never remedy 
Theſe diſmal wages art decreed to be their lot, who ſo far front 
God, Heaven, and Eternal felicities, as to age their acquain- 
tance with them, and daily increaſe in the love and knowledge of 
thew, meerly to gratifie the deſires 7 periſhing fleſh, and for the 
enjoyment of a few fading toyer, For ſuch to think, that not- 
withſtanding their lives of ſenſe and pleaſure, wherein their 
minds become flaves to their bodies, that they (hall be ever. 
laſtingly happy, is one of the greatett evils they can com- 
mit lince tis the gteateſt abuſe to the Holy God, that m 
| and 


Tert. lib. de 
Patien. 


Chryſoſt. 


A. 12. 36. 
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and Women ſhould believe him an eternal companion for 
their carnal and ſenſual minds ; for, 4 the tree falls, ſo it 
Hes; 4 death leaves them, judgment finds them: there's no te- 
pentance in the grave. Therefore you, to whom this comes, 
O retire, with-draw a while; let not the Body (ee all, taſſe all, 
enjoy all; but let the Soul ſee too, taſte, and enjoy that 
knowledge and divine food,and thoſe heavenly refreſhments 

:oper to that invifible World, of which ſhe is an Inba- 
RR and where ſhe muſt abide in an eternal ſtate of peace, 
or plaguer, when this viſible one (hall be diſſolved. 


Quintil;an, bad ſo ill an opinion of the Stage players, that 
beſides other enormities, he plainly termed chem © Hypocrices, 
© oro(s diſſemblers, and lyars, from counterfeiting the manner, 
© meaſure, motion, geſture, gate, feature, and attions of ſuch 
$ perſons 28 they repreſent, hole faſhion and humour they 
to often inhnuate in beholders, as well as they retain them 
© themſelves, When they have put on their ovn cloaths again. 
Ho true this gueſs vn in an Heathen, the impiety's of cal- 
led Chriſtians, have potorioully demonlirated, 


Tertullian, Chryſeſtom, I br], Gregory Nux. nccounted 
ancient Fathets; eſpecially Tertullian, who lived about two 
hundted years after Chrift ; now ſcurteen hundred and fixty 
vine years ſince: Upon that remarkable paſſage, recorded by 
Matthew, us the words of Chrift himſelf, namely, But I ſay 
unte you, that every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they hal 
give account thereef in the day of Judgment : Almoſt agree. 
dayes Tertullian, of all vain aud ſuper fiuons wordt; More talk 
thao is neceſlary; Sayes Chry/oftew, Of ſuch words as art not 
convenent, nor profitable but move immodeſty. Sryes I heophylatt, 
Of all Lyes, Callumny rs, all inordinate, and ridicu/ons ſpeeches. 
Sayes Gregory, Such words intn ſhall account for, which want 
that preſu, ever redounding from mode#ft diſcourſes, and that are 
ſeldow witered from any preceding neceſſity, or cauſe ; things fri- 
volous, fables, old-wives txltr, All which ſufhciently repre- 


bend the Recreations of the times, of great folly, vanity 
and ho, 


Ambriſeg 


(% ) 


Ambroſe, mother Fatber, who firſt was Lieutenant of the Scrat. lib. 4. 
Province and City of Millan ; and upon his diſcreet appea- cb, 25, ; 
fing of the Multitude, ſomewhat diſorderly upon ſome dif- 
ference amongſt them, about EleQing a Biſhop, was by their | 
uniform Conſent choſen himſelf; Although this Perſon of [ 

ö 
| 


all others, might have been thought to plead for rhe iccuſto- 
med Recreafions, eſpecially not baving been long a Chiiſti- 
an, (for he was a COR (or one but lately irc 
at the time of his being Elected; ) yet doth be in ſo many 
words determin the matter thus; Playes ought not to be kyown 
by Chriſtians, And, 


Anguſtize, more famous much for his many Books, and uff. ds 
knowledg in Church affairs, whoſe ſentences are oracles With Cor. Dei. 
, ſome, gives this as his Opinion of Playes, and the like Re- fg, 2 6h. 7. 
creations ; That they were more pernitions and abominable than 
thoſe Idolatrow Sacrifices which were fer d in bonour of the 
Pagen Godds ; Doubtleſs he thought the one not ſo offenſive to 
R-alon, and the impreſhons Divinity hath made on every un- 
deiſtanding; as the uber was very pleaſantto the ſenſes, and 
therefore apt to ſteal away the mind from better things ; for 
cis his maxime, That everything a man doth, is either a hin- De Civ. Dei, | 
drance, or furtherance to good, This would be eſteem d intol- {;6,9. ch. 5. 
lerable Do&trine in 1 Quaker, yet will the Quaker rejoyce if 
it de eſteem d and follow's, as good Doctrine in Auguſtine, 


Nay, Pohbuu, Cicero, Livia, Tacitz, great Heathen 
Writers, aſctib d the flouriſhing of the Roman State and Em- 
pire, to the Gravity, Religion, and Virtus of thoſe Ages; ma- 
ny times birterly envyidg againlt the exceſs, and vanity, we 
have here condemned, as that which doth deboyſt civil ſo- 
ciety's, and bring them under ſuch effeminate ſecurity, as to 
expoſe them to the violence of the firſt Pretenders ; which 
both Auguſtize and Ladlant ius further attelt, 


Machiavel, in his Diſputations ſaith, © The firſt promoters Aſach 4%. 
© of Chriſtianity, were ſo diligent in zooting out the vanity'g, 116. 2. cb. 5. 
—_ * and 


(82) 
| © and ſuperſtitions of the Gentiles, that they commanded alt 
* * Poets and Hifferiaus, which contained avy thing of the Gen. 
© tile Converſation or Worſhip, to be burn'd But that Spi- 

© rit's extinguiſh'd, and thoſe follys revived, 


Cerdan de © Cardan, more particular relates to us, bow Gregory,though 
ſapient.l.2, ©a Pope, ( another from bim afore. mentioned ) did cauſe 
* many Latine Authors to be burn'd, becauſe of their vanity 
c and laſciviouſneſs ; as Ceciliants, Afrimm, Nevim, Lict- 
© mu, Zenmmns, Attilins, Fitter, Lint Dialogues ; nor did 
Plaut, Martial, and Terrence (ſo much in requeſt both in 
© the Schools and Academies cf the Land) eſcape their honeſt 
© zeal, although the multitude of Copies ſo far fruſtrated 
< their good intentions, as they are multiply'd of late; In 
© like manner (ſayes Cardan) did Gregory Naziexcen ſuppreſs 
© the Greek Authors, Menander, D philor, Appollodonns, Fhilr- 
© mon, Alexis, Sappho, cc. 


Petrus Bellonins, thit great and inquiſitive Traveller, when 
he came to Mount Athos, where there live in ſeveral Mons 
ſteries hx thouſand Caleieri, or Religious perſons (ſo called) 
* He did not ſo much as find there, ( no nor in all Greece} 
© one man acquainted in the Converſation of theſe parts , for 
© though they had ſeveral Manuſcripts of Divinity in their 
© Libraries, yet not one Port, Hifforian, or Phuleſopber ; for 
© the Rulers of that Church were ſuch enemies thereto, that 
© they Anathematiz'd all ſuch Prielis, and Religious perſons, 
© 2s ſhould read or tranſcribe any Books, but what treated of 
Religion: And periwaded all others, that it wzs not lawful 
© for n Chriſtian to ſtudy Peefie, Fc, though nothing is more 
* orateful in thoſe dayer. 


Pet. Bell. b. 
ſer. I. 1. c. 35. 
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Chap. 39. 


© Owzelins, in his Animadverſions on Minuas: Felix, (rich, 

Onuzl. Ani. * That a5 the Gentiles did object ro the Chriſtians, their ruds 
wad.in Min. tile, ill bred Language, and deſtitute of all Addreſs, or civil 
Felix; p. 25. Salmationz calling them Ruſticks and Clowns : ſo did the 
© Chriſtians, by way of Irony and contempt, term them the wel 

© bred, the eloquent, & the knowing.. This be proves by ample 

teltimo- 


(83 ) Ws 
© reflimonies out of eArmbins, Lat antin, Ifidery!, Pinfputy 
© Theodore, nnd others. 


Ja the Conſtustrons of Clien, Rewanss, (us ſuppos'd) it is Conflitut, 


injoyn'd, ' Abſtain from all the Books of the Gemriles ; What Clem. Rem. 


< have you to de wich Rrange, and unprofitable diſcourſes, 4. l. ch. G. 
< which ſeduce weak People? | 

The Council of Carthage, had an expreſs Canon agaioſt rex- Diſtintt. 37. 
ding the Heathen Authors, much leſs their fooliſh Com- . Exiſcey. 
mazdics. And, citant. 


Gratias alſo hath ſuch- like paſſages as theſe, We ſee that H * _ 
© the Prieſts of the Lord, neglecting the Goſpels, and the“ ent19,de 4. 
«© Prophets, read Commædies, or Play-books, and ſing Love» Ci. . 40. 
© verſes, and read Yirgi/ ; (i Book now in ſo much requeR, as * 
© to have been of late rendred into Englith,) Strange ! that 
© theſe things ſhould have been ſo ſeverely cenſur'd of old, 
© and that thoſe perſons whoſe Names ate had in ſo much te- 
© verence, ſhould make the like Actions the conſtruRions of 
* Chriſt's Precepts, and the natural conſequences of the Chri- 
© tian Docttine; and yet that they ſhould be ſo far neg» 
© leKed of this Age, as not tobe judged worthy an imita- 
tion. 


The Waldenſes, ſo called from one Peter Walds, x Citizen Alb. Caper. 
of Lyons in France, in the year 1160; elſewhere called A. H;ft, deorige 
bigenſes, from the Country Albi; Lollards in England from den. 
one Renard Lollard, who ſometime after came into theſe Yipnia, Hy. 
parts, and Preached boldly «gain the Idolrtry's, Superſtiti- Biblio 30. 
ons, and vain Converſation of the Inhabjgants of this Iſland, Dubran, bif, 
They had many other Names, #u$ Arnoldiſts, Eſperomſts, Hen- Bobems . 14. 
riciens, Siccars, Inſabacha, Pataremans, Twrinpins, Lyomiſts, Thuan, in 
Fraticelli, Huſſues, Bobemi ant, ( ſtill the fame ;) but finally, bift. ſai temp. 
by the Papſts, damnable Herericks, though by the Preteſſams, p. 45 K. 

the true Church of Chr.» And to omit many teſtimonies, I Mat. Peri 
will inſtance only in Biſhop Uſher, who in his diſcourſe of the hi. of Engl, 
ſucceſſion of the Chriſtian 1 defends them not only for Ay. 1174, 
| M 2 the 
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(%4) | 

Bellar.tom.2 che true Reformers, but makes the ſucceſhon of the Church 
lib.1.cap.26. to be mainly evinceable from their Antiquity : I Quall for 
col. 8. bear all the Circumſtances and Principles they held, or in 
Eccbius com. which be ſtrongly defends them againſt the borrid cruelty and 
lac. c. a8. ignorance of the Remeaniſts, particularly Rainerias, Aulus, 

Alpbon, J. 6, mand, Sc. only «what they beld concerning our pteſent 
Cont, Here. ſubject of Apparel and Recreations ; I cannot be ſo injurious 
to the Truth, their ſelf-denyal, the good of others, at whoſe 


99. N 
tne. Syl. Reformation I aim, and my own Cilcourſe, ts to omit it ; and 
. Bobem. therefore I ſhall proceed to allcage their Faith and Practice 


#ſher de ſuc, in theſe matters, bowever elicem'd but of atrifling impor- 

Eccl. Chrif. tance by the looſe, wanton, and carnal minded of this gene- 
ration, whoſe feeling is loſt by the enjoyment of their inor- 
dinate deſites; and that think it a high Rate of Chriſtianity 
to be no bettet than the Beaſts that periſh ; namely, in not 
being exceſſive in Newgate and meet Kennol-enornuties, that 
theſe firſt Reformers had another ſenſe of theſe things, ther 
they made the Converſation of the Goſpel of a Cracifi:d 
Feſas, to intend, and require another ſort of life than wher 
28 uſual with almoſt all thoſe who account themſelves Me- 
bers of Chiiſt; 1 (hall (hw out of their own DoRtines, es 
found in the moſt authentick Hiltories, & 4 


Pan p. To be brief, To theit Expoſition upon the Lord's Prayer, 
if. Wald. that part of it which ſpeaks thus, Give us this day our daily 
Incat.t.1.o 3 broad ; Where next to that ſpiritual dread, which they make 


N 37438. it to be the duty of all to ſeek mote than life 5 they come 
Dona nor lo * poſuively to deny the praying for more than is requiſite for 
miſtre pan ©outward neceſhtices, or that its lawful to uſe more ; condens- 
gerda «© ning all ſuperfiurty, and exceſs ont of foſwion, pride, er wanton- 


©xeſs ; not only of bread, but all ourward things, which they 
© judge to be thereby comprehended, uling EC words, 


Marrel. © That fulveſi of bread, and abundance of idleneſs, was the cauſe 
gs. Men. © of the wickedneſs and the abomination! of Sodom, for which 
fol, 7. © God by fire deſtrey d them off the Earth ; whereupon they con» 
Exe. 16. 49 * clude with an ancient Father of the Primitive Church, after 
Theſanr. fed, © this manner, Thet coſtly Apparel, ſuperfluity in diet, (as three 
Ap. i. * Diſhes when one will ſerve) playydlencſs, & ſirep,mbich 2 


—_— 22 «d... 123 OI 


(37) 

© be bedy, noxriſh luxury, weaken the ſpirit, and lead the ſoul unte 
heath ; bat ((ay they) « ſpare diet, labour, ſbort ſlutp, plain and 
© 149 1, belp to purifit the ſoul, taxes the body, mortifie 1614 4.2.0.3, 
© rhe luſts of the firſh, and comfort the ſpirit. So ſevere were Li fill lignal 
they, that in that Chapter of the [nſiruition of their Children, naiſſon als 
they would not ſuffer them to converſe with thoſe of Rrange pairons care 
places, ot principles, whoſe converſation was Gaming, Plays, nals denon 
and the like wanton. Bycreations ; but eſpecially concerning er rend, 
yourg Women. Ec: 

© A Man ( ſay they) muſt have a great care of his Daugh- 
ters: Haſt thou Daughters? keep them within to wholſome 
© things; ſee they wander not ; for Dina, Jacob's Daughrer, 
© was corrupted by bring feen of ſrangers : they affirm no bettet 
© to be the general event of ſuch converſation. 


To which I ſhall add their Opinion and Practice concer- I.. 2. c. f. 
ning Taverns, publick Houſes for Treats, and Pleaſure, 
of which the Land (warms in out dayes. 


© A Tavern is the fountain of fin, the ſchool of the Devil, L. Taverns 
© it works wonders fitting the place: It is the cuſtom of God & maſons: 
to ſhe his power in his Chnrch, and to work Miracles ; that de perde 
vis to ſay, to give light to the ſpiritually blind, to make the fe de 
lame to leap, the dumb to ſing, the deaf to hear: But the pecca, eſc hola 
Dil doth quite contrary to all theſe in Taverns, and the del Dyavola, 
© like places of Pleaſure ; for when the Drunkard goes to the Cr. 
Tavern, de goes upright ; but when he comes forth, be cannet 
© go ; he has 4% bu ſight, ſptech, and bearing too, The 
Lectures that are read in this ſchool of the Devil (ſay theſe 
pont Waldenſss, and f Reformer: ) are Glmtony's, Obe, 
© Peryury's, Legs, phemy's, Flattery's, and divers of 
© wicked Villan's, and prrnitions effetts, by which the heart i 
6 with-drawn further and ſuriber from God. And as the Ec- 
© clefraſticws ſaith, The Taverner ſhall not be freed from ſin. 


(386) 


But above ot her Recreations, do but ſeriouſly obſerve of what 

k danger and iff conſequtnce theſe firf® Keformars * 

4544.2 c. 9. Dancing, Muſick, and the liks Paſtimes to be, which u 
the greateſt divertiſcment of theſe dayes, 


Lobal os 1s ©Dancing is the Devils proceſſion, and he that entreth i0- 
—* 4% de dis proceſſion, the Devil is the guide, the middle, and 
7 e „ tde end of the dance; as many paces 26 man maketh in 
= © dancing, fo many paces doth he make to go to Hell. Aman 
7% oe, © finneth in dancing divers wayes ; as in his pace, fer al bis 
85 „ Alm fett n, in bis touch, id bis otnh];nws, in his 
. ©henrivg, fight, ſpeech, and other vanities. And therefore 
_ 1-13 ©» ce will prove firſt by the Scripture, and afterwards by divers 
1 * other Reaſons, how wicked a thing it is to dance, The fuſt 
J. 3 teſtimony that we will produce, is that Which we read ip the 
K 73 * of Goſpel, where tis faid to pleaſe Herod ſo well, that it ceſt 
2 John Baptiſt bw life. Tbe ſecond is in Exeduu, when Moſes 
— er * coming near to the Congregation, ſaw the Calf, be caſt the 
— . 23. Tables from bim, and brokg them at the foot of the mountain, 
ark 6.23, © and aſterwards it coſt three and twenty thouſand their lives. Be- 
725 26, © ſides, the Ornaments which Women wear in their dancer, 
27,28, © are 44 Crowns for many wittory's which the Devil hath got's- 
F. 3a. 45 © painft che Children of God, For the Devil barh-not only one 
5 26,7, «Sword in the dance, but 2s many 2s there are beautiful and 
© well adorned Perſons in the dance ; for the words of 4 Woman 
© are d glittering ſword, And therefore that place is much to 
© b» ſeſted wherein the Enemy hath ſo many ſword, ſince that 

* one only ſ#ord of his may be (juſtly) fer. 

Agiid, The Devil io this place Rfikes- with a ſharpned 
© {word ;. for, the Women ( who make it 2creptable) come not 
© willingly to the dance, if they be wot Painted, ard adorned ; that 
© which ( paiztyng and ernement) i as « u ente, on which the 
© Devil ſharpreth his ſword. | m. 

They that deck and adorn their Daughters, are like thoſe 

Pr. put dry wood to the fire, to the end tt may burn the better : 

© for ſuch emen kindle the fire of Luxury in the hearts of men, 
© As Sampſon's foxes fit d the Fi coin; io theſe _ 

| . 


— — — 
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© they have fire in their facts, and in their geſturet and aden, 


© their glances and wanton words, by which they conſume the god 


© of men. 


© Again, The Devil in the dance uſeth the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
© mour that he bath ; for bis moſt powerful arms are Men; 
© which is made plain unto us, in that the Devil made choice 
© of the Woman to deceive the firit Man ; ſo did Balaam,that 


© the Children of Il might bz te jected (of God. 
© woman he made Sampſon, David, and Abſolom to hin, 


I By ® 


© The Devil tempteth men by women three manner of 
© wayes ; that is, by the Tech, by the Eye, by the Exre ; by 
© theſe three means he tempreth fooliſh men to daxcings ; by 
© ronching their bands, bebolding their beauty, hearing their ſongs 


© and K 


Again, They that dance break that Promiſe avd Agtee- 
© ment they have made with God in Baptiſm,when their God- 
© fathers promiſe for them, That they ſhall renounce the Devil 
© and all bus pomp ;, for dancing u the pomp of the Devil, and be 
© that danceth maintainah bis pomp, and fingeth bu maſs. Fot 
© the Woman that fingeth in the dance, « the Priereſs {or 
© chiofoft ) of the Dreil; and thoſe that Anſwer are the Clerks, 
© aud the Bebolders are the Pariſhioners, and the Muſich are the 
© Bells, and the Fiddlers the Miniſters of the Devil, For as when 
© Hoggs arc firay'd, if the N call. ane, all aſſemhle 


© themſelves together ; ſo rbe 


evil cauſeth one Wonven ta fong 


© in the dance, or to play en ſome Inſtrument, aud preſently fuer 


© all the dancers toge: ber, 


© Again, In 1 dance, a man breaks the Ten Commandes 
© ments of God: As firſt, Thow ſhale bave wo, aber g, 
© we fe, for in dancing a man (ſerves that Nexſon whom be 
moſt defires to ſerve, ( after whom goes bis heart : ) and; 
© therefore eres ſaith, Every m Godd is that be ſerves and 


© loves beſt (and that be loves brit, which bs thoughts wander dec. in; oper, 
Compmap- 
Againſt the 


© and gadd mit _y He hoaagaipht the (a0 
gement, when be maks: an [del of that be lover. 


£ third, 4m ther Oaths, ( ſrivelvuſly uſing Ged's awe) are 


© frequently emengit dawmcers, Agaiolt tbe founth, for that by 


: dancing 


(8) 


But above ot her Recreation, do but ſeriouſly obſerve of what 

* danger and il conſequtnce theſe firſt Keformers * 

Ind 1.2.9, Dancing, Muſick, and the liks Paſtimes to be, which is 
the greateſt divertiſement of theſe daes. 


1 ©Dancing is the Devils Proceſſion, and he that entreth ig. 
a 4 /*to bis proceſſion, the Devil is the guide, the middle, and 
D / + dde cod of the dance; as many paces 484 man maketh in 
. © dancing, ſo many paces doth he make to go to Hell. Aman 
4 bal, cc, © finneth in dancing divers wayes ; as in his pace, fer al has 
Seir. Alm feht art am, in bis touch, in bis ornaments, in bis 
„ cx dertipg, fight, ſpeech, and other vanities. And therefore 
J . „ ce will prove firſt by the Scripture, and afterwards by divers 
7 tans * other Reaſons, how wicked a thing it is to dance. The fuſt 
f * "© reftimony that we will produce, is that which we read ip the 
7 73 A. Goſpel, where tis ſaid to pleaſe Herod ſo well, that it ceſt 
1 © John Baptiſt h life. 'The ſecond is in Exoduu, when Moſes 
; _ ''”* © coming near to the Congregation, ſaw the Calf, be caſt the 
* 23 „le from him, and brokg them at the foot of the mountain, 
* ark 6:23) and afterwards it coſt three and twenty thouſand their lives. Be- 
225 26, © ſides, the Ornaments which Women wear in their dancer, 


hy 8. © are 4s Crowns fer many witory's which the Devil hath got 2- 
1 4» © vainft che Children of God. Fot the Devil bath dot only one 
330,74 «Sword in the dance, but as many is there are beautifuland 


© well adorned Perſons in the dance; for the words of a Woman 
© are d glittering ſword, And therefore that place is much to 
© b» ſeited wherein the Enemy bath fo many ſword; (ince that 
* one only ſword of his may be (RIA) fed. 

* Again, The Devil io this place Rrikes- with a ſharpned 
© ſword ;. f6r, the Women ( who make it acteptable) come not 
© willingly to the dance, if they be not pairtth, and adorned ; that 
© which ( paiutyng and orn nent) 1 as 4 n bete, on which the 
© Devil ſharpreth his ſword. I: N. . 

£5 They that deck and adorn their Daughters, are like thoſe 
Eat put dry wood to the fire, to the end ft may burn the better : 
© for ſuch Weren kindle the fire of Luxury in the hearts of men, 
© As Sapſon's foxes lit d the Philiſtines com; io theſe may 
*Y 3, 
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© they have fire in their faces, and in their geſtures and aflions, 
* their glances and wanton words, by which they conſume the gogds 


© of men. f 


Again, The Devil in the dance uſeth the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
© mour that he hath ; for his molt powerful arms are en; 
© which is made plain unto us, in that the Devil made choice 
© of the Woman to deceive the firft Aan; ſo did Ralaam, that 
© the Children of Ira might be rejected (of God. J By ® 
© woman he made Sampſon, David, and Abſolom to hin, 

© The Devil tempteth men by women three manner of 
© wayes ; that is, by the Touch, by the Eye, by the Exre ; by 
© theſe three means he tempteth fooliſh men to dancing; by 
© ronuching their bands, bebolding their beauty, hearing ther ſongs 


© and K 


Again, They that dance break that Promiſe ind Agtee- 
© ment they have made with God in Baptiſm, hen their God- 
© fathers promiſe for them, That they ſhall renounce the Devil 
© and all bis pomp 3, for dancing us the pomp of the Devil, and be 
© that danceth , bis pomp, and fingeth bu m. Fot 
© the Woman that fingeth in the dance, « the Priereſs {or 
© chiofoft ) of the Devil; and thoſe that Anſwer are the Clerks, 
© and the Bebolders are the Pariſhioners, aud the Muſich are the 
© Bells, and the Fiddlers the Miniſters of the Devil, For as when 
© Hoggs arc firay'd, if the ＋ * call. ane, all aſſemble 
© themſelves together ; ſo tbe Dewi cauſeth one Homen to ſug 
is the dance, or to play en ſome Inſtrument, aud preſently gur 


© all the dancer: toge: ber. 


Agio, In « dance, a man breaks the Ten Commandes 
© ments of God: As firſt, Thow ſbalt bavewo,auber Goddrtns 
© we Cr. for in dancing a man ſetvet that Nexſon whom be 
«moſt defires to ſerve, ( after whom goes bis heart : ) and 
© therefore Jerom ſaith, Every than's Godd ts that be ſerver and 


© loves beſt (and that be lover beit, which beth 
and add lt after.) He ant agginlt the (859 
© dement, when 


2 wander dec. int or. 


Compman- 
8 maker an [del of that be lover. Againſtthe 


© third, 1 that Oaths, ( and ſrivelduſly ning God's Name) e 


© frequently e damcers, Agaiolt tbe founth, for that by 


: dancing 


Angeſt. de 
Civit. Dei. 


(88 ) 
© dancing, the Sabbath day is propbaned,, Againſt the fifth, for 
* in the dance, Parents are many times diſhoniner'd, ſince thereby 
© many bargains are made without their counſel. Againſt the 
© fixth, A mas kills in dancing, for every one that ſets abtmt to 
© pleaſe another, he kills the ſoul as oft & be perſwades unte IH. 
© Againſt the ſeventh, For the party that danceth, be it male or 
female, commutteth adultery with the party they Luft after; for 
the that looketh on a Woman to [uit after ber, bath already com- 
© mitted Adultery with ber in bis beart. Againſt the eighth 
© Commandment, A man fins in dancing, when be with. drawath 
© the beart of another from God, Agninit the ninth, when in 
* dancing be ſpeaks falſly agarnit the Truth, ( and for ſome line 
*-bonour, or ſecret laſcivieus end, deny's what's tree; or offirms 
* what's falſe,) Againſt the tenth, when Women affect the Or. 
© naments of others, and Men covet the Wiver, Daughters, and 
© Servants of their Neighbours. ( which undeniably attends all 
© ſuch Playes and Sports.) | 


© Agiin; A man may prove how great an evil dancing is, 
dy the multitude of hrs that accompany thoſe that dance; 
for they dance without meaſure or number : And therefore, 
© faith Auguſtine, I be miſerable Dancer knows net, that as many 
© paces 4s he makes in dancing, ſo many leaps be makes to Hel. 
© They fin in their Ornamepts, after a Five-fold minder. 
©Fuft, Y bring proud thereof. Secondly, By inflaming the 
© brarts 0 1571 thut behold them, Thirdly, ben they makes 
© thoſe j fry that have not the lib Ornaments, giving them 
© occaſion to covert the like, Fourthly, By making Women imper- 
© txnate in demanding the like Ornaments of their Hunbaxds. And 
© Fifthly, Abra they cannot obtare them of _ Huubands, they 
© ſeek to get rhravelfewbere by fin. They fin by finging and play- 
fon EEE : for ibeir Jorge bewitch the hearts 7027 
© that bear them with temporal delight, forgetting G; uttering 
© nothing in their ſongs but yes and yanities ; and the very motion 
« of the budy which « i'd 19 dancing, giver teſtimony con gh of 
il. 

Fbus you ſee that dancing is the Devils Proceſſion, and be 
© that enters into 4 dance, enters 140 the Devil's Proceſſion, Of 
dancing, 


( 39 ) 
© dancing, the Devil's the guide, the middle, and the exd; and 
< he that entteth a good and a wiſe man into the dance, (if it 
© can be that ſuch a one is either good or wiſe) cometh forth # 
© corrupt and a wicked man: SARAH, THAT HOLY 
© WOMAN WAS NONE OF THESE: Behold the ap- 
prehenfions of thoſe ancient good old Reformers, touchipg 
thoſe things that are ſo much in Practice and Reputation in 
theſe times; thus far verbatim. But I cannot leave off here, 
till I bave yet added the Concluſion of their Chatechiſm and 
Ditection, with ſome paſſages out of one of their Paliors 
Letters ; fit to the preſent occahon, — 
They Conclude in this Ditection; namely, how to 1ule Lid. lib. a. 
their bodies, and live in this World as becomes the Children C. . o 8. 
of God. * Not to ſerve the mortal deſires of the fleſh, To ©2447 on 
© keep their Members that they be not arms of Iniquity, (and 2 Pariere 
© vanity) Torwle their outward ſenſes, To ſubjelt the body to the ſilel debian 
© ſoul. To mortifie their members. Ts fly idleneſs. To obſerve Au ls lor 
© a ſobriety and meaſure in their eating and drinkyug, in their Corps. Non 
© words and cares of this life. To do works of mercy. To live 447% 4 li | 
* moral (or jult) life by Faith. To fight againſt the deſires. 15 defirier mor- 
© martifie the works of the fleſh. To give themſelves to the ex. 1 Oc. 
C ercile,at Religion. To confer together touching the Will of 
© God. To examinediligently the Conſcience. To purge and 
© amend, and pacihe the Spirit, 
To which I ſhall add the Epiſtle of one of their Paſtors, 
as I find recorded amonglt other matters relating to thoſe 
poor afflicted People. 


An Epiſile of Paſtor Barthelmew Tertion, written to the 
Waldenhan Churches of the Valley of Pragela ; 
thu tran ated. 


FESHS BE WITH TOM. 


c O all our faithful and well-beloved Brethrenin Chtiſt Hf. Wald. l. 
[ Jeſus ; Health and Salvation be with you all. Amen. 1. c. U 1.5. 5 53 
« Theſe are to put you in temembi ince, and to admoniſh 36,57. 
_ N * you 


Mut. 19.17. 


(90) 
© you, my Brethren, ( hereby acquiting my ſelf of that duty 
6 ey | owe unto you all, in — bebalf of Ge, principally 
© touching the care of your Souls Salvation, according to that 
©light of the truth which the moſt High God hath beftowed 
onus) that it would pleaſe every one of you, te main, 
Crain, increaſe, and nowiſh ts the wmitermeiF of your power, 
© without diminution, thoſe good brginmings and examples which 
© bave been left unte we by our forefathers, whereof we ave no 
* wayes worthy, For it would little profit us to have been te- 
© newed by the Fatherly viſnation, and the light which bath been 
given ws of God, if we give our ſelves to worldly, Carnal Cone 
verſationt, which are diabolical, abandoning the Principle which 
Ci; God, and the Salvation of our Souls, for this ſhort and termpr- 
* rallife. For the Lord ſaith, What derb it profit a may to gain 
© the whole world, and to loſe bus own Soul ? For it would be det- 
© ter for us never to have known the wzy of Righteouſneſs, 
«than baving known it, to do the contrary. Let me there- 
© fore intreat you by the love of G, that you decreaſe not, not 
© look back ; but rather increaſe the charity, frar, and obedi. 
Cence Which are due unto God, and to your ſelves, amongſt 
©yourſelves ; and ſtand faſt in all thoſe good Principles which 
© you have heard and underſtood of God, by cur ment: und 
that you would remove from amongſt you, all vain converſs- 
tier and evil ſurmizes, troubling the prace, the love, the concord, 
C and whatſorver would indiſpoſe or deaden your mud; to the ſer- 
vice of God, your own Salvation, and the adm niſtration of the 
Jrutb, if you deſite that God ſhould be merciful to you in 
* your goods temporal and ſpiritual ; for you can do nothing 
© without him; ard if you deſite to be Heirs of his Glory, 
© do that which he-commandeth : If you ond enter into Life, 
© keep my Commandement i. | 

© Likewiſe be careful that there be not nouriſhed amongſt 
C you ANY SPORTS, Gen, „ boredom, Dancings, 
© nor any Lewdneſs, or Riot, nor Queſtiont, nor Deceipts, ner 
© Bſury, nor Diſcord: ; neither ſuppott or entertain any Per- 
* ſons of a wicked converſation, or that give any ſcandal or 
vill example amongſt you ; bar let charity and fidelity reign 
© amongſt you, and all good example; doing to one another 
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© 45x every one deſites ſhould be done unto him ; for other- 
© wiſe it & «poſſible that any 4 be ſaved, or can haut the 
© grace of God, or geod-men in this world, or glory in another. And 
c therefore, if you hope and deſire to potleſs eternal Life, to 
© live in good eſteem and credit, and to proſper in this world 
© in your goods temporal and ſpiritual, parge your ſelves from 
© af diſorderly wayes, to the end that God may be alwayes with 
© you, Who forſakes not thoſe that truſt in him. But know this 
© for certain, that God brareth nit, nor dwelleth with ſinners, nor 
© in the ſoul that is given unte wickedneſs, nor in the man that is 
© ſubje(} to fin. And therefore let every one cleanſe the wayes 
© of his heart, and fly the danger, if he would not periſh thete- 
© in. I bave no other thing to write at this preſent, but that 
© you would put in practice theſe things; and the God of peace 
© be with you all, and go along with ws, and be preſent among ws in 
© our ſincere, humble, and fervent prayers, that he will be pleas d 
© to (ave all thoſe his faithful, that cruſt in Chriſt Jeſus. 


© Intirely yourr, ready to do you ſervice 
© in all things poſſible, according ante 
* the Will of God, * 


Bartholmew Tertian, 


Behold the Life and Doarine, Inſtruction and Practice of 
theſe ancient Wallenſes ; how harmleſs, how plain, bow la- Bern. de Gir. 
borious, bow exceeding ſerious, and heavenly were they in /ord.de Hail. 
their Converſation ? Theſe are the Men, Women, and Chil. bift.de ia Fr. 
dren, who, for above theſe five hundred years, have valiant- /;6, 10. 
ly maintained a cruel War, at the expence of their moſt in. YVeſemb.orat,; 
nocent blood, againſt the unheard of Tyranny's, and more in Wald, 
than Paganiſh inbumanities, of proud blood-thirfting Popes, Ber Hitt, 
Princes, Cardinals, Legats, Nancio's, Archbiſheps, and Biſhops, bony. dig. 
but above all of the Monkiſh Inquiſitors ; whoſe moſt batho - Viretde ver, 
tous invented crueltics are the only demonſtrations of their c falſ, Re- 
wit z with whom its held to be « greater fin to conceal a Here- 1g. 4. c. 13. 
tick, than to be perjer d; 10 ley an heretical Prince, than ts 5. 249. 

N 2 murder 


Cat. T. 
ver, p- 5 34 


Vineaux. 
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murder him to marry a lawful Wifezthanto keep « Whore, In ſhort, 
te diſſent though never ſo cronſciemtionſly, than to murder, lye, ſteal, 
and commit af the inormicie! prohibited het i wn the firit and ſecond 


Table : yea, ſo dark, ſo blind, ſo cruel have moit generations 


Aſemor. fol. õ been, that there could be no ſo filly a dotage, no ſo ridicule a [= 


Hiſt. Wald, 


perſtition, no ſo deteſtable an idolatry,but did or might hate found, 


[.2,c-3.p.20 not only an accoptance, bu' the fevour of being impos d, en m fe- 


Paul. Per. 
Hiſt. A. 


42. c. 35 8 


4. 


Pazal. Per. 
Hiſt Wald. 
4.2. c. 4. 5. 
77 8,79, 


80, 81,82. 


View. Bib. 
biſt. part. 1. 


Vineanx. 
Mem. fel. 
. 
Mat. Paris 
rs Hen. 3. 
An. 1220. 
Si gomas de 
Rep. Ital. 
J. 7. 

Sernay, 
chap. 47: 
C bl, 3. 
chap. 7. 


vere penal! ies; Who baving loft the ſenſe of the true God, becamre 


ſo darkened as to believe whilft they were moft alu in fulfilling 


the will of Beelzebub, they were performing the meit accepral ie 
ſacrifice to Cod; with hem the filthreſt 11llain and ſordid? wrach 
was more accept able, than the moit patient, ſober, heavenly- mind. 
ed m; Nay, let him be never fo virtuous, to ſay that 
the fleſh, b'ood, and bones of - Jeſus, once nail'd upon the 
Croſs, were not in a Wafer, ( beld by the 14010 fist of a formica- 
ting Priel) nay, Cod not in that Water, ( though nibl'd by & 
Mouſe, or the lik: vermin, juſt before) were enoughto Rack, 
Hang, ot Barn, without any farther Appeal, or Examination. 
Twas againk the like Adverſary's theſe poorWaldenſes fought, 
by ſufferings throughout rhe Nations, by Priſons, Confiſcations, 
Bamſbments, Wandrings from Hill to Valley, from Des to Care, 
being wwck'd, whipt, rack d,thrown from Rocks & T owert driven 
on CAMount aint, and in one night, hundred; periſhing by exc: ſſive 
Froſts, Snows, and the likg colds; ſmother'd in Caves, Starv'd, 
Priſes d, Rip'd, Hang d, D.ſmember'd, Rt 4, Plunder d, 
Strangl'd, Bars d; and whatſoever could be 1avented to ruin 
men, women, and children, Theſe you pretend to be youy 
Anceſt:rs ; trom them you ſay you have your Religion; cof- 
ten are you in building their prailes by your panigerical 
diſcourſes ; but, Oh! look back, I beſcech yov, how unlike 
are you to theſe ↄſflicted Pilgrims ? what rel=mdiance is there 
of their life in yours ? Did they purchaie you 2 Liberty and 
Religion (can you think ) at the loſs of all thet was dear to 
them, that you might paſs away your dayes and years 1n pride, wan 
rouneſs, and vanity ? What proportion bears your exceſs. with 
their temperance f your gaudineſs with their plainneſf? your 
luxury, and fieſh-pleafing converſation, with their frewplicity and 
ſelf-denyal but, ite you act got into that Spitit they concemy 

ned ? 
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ned? into that carnality & worldly-mindedneſs they reprov'd 
in their Perſecuters ? nay, into x train of Perſecution too, 

whilit you ſeem to Me all under a cloak, of Reformation. What 

have you, beſides their good words, that's like them? And do 

you think that words ſhall fend off the blows of Eternal ven- 

geance ? That «lutle Hy- re babble, (though of never ſo good 

expreſſions in themſelves) (hail ſerve your turn? No; From 

God | tell you, That whilft you live in the mantonneſs, pride, and 

lnxury of the world, pleaſing, and fulfilling the iuſt of the Eye, * Jeb. 2. 145 

the laſt of the Fleſh, and the pride of Life, God diteſts you all, and * 116,17. 

langhs you and your worſhip to ſcorn. Ne te tell me I am too 

raſh, it's the Devil that ages ſo; he has got two Scriptures 
, at bis fipgers end in theſe dayes; one, That there's none that 
RY” good to e edd, he may perſmade all it's impoſſible to The Devil « 
overcome, Which is the reaſon ſo many are overcome ; af. cen. 

though glory us promi ſed to none but conguerers. The ſecond, That ©” [:>. 156 

we mult not judge (cit we be judged but away with the Devil © 6-37 447 

and his hypoctilie too: I know what I ſay, and from whom I 

ſpeak ; once more I tell you all, That unleſs you forſake your 

pride, luxury, avarice, aud whole variety of vamitier, and mind 

the eternal Light in your hearts to obey it, #rath ſhall be your 

portion for ever 5 Whether you hear or forbear. Truſt dot your 

Souls on miſipply'd Scriptures ; He that uA Child of God muſh x Pit. x. 12, 

- be holy, for God %s bey; and none art bus Seng and Daughters, 13, 14. 89 

bat theſe who are adopted by the Eternal Spirit, aud ted — 8.9, 14 
"Twas a holy, plain, bumble, divine Life theſe poor ſuffering 
Chtriftizns both profeſs'd and practicd ; refuſing to converſe Rain. Cap de 
with any thatliv'd in the ſuperfivities nnd exceſs of the wotld; fud.pervert; 
ſor which (if you will believe their very Adverſatics,) they e & nds 
were perſecuted : For (ayes R, They uſe to teach firit dicendi.f.g8. 
what tbe Diſciples 4 onght to be, and that none are bus Narren. Cecil. 
D;ſ(ciples but they that imitate his Life : And that the Popes, Annal.T ins. 
Cardinalt, fe. breanſe they live in luxury, pride, avarice, Ofc: 12.41.1176. 
are not the Sueceſſors of Chriit, but them{elves only, is that they p.$35. 
walk up 10 bus commandments; thus ({ayes be) they win wpon the Kras & in 
People : But if ſoy that none are Chriſtians bur thoſe who iMi- Metrop. 8. 
tate Chriſt, what will become of thoſe who call themſelves eZ. 1 fl. & ia 
Catiftians, exdget live a caſt inthe fiſh, W Sax J. . c 

; 4 
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fied ? This was the gtound of their ſuffering, and their loud 
cryes againſt the Impieties of the greateſt ; not ſparing any 
raoks from the Thione to the Dunghil, & knowing therr God 
was no reſpetter of Perſons. And now if you would follow them 
indeed, if you would be Proteſtants in ſubſtance, if you would 
obtain the heavenly Inheritance, if you would be Etetnally 
bleſſed, br ye prrſwaded to ſhake bands with all the pride and pomp 
of this vain World mind the concerns of an everlaſting reſt ; 
Mic. G. 8, 9. let the juſt and ferious Principle of God be the conftant guide 
and companion of your minds ; and let your whole hearts be 
exerciſed thereby, that you may experiment an intire Refor- 
mation and change of Affections: that having the joyes and 
glory of another world in your view, you may give your beſt 
diligence to make your Calling and Eleftiow to the paſſeſſion 
of them, ſore and certain; left ſelling that noble Iabetitance 
for a poor meſs of periſhing potage, you never enter into his E- 
ternal Reſt, And though this teſtimony may ſeem tedious, 
yet could it by no means be omited. 

* But becauſe no Inftance bath been made to authorize our 
laft Reaſon of converting ſuperfluities into the relief of di- 
firefſed perſons (although one would think it is ſo equal, and 
ſober, that it needs no other Authority than its own, yet) I 
hall produce Two Teftimonies ſo remarkable, that as they 
ever were eſteem d truly good, ſo cannot be believ'd ſo by 
any, that refuſe to do the ſame, without beheviog their con- 
demnation, 


Eccleſ. Hiſt. It is reported of Panulinw, Biſhop of Nola 10 Italy ; That 
þ:5. 593+ - *inſtead of converting the Demeans of his Dioceſs to pat- 
© ticular enrichments, be employ it all is the Redemption 
© of poor Slaves and Priſoners ; believing it unworthy of the 
© Chriſtian Faith, to ſee God's Creation labour under the 
© want of what he, bad to ſpare. All agree this was well done, 
bur few agree to do the ſame. 


_—y 


Socrat. ſcho. But more particularly that of Acacia, Biſhop of Amida ; 
laſt J. . c. ai. repreſented by Socrates Scholaſlicus, "in this manner ; * When 
© the Raman Souldzers putpos d in no wiſe to reftore gain 
' 5 unto 


© tarve for f 


© nor drin 


© Church hath many 


and an Heathen, ſaid, 


I *fidels 00, and 


and the pride of Life, 
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© into the King of Perſia ſuch Captiver ia they had taken at the 
© winning Aare, being about ſeven thouſand in number, 
© (to the great grief of the King of Perf and alt ready to 
; Acacins lamented their condition, and cat- 
© ling bis Clergy together, ſaid thus unto them, Our God bath 
© xomeedof DISHES, or of CUPS, for be nather cateth 
b, theſe are not bus neceſſaries ; wherefere ſeciag the 
precious JEW ELS, buth of GOLD and 
© SILVER, Seftowed of the free will and liberaluꝝ of the Fauth- 
ful, it w requiſite that the Captive Sowldiers 
© redeerwed, and delivered out of priſon and bondaye; and they pe- 
© riſhing with Famine, ſhould therewith be refreſhed and relieved, 
© After theſe; and the like Arguments, he prevaled to have 
© them all converted into Money ; ſome for their immediate 
Refreſhment, ſome for their Redemption, and the reſt for 
© Coltzge, or ptoviſion to defray rhe charges of their Voyage. 
© Which noble tc dad (uch anuniverſal Influence, thatit more 
ſam d the Chriſtian Religion amongſt the Arfidels, than all 
© their Doſpates, or Battels ; inſoruch that the King of Perſia, 
The Romans endeavour to win their 
© Adverſaries both by Wars and Favours ; and greatly deſired 
© to behold that man, who's Religion taught ſo much Charity 
to Enemies; which tis reported Theodoſines the Emperony, 
© commanded Acacia: to gratific him in. 
Paul's expreſſion hath an 


ſhould be therewith 


And if the Apoſtle 

force, That be i worſe than an In» 1 Tim 5. A. 
fidel who provides not for + Family; how greatly doth this 
Example aggravate your ſhame, that Cambebold ſuch pity 
and compathon exptes d to Strangers, nay Emenuer, 2nd thoſe 
ſo negligent of your own Fanny, ( for 
Fugland is no more) a8 cot only to ſee its great deceſſity 
nnaniwer'd ; but that wherewith it ſhould be ſatisfied, 
crnverted to gratific the luit of the Eye, the luft of the Fleſh 
Bur however ſuch can pleaſe them - 
ſelves in the deceitful drubings of their Nit, and dreamy 
themſelves members of Feſus Chriſt: Sure it is, theſe rhiogs 
were otherwiſe in the beginning; for al was ſold, and pur into Ati 4.32, 
« comm Purſi, to ſupply all Indigences ; not mattetiog carth- 33,34, 35, 
ly Inheritances further than they might, in ſome _ 936,37" 

u 


8 


4 
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ſubſervierit to the great end ſor which they, were given; 
namely, the good of the Creation ; having their minds ard 
thoughts taken up With bettet things, and raviſh'd with the 
aſſurance of a more excellent Life and Inheritance in the 
Heavens, that ſhould never paſs away. . And for any to flat- 
tet themſelves with being Chriſtians, hilſt exetcis d in the 
vanities, recreations, and cuſtoms of the world, as at this 
very day, i to mock the great God, and abuſe their immortal 
Soenl:; the Chriſtian Life is quite another thing, And left 
that any may object, AMlany do great and ſeemingly gend Allie 
ons, toraiſetherr Reputation only ; and others only decry Pleaſure, 
becaule they have not wherewithal, or know not bow te tale it: 
I ſhall preſent ſuch with the ſeveral brief Expteſſions of dy- 
ing men, , and thoſe of the greateſt Note and Rank; and 
whoſe Experience could not be wanting, to give the trueſt 
acconnt how much their Honewrs, Pleaſures, and Recreations, 
conduc'd/ to therr ſata faction, ben the extream manents 
of their dying beds, when Death, and that paſſage into vaſt 
Eternity, look'd them in the face, 


The ſerious Apprehbenſions and Expreſſions of ſeveral aged 
and dying Men of fame and learning. 


1. Solomon, than whom votes ſaid to have more delighted 
himſelf in the enjoyments of this world, bear what he ſays, 
after all his experience : / ſaid in my beart, Go to now, I will 
prove thee with mirth ; therefore enjoy pleaſure : and behold this 
alſo ts vanity. I ſaid of Lavghter, It is mad, and of Mirth, 
What doth it ? 4 made wt great works, builded Houſes, planted 
Vineyards, made Gardens and Orchards, planted Trees in them 
of all kind of Fraut,” I got me Servants and Maidens, alſo great 
Poſſeſſions ; I gathered me Silver and Gold, and the peculiar 
Treaſure of Kings, and Provinces ; alſo Men. fingers, and Woe 
wen-ſingers, 2 delights of the ſons of men ; as IMnſical In- 
Arumenti, and that of all ſorts : So I was great, and increaſed 
wore than all that were before me in Jeruſalem. And whatſorver 
mine eyes deſired, I kept not from them; I withbeld not mine heart 
from any joy. Then I looked on all the works which my bands bad 


wrowght, 
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wrought, and brbold, ALL VV ASVANITY AND 
VEX ATION OF SPIRIT, The reaſon he gives in the 
18th & 19th verſes, is, That the time of enjoying them was 
very ſhort ; and uncertain he was who ſhall be beneficred 
thereby when he was gone: Wherefore he concludes all with _ | 
this, Fear God, and keep bis Commandments ; for this b the Eccltſ. 12. 
whole duty of man, FOK GOD SHALL BRING EVERY *3> 34+ 
VVORK INTO JUDGEMENT , VVITH EVERY SE- 
CRET THING, VV HET HE K IT BE GOOD, OR 
V/Y/HETHER IT BE EVIL, 


2. [qnatims ; Who lived within the fuſt hundred years after Iqnat, Epiſt. 
Chriſt, left this, amongſt other things, behind him; who was 7 Epheſ. 
totu in pieces of wild Beaſts at Rome, for his true Faith in Mag.Trall, 
Jeſus ; There i nothing better than the prace of a good Con- R 
ſcience; lutimating there might be a peace to wicked Con- x,(þ/ 3, 
ſciences, that is paſt feeling avy thing to be evil, but ſwal⸗ 
loved up of the plexſures of the World, And in his Epiſile 
to the Churches at Epheſus Magneſia, Trails and Rome, upon 
his Martyrdom, ſaith, Now do { begin to be 4 Diſciple ;, 1 
weigh nenther wiſcble nor invi ſible things, ſo that 1 gain Chriſt, 


* 2. 


3. Ie, ( called 8 Father) ſaith 3 Such who wake large 
Confeſſivnt, and ſprak virt am words, and het are not conferma- 
ble to them in their life and converſation, art nothing worth, 


4+ Juſtin Martyr, (a Chiiftian Philoſopher ) plainly tells 
us, in his telation of his converſion to the Chriſtian Faith, 
Tat the power of Godlineſs in « plain file Chriſt, bad that in- 
fluence and operation on bis ſoul, that be could not bt brtake hin- 
ſelf te a ſerious and firilt life ; und yet before aCymek And 
this gave him joy at his Martyrdom ; having ſpent bis dayes 
4s a (crious Teacher, and a good Example, And Exſebius 
relates that though be was a follower of Plus's doctrine; 
yet, when he ſaw the Chriſtians piety and courage, he con- 
cluded no people ſo temperate, leſs voluptucus, and more ſet 
on divine things; Whici fi:lt igduc:d bias to be a Chtiſtun. 


Enſeb. Ec- 
cleſ. Hiſt. 
4.4. 6. 8. 


0 Ch ry Am x 


7. os, Cache Father, fo call'd) ſaid, To ſacri. 
fice the whole ſoul and bedy to the Lord, # the higheſt ſervice we 
can pay % him, God promiſeth mercy to penitent ſinners, but 
br doth not promiſe them they ſhall have ſo much tithe 4s to wor- 


row for their repemt ance. 


1. | 
che 


6. Charles the gib, Emperour of Germany, King of Spain, 
and Lord of the Nether-lands, After twenty three Pitch'd- 
fields, fix Triumphs, four Kingdoms conquer'd, and eight 
Principalities added to his Dominions, (u greater Inſtance 
than whom can ſcarce be given) after all this Pomp, Re- 
figned all up to other hands; berook himſelf to bis tetite- 
meat ; leaving this Teſtimony behind concerning the life 
ſpent in the honours and pleaſures of the world, and in 
that little time of his retreat from them all ; Tb the ſincere 
ſtudy, profeſſion and praflice of the Chriſtian Keligron, bad in 1 
ſuch joys and ſwereneſi, , ( OURTS were ſtrangers to, 


7. Sir Philip Srdney, a perſon Whoſe parts, courage and 
virtue were of ſuch reputation, aſwel beyond the Seas as here 
at home, that had Queen Elizabeth agreed, upon the carneft 
ſollicitation of the Polanders, he had ( 'twas ſaid) been ellect- 
ed King of that vaſt Domi nion, of more than 26 miles in 
circumference : when he lay upon bis Death-bed and juſt 
departing the world, he bad bis friends behold in him the 
end of this worlds deſires and enjoyments ; Repurtwg what 
was ſo much purſued by the Great Ones, « poor, abet, and 
wwworthy of thay immortal ſouls ; and amongit other things, 
bis Arcadia, than which (though there bave been many 
Newer Romances) there is not one more modeft and inge- 
vious ; yet, a8 an effect of his yourbful Melancholy Amours, 
that could be profttable unto nope, but rather impreſs the 
like fancies upon others, and raiſe that Which with all in- 
duſtty ſhould timely be olley'd and totally extinguiſhed in 
them; he carnettly requeſted his greatfriend the Lord Brooks 
that it might be caſt into the flames, and never prove ſo in- 
jurious to his Memory (which he defired 30 have continued 
and preſerved on more ſetious ſubjeds) nor. thoſe who hold 

ipend 
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ſpend their precious time in reading of it, as to be publiſh- 
ed to the world, (although it is tranſlated into moſt uſual lan- 
guages : ) Such were the (crious apprebenſions of this dying 
main ; and his advice to them he left behind him; who cer- 
tainly then beſt knew the benefit or dif. ſervice that would re- 
dound from the like converſation; neither have 1 obſerved 
any Perſon left upon Record, in all our Engliſh Rories, whom 
all Perſons, as well as the Hiftorians, agreed to metit (0 
great an eſteem : but more eſpecially for bis great Modeſty: 
Yet after all, we hear bis Recantation of the many unnecg(- 
ſary things, and his Recommendation of but the one thing 
neceſlary to his Friends, as what would moſt rejoyce at 
lift. 


8. Secretary Meghan, in Queen Elizabeth's time, to- 
wards the concluhon of his dayes, in a Letter to his once 
Fler Secretary, then Chancellor of Empland, called Lord Bar. 
liegh; writes thus, We have lived enough to our Coun- 
© trey, our Fortunes, our Soveraign ; it is high time we 
begin to live to our ſelves, and to our God, Which 

iving occaſion for ſome Court-bumoutiſt to viſit and divert 
op * Ab ! (aid he, while we laugh, all things are ſerious 
* round about us ; God is ſerious when he preſerveth us, and 
© hath patience towards us; Chriſt is ſetious when he dieth 
© for us; the Holy Ghoſt is ſerious when be ſtriverh with us; 
« the whole Creation is ſerious in ſerving God and us; they 
ite ſerious in Hell and Heaven; and ſhall « man that hath 
© one foot in his grave, jeſt and langh None can be ſerious 
too ſoon, becauſe none can be good too ſoon ; away then 
with all fooliſh talking and jetling, and mind more pro- 
fitable things 


9. One they call Sir Jobs Maſon, who hid been Privy Coun- 
ſellor to four Princes, and ſpent much time in the preſet- 
ments and pleaſures of the world; retired with theſe regret- - 
. Ful ſayings; * After ſo many years experience, S:riouſneſs 
is the greateſt wiſdom, Temperance the beſt Phyfick, 2 good 
«* Conſcience is the belt eſtate ; and were I to live again, I 

O 2 * would 


100 
© would change the COURT for a Cloyſter, my Privy Coun- 
© (ellors buſsles, for an Hermits retirement ; and the whole 
© life I lived in the Palace, for one hour; enjoyment of . God in 
« the Chappel. ALL THINGS ELSE FORSAKE ME BE. 
S1 DES MY- GOD, MY DUTY, AND MY PRAY. 
ERS. 


10. One call'd Sir Henry Wotton, t hengbt it to be the gree- 
teſt happineſs in this life, to be at leiſers to be & to de good; As in 
his latter cnd, he was wont to lay, when he reflected on 
paſt crimes, (though a man eſteem d ſober and leafved) HOW 
MUCH TIME HAVE 1 TO REPENT OF, AND 
HOW LITTLE TO DO IT IN | 


11, The Lord Bacon, ſometime before his death, confeſſed, 
© That to be Religious, was to live ſiriflly and ſeverely; 'for if 
© the opinion of another World be falſe, yet the ſweeteſt life 
© in thus World is Pie, Virtue, and Honeſty; if it be trac, 
© there be none ſo wretched, and miſerable, as looſe, carnal, and 
* prophane Perſons. 


12. One Dr, Donne, and 2 great Poet, taking his farewel 
of his Friends on his dying bed, left this ſaying behind him, 
for them to meaſure their ſancier, and their ations by ; I repent of 
All my life, but that part of it I ſpent is communion with God, 


" d. n 
and doing goo * 
13. Selden, the greateſt Scheler od Antiquery of theſe 
Kingdoms ; one who had taken a diligent ſurvey of what 
knowledge was conſiderable amongſt the Jews, Heathexs, and 
thoſe call'd Chriſtians ; at laſt profefleth this, towards the 
end of his dayes, That notwithſtanding he had been ſo labori- 
our, gather'd ſo many curiokties of Learning io Books and 
Manuſcripts,comprehending almoſt all ſubjects in the world, 
yet could he reſt bis Soul on none {ave the Scriptures ; and 
above all, that paſſage lay as moſt remarkable wpon bu ſpirit, 
Tits 2, 11, 12,13, 14, 15, For the grace of God that bringethÞ 
Salvation, bath apprarcd ta all men; teaching , that denying 
wag 


ror ) 
999 — worldly lui, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
godly in thus preſent world ; looking fer that bleſſed hope, and 
glorious Appearing of the great God, & our Saviour I eſws Chriih; 
who gave himſelf for u, that be might redeem us from All ini- 
quity, and purifie nnto himſelf a peculiar People, tale of good 
works : Theſe things ſhrak,, apd exhort, and rebukg with all 
authority, 


14. Hege Grotiws, than whom, theſe latter Ages thiol 
they have not had a man of more profound Policy and univer- 
ſal Learning ; as well in his Commentaries on the Bible, 2s 
variows ether Labowrs; left this remarkable ſaying behind 
him, which (hould abate the edge of other mens inordinate 
deſires after what they falſely call Learning ; namely, I 
WOULD GIVE ALL MY LEARNING AND Ho. 
NOUR FOR THE PLAIN INTEGRITY, AND 
HARMLESS INNOCENCY OF FEAN URICK :; 
who was a Religious poor man, that ſpent eight hours of his 
time in Prayer, eight in Labour, and but eight in Meals; 
Sleep, and other neceflary's. And to one that admired bis 
great Induſtry, be returned this by way of complaint; Ab / 
1 have conſumed my life in laboriouſiy doing nothing. And to a 
third, that inquired of his Wiſdom and Learning, what courſe 
to take; he ſolemnly anſwered, BE SERLOUS, Such was 
the ſenie be had, how mach a ſerrows life out of that vain- 
glory of the worlds fruitleſs learning, was of force towards 4 
Aying howy ; and anſwering, yea, excelling all other Conſi- 
Cerationss 


15, To whom I joyn Sala, that famons French Prote- 
ſt int Scholler, and the others Contermporary g Who ( after bis 
many Volumns of Learpiog,,, by which be bad acquired ſo 
much eſteem, 18 ſcarcely to be nam'd without venerable 
Titles) cpnfeſſed ſo far to have miſtaken true Learmng, and 
that in Which ſollid beppineſs conſiſts, that he exclaim'd thug 
224inſt bimſelf, Ob! I bave loft a world of TIME. ; 
TIME, that moſt precions thing in the world ; whereof , bad I 
ane naar more, it ſronld be ſben i David's Plalms, and Paul's E- 
5 pitiles 5 


I 7. 


x02 ) 


Prov.9.10, piftlesz Oh Sirs ! ( (aid he to thoſe about him ) Ai the 
Chap.16,6, World leſt, and God mere: The fear of the Lurd that * Wiſdew ; 


and to depart from evil, that i Wnderftanding. 


16, Cardinal eMazarine,the great Stateſman of his time, 
whoſe aim was to obtain the Glory and Greatneſs of the 
World; and to which end, all other conſiderations he made 
ſubmit ; was of another mind u little before his death ; be- 
ing awakened by the ſmart laſhes of Conſcience, which re- 
preſented his Souls condition in ſo diſmal a manner, and 
caus'd ſuch aſtoniſhment of mind, that with weeping, be cry'd 
out, O MY POOR SOUL ! WHAT WILL BECOME 
OF THEE > WHITHER WILT THOU GO ? Ard 
ſpike one day thus to the Q=een- Mother of France, Madam, 
YOUR FAVOURS HAVE UNDONE ME; WERE I 
TO LIVE AGAIN, I WOULD BE A CAPUCHIN, 
RATHER THAN A COURTIER. 


17. And to conclude theſe ſerious Inftances, I ſhall make 
one more, which though in order ſhould bave come in before ; 
yet becauſe one of the molt importent, and this Nations more 
peculiarly fic for conſideration, I ſhall place it here ; and 
namely, The dying words of HE N KT, Prince of Wales, 
eldeft Son to King FAMES ; of whom others ſay many 
generous things: hear What account he gives of himſelf at 
Ia. A Perſon, whom be more then ordinarily eſteem d, and 
that had bten his companion at 7 ex», agking bim, How be 
did 2 was anſwered thus, (amongſt many other ſober expteſ- 
fions) AH TOM! IL IN VAIN WISH FOR THAT 
TIME 1 LOST WITH THEE, AND OTHERS, IN 
VAIN RECREATION : Sovain was Recreation, and ſo 
precious was Time 1 pD dying bed, And why wiſh'd be, 
with others, for more time, but that it might be otherwiſe 
employ'd > Thus hath the juſt Principle, and boly Spiric of 
God, throughout all Generations, convinced men of their 
vavity and folly upon their dying beds, ho before were too 
much taken up therewith, to mind either a dying bed, or vaſt 
Erernity ; but when their dayes were almoſt numbred, when 
; . more 


( 103) 
mortality haſten'd on them, when the revelation of the righ- 
teous Judgement Was at the door, and that all their workdly 
Recreations and Enjoyments muſt be parted with, and that 
Eye for ever (hut, and Fleſh turn'd ro wormg-meat that took 
delight therein; then, O then, it was the holy Witneſs bad 
time to plead wich Conſcience ; then nothing but 4 holy, 
ſtrict, and ſevere life was valuable 3 then Al the world for a 
futle time, who before had gives all their time for a little of a 
vain world, But if ſo ſhort a repreſentation of the incon- 
fkltency of the vanities of the world with the Chriftian life, 


could make ſo deep an impreſſion ; Oh ! to what a noble ſta- . 
ture, and large proportion had they been grown in all Pious Kev. 23. 12, 


and Heavenly knowledge, and bow much greater bad theit 
Rewards been, if rhey contentedly had foregone thoſe pe- 
riſhivg Eatertaioments of the World betimes, and given the 
exerciſe of their minds to the tuition and guidance of that 
univerſal Grace and Holy Spirit of God ; which bad ſo lon 
ſhined in darkneſs, uncomprehended of it; and was at la 
bat juſt perceiv'd to give a ſight of what they bad been do- 
ing all their dayes. I (hall wind up the whole with this ſhort 
Deſcription of the Chriflans within the firſt bundred years 
afrer Chriſt, as what may further juſliſie not only my R 
ſons, but the Dyn Expreſſions of theſe ſeveral Perſons; wa, 
That 4. 2 e Chriſtian life, ſo that it 11 inc 
rably ſweeter than all the va Inventtons, Faſhions, and Pleaſures: 
of the World. 


18, The deſcription was originally given by Phile-Fo- Phil, Tadeus 
dan, und cited by Exſebius Pamphilzw, thus: Thatabaſe of the Wor. - 
«© Chriſtians renounced their ſubſtance, and ſever'd them» ſhip. of E- 

© ſelves from all the ceres of this life; and forſaking the gr. Alex. 
Cities, they lived ſolirarily in Fields and Gardens : y Euſeb, Pans 

« accounted their company who followed the Country-life, 55.0. Eccleſ. 


«(of cares and buſgle ) able and bureful unto t Hit 6. 2. 
Ny wk was likely) wbo then lived i, ro rhe end that wit >; 
F | 


re and fervent deſire they might invitate thew, which 
lead this prophrtical and beaventy life. In many places this 
© people liveth, (for it behoveth as well the Gre6zans 38 the 
© Bar 


( x04 ) 
c Barbarians to be partakers of this abſolute goodneſs) But 
in Egypt in every Province they abound, and eſpecially a- 
© bout «Alexandria, From all parts the better ſort with- 
© drey themſelves into the ſoil and place of theſe Worſhip- 
© pers, (as they were called) at 1 moſt commodious place, ad- 
© Joyping to the Lake of A, in 2 low Vale, very fit both 
* for its ſecurity, and the temperance of the Air. They are 
© further reported to have Meeting-houſes, where the moſt 
©part of the day was employed in worſhipping God ; that 
© they were great Allegorizers of the Scriptures, making then 
figurative; That the external ſhew of words (or the let- 
© ter) reſembleth the ſuperficies of the body; and the bid- 
© den ſenſe or underſtanding of the words, ſeem in place cf 
© the ſoul ; which they contemplate, by their bebolding 
© names, as it were in a Glaſs ; (meaning that their Religi- 
© on conſiſted not in reading the letter, diſputing about it, 
or accepting things in litteral conſttuctions; but that they 
placed theic Religion in the tpivg declared of, the Sub- 
6 fiance it ſelf, bringing things nearer to the mind, ſoul, and 
« ſpirit, and preſſing into a more hidden and heavenly 
© ſenſe ; making Religion to conſiſt 3» the temperance and 
© ſanthity of the Mind, and not it the formal outſide. Worſhip 
ſo much now A. daes in repute, fitter to pleaſe Comedians than 
Chriftians. Such ſelf- denying converſations was tbe practice 
of thoſe times, and onely badge of true Chiiflianiry ; bur 
now the caſe is alter'd ; People will be Chriflians, and have 
their worldly-mindedneſs too: But rhough Ged's Kingdom 
« ſuffer\enolexce by ſuch, yet (hall they never enter; the Liſe 
ot Cluift and bis followers hath in all Ages been another 
thing; A there's but One Way, One: Guide, Our Reſt, alt 
which: are pare and boly, 

Bur. if any (notwithſtanding our many ſober Reaſons and 
numetous Teftimonies, from Scriptures, Examples and Ex- 
rience; of ſpuitual and religious, wdrldily and prophane, 

IT — mep, at bome and dbtosd, of the greateft 
note, fame and learping in the whole werd) ſhall yet 1c. 
main Jcvers and imitaters of the folly. and vavity \condems 
ned; 16 the cryes and groans, and fghs, and tears, and com- 
n plainte 


( nog ) | 
plaints and mournful wiſhes of ſo many reputed Great, nay 
ſome Good men; O that I bad more time ! O that I might 
live a year longer, I wonld live 4 ſeverer life! O that 1 were 4 
Innocent Jean Utick! All &s vanity in this world : O my 
poor ſoul, whither wilt thou go? O that I had the time, ſpent 
in vain recreation! A ſerious life i abeve all, and ſuch like: 
And can nothing prevail ! But if yet they ſhall proceed to fol- 
ly, remain unſatisfied, and follow the world; what greater 
evidence can they give of their heady reſolution to go on im- 
piouſiy to deſpiſe God, to diſobry bis Precepts, to deny Chriſt, 
to fear, not bear bis Creſt ; ta forſake the Examples of bis Ser- 
vants 3 te give the lie to the dying ſerious ſayings, and conſent of 
all Ages ; to barden themſelves againſt the checks of Conſcience ; 
to befool and ſpore away their precious time, and poor Immortal 
ſouls to wo and wiſery? In ort, us plainly to diſcover 
you neither have Reaſon to juſtiſie your ſelves, not yet e- 
nough of Modeſty to bluſh at your own folly ; but as having Exod. 32. 6. 
loſt the ſenſe of one and th'other, go on to cat and drink,and Amer G. 3, 
riſe to play, In vain therefore is it for you to pretend to fear 4, 5,6. 
the God of Heaven, whoſe minds ſerve the Godd of the Epb.4.17, 
pleaſures of this world: Invain is it to ſay you believe io 18,19,20, 
Chriſt, who receive not bu ſelſ-denying Meſſage : and to no 21 22,23, 
better purpoſe will all you do avail. If he that had loved 24. 
God, and bis Nitighbour, and kept the Command ments from bus 2 Ii 2. 19 
youth, was excluded from being a Diſciple, becanſe be ſold Au. 19.16, 
wot all and followed Feſms ; with what confidence can you call x >,18,19, 
your ſelves Chriſtians, who have neither kept the Command- 25,21 22. 
ments, nor yet forſaken any thing to be ſo# And if it was 
a bacr betwixt him aud the eternal life be ſought; that not- 
withſiending all his other vertues, love to money, and his ex- 
ternal poflefirons could not be parted with z what (hall be 
your end, who cannot deny your ſelves many leſs things, 
but are daily inventing vanities to your fleſhly appetires ? 
certainly. much more impoſſible is- it to forſake the greater ? 
Chriſt rry'd bis love, in bidding him forſakg al, becauſe he 
knew (for all his brags) that his mind was rivetted therein; 
not that if be had enjoy'd. big poſſeſſions with Chriſtian in- 
differency, much of them =— not have been continued 


Joh.3.1,2, 
354 5* 


Titus 1.26, 


106) 
and retain'd ; but what then is their doom, whoſe hearts are 
ſo fixed in the wamties of the World, that they will rather 
make them chbriſtian than part with them? But ſuch a Chri- 
ſtian this young man might have been, who had more to ſay 
for himſelf, than the ſtricteſt Phariſee living dare pretend 
to; yet he went away ſorrowful from Feſu. Should I Ask you, 
if Nicadema did well to come by night, and be aſhamed of 
the Great Meſſiah of the World, and if he was not ignorant 
when Chriſt ipake to him of the new Birth ? I know you 
would anſwer me, Yes, he did very if, and was very ignorant ;; 
but ſtay i while, the beam is in your own eyes; you are rei- 
dy doubtleſs to condemn bim, and the young man, for not do- 
ing what you not only refuſe to do your ſelves, but laugh at others 
for doing. Nay, bad ſuch paſſages not been wrir, and were 
it not for the reverence ſome pretend for the Scriptares, they 
would both be as ſiwpid as Nicodemas in their anſwers to ſuch 
Heavenly matters, and ready to call it Canting in any to ſprak, 
ſo ; a8 ĩt is frequent for you,when we ſpeak to ihe ſame effect, 
though not the ſame words: juſt with the Jews; at the time 
they called God their Father, they diſpiſed his Son; and 
when he ſpake of ſublime and heavebly Myſteries, ſome cyy'd, 
He has a Devil ; others, He u mad and moſt of them, Theſe 
art hard ſayings, who can bear them? And to you all that ſpore 
your ſelves atter the manners of the World, let me ſay, Thar 
ou are of thoſe who profeſs you know God, but in Works deny 
=_ living in thoſe Pleaſures, which ſlay the Jult in your 
ſelves : for though you talk of believing, it is no more then 
takiog ĩt for granted, that there is 4 God, a Chiiſt, Scrip- 
tures, &c, without farther concerning your ſelves to proye 
the verity thereof to your ſelves, or others, by ſttict and 
holy Converſation ; which flight way of believing, is but a 
light and carele(s way of ridding your ſelves of farther ent- 
mination ; and rather «browing them off with an inconGder. 
able granting of them to be ſo, than giving your ſelves the 
trouble of making better enquiry ( leaving that to your 
Prieſts, oft-times more ignorant, and not leſs vain and idle 
than your ſelves) which is ſo far from a Goſpel-Faith, that 
(is the leaſt teſpect you can ſhew God, Scriptures, &c. and 
next 


( 107 ) 
next to Which kind of believing, « nothing under 4 danbt, and a 
denyal of all. But if you have hitherto laid afide all Tem- 
perance, Reaſon, and Shame, at leaſt be intreated to reſume 
them now in a matter of this importance, and whereon no 
leſs concerament reſt-, than your remporal, and eternal hap- 
pineſs, Ob Retire, retire, obſerve the reproofs of Inſlrutti- 
on in your own minds ; that which begets melancholy in the middſf 
of mirth, which cannot ſolace it ſel!, nor be contented below im- 
mortality; which calls often te an account at nights, mornings, 
and at ther ſeaſons ; which lets you ſee the vanity, the folly, the 
end and miſery of theſe things : that #s the juſt Principle, and ho- 
ly Spirit of the Almighty ; hear him, obey him, converſe with 
them who ave led by bum ; and let the glories of another World.be 
cyed, and ibe recompence of reward keys in ſight : admit not the 
thoughts of former follyes to revive, but be ſteady, and 


continually exerciſed by his Grace, to deny ab ungodlineſs and 7%. 2. 11, 
worldly [nſts, and to live ſoberly, right couſly, and godly in thus pre. 12,13,14- 


ſemt world ; for this is the true and h:avenly nature of Chri- 
ffianity ; to be ſo awakened and guided by the Spirit and Grace of 
Cod, as to leave the fins and vanities of the world, to bave the 
affeflions regenerated, the mind reformed, and the whole man ſo 
baptized into purity and fauthfulneſs towards God and Man, a 
te alt with reverence, juſtice, and mercy; to care for very few 
things; to be content with what you have; tonſe all as if you 
'd them not ; and to be ſo diſentangled from the luſts, pleaſwrer, 
profits, and honours of the world ; a4 to have the mind raiſed 10 
things above, the beart and affcftions fixed there, that in all ig. 
you may gloriſie God, and be as Lights ſet ona Hill, whoſe ſbin- 
ing Examples may be conducing tothe bappineſs of others, who be- 
helding ſuch goed works may be converted, and glorifie God the 
Faber of Lights, in which you all would be eternally bleſſed. 


But if the Impenitence of any is ſo great, their purſuit of 
folly as carneft, and notwithſtaoding what has been thus ſeti- 
auſly offer'd to reclaim them, they are reſolved to take their 
ccurſe, and not to be at leiſure for more divine things, I 
have this farther to leave with them, f om the Almighty, who 
firſt injoyn'd me this work, That tribulation, anguiſh, aud 
P 2 ſorrow; 


Kev. 3. 20. 
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Nom. 2. 4, 5, ſorrow, ſhall maks their dying beds; indignation and wrath, ſhall 


wind up their dayes;tronble and vexation of mind and ſpirit, ſhall be 
the miſerable fruits which are eternally to be reaped « the rewards 
of all their wretched folly and rebellions ; Be not deceived,Ged will 
not be mockgd : It's ſo irreverhibly decreed ; Whatever ic ſown 
bere, ſhall be reaped bereafter. And juſt is the Almighty, to 
make good his determinations upon ſuch, who inſtead of em- 
ployiog the time given them, to work out their Salvation with 
fear and trembling, have ſpent it in the pleaſures of the 
Fleſh, which periſheth, as if their Heaven were here : nor 
can it ſeem unreaſonable, ſince be hath thus long waited with 
remiſſion of fin, and eternal Life in his hand, to diſtribute to 
them that repent ; that if they will not, to reward ſo great 


Rev.21-27, obſtinacy, and love of this perithing world, with everlaſting 
Rev. 22. 1 3, ttibulations, which be will as certainly recompence, 28 he is 


14,15, 


God over all, Holy, and Juft for ever. 


But I am otherwiſe perſwaded of many; yes, I am aſſured 
the everlaſting Mercies of God have been ſo extended to 
many, as this will prove an effectua] Call yet further to bring 
them out of the wayes and cuſtomes of this World that paſ. 
ſeth away ; and a means for eftabliſhing ſuch, who hitherto 
have been unfaithful to what they have been already con- 
vinced of. And you, my Friends, whoſe minds have re- 
ceived the ALLARUM, whoſe brarts haue truly heard the 
Voice of one crying in the Milder, where you bave been 
ſtraying from the Lord, Repeat, repent. To you, in the Name 
of this Living dreadful God, I ſpeak, I cry, Come away, come 
away; Ab what do you there ? Why are you yet bebind ? that's 
not your Ref; its polmted with the Sins and Vanities of a periſh- 
ing World : Gird wp your Loyns ; Eye your Light (Ontinall) 
Chrift Jeſus, the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever ; who bath 
enl; ght ned every one, follow him, be will lead yout to the City that 
deſcended from Heaven, to the new Jeruſalem, & God the Fudge of 
«ll ; inte which nothing that defiles Can enter, or bave 442 f. 


Mind not the difficulties of your March; great and good 
things were never interpriz'd and accompliſhed without diffi 
culty 
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culty and — which alwayes render their injoyment 
but the more pleaſant and glorious in the end, Let the holy 
Mea and Women of old, be your examples ; Remember good 
old Abraham, the excellency of whoſe Faith is ſet out by his 


obedience to the Voice of God, i forſaking bis Fathers beuſe, Gen. 12. 1, 2. 


Kindred, Lands, Countrey, and Cuſtoms of it ; never to return 
reain. And Moſer, that might in probability have been « 


ing ; by Faith in God, leaves Cpt glory, and Pharoab's Heb.11.24, < 
favours, and chuſes rather to ſojourn and pilgrimage with 25,26, 27. 


the deſpiſed, afflited, tormented /ſraelites in the Wilderneſs, 


than to enjoy the pleaſures of that great Court for a ſeaſon ; 1/«-5 3. 3. 


eſteeming Chiift's reproaches greater riches than Egipts trea- 


fares. But above all, how great was the reproach, how mi- Heb. 12. 1, 
vy the ſufferings, what bitter mockings did Jeſus ſuffer at the 2- 

hands of bis enemies? yet with what patience, meekneſs, 1 Pet. 2. 21, 
forgiveneſs, and conſtancy did he, in all his ations, demean 22, 23 · 


himſelf towards bis bloody Perſecutors > Deſpiſing the ſhame, 
induring the Crof, for the joy that was ſet before him? And bath 
left us this glorious Example,that we ſhould follow his eps, 
which bath in almoſt every Age been imitated. The A- 
poliles ſealed their Teſtimonies with their blood, and multi- 
tudes,after the examples of their conſtancy ; eſteemingit the 
greateſt honour, as it was alivayes attended with the ſigval'ſt 
demonſrations of Divine Love. Ho memorable was that 
of Origen, If my Father were weeping upon bis knees before me, 
and my Mother hanging about my ntck, bebind me, and all my 
Bretbren, Siſters, and Kinifolks, lamenting on every ſide, toretain 
me in the life and pratiice of the World, I would fling my Mother 
to the ground, run over my Faber, 25 all my Kindred, and 
tread them under my feet, that I might run to Chriſt : yet is it 
known, bow dutiful and tender he was to all. Not much un- 
like to this, was that noble and known Inſtince of latter 
dayes, in Galracins Caracciolu, Marqueſs of VIC O, one of 
large Revenues, great Relations, and Reputation in the 
World, who voluntarily abandoned bis Friends, Eſtate, and 
Countrey ; nay, Which was more iotollerable to nature, all 
this he did, no: withſlanding the import uni y and tears of an Fe- 
Aionate Wife, and manny innocent yeung Children, that ſeemed to 
arreſt 


. 


( x10 ) 
arreft bu leggr, by their tender and pitiful embraces ; reſolute! 
laying with Moſes, That he wonld rather ſuffer Affliftions wit 
the firſt Reformers, and Proteſtants, than enjoy the plenty, favour, 
and pleaſures that attended bu former life, whilft in the Reman 
Religion, Nor it it poſſible for any now to quit the World, 
and hve 8 ſerious godly life, without the like ſuffering and 
314955 * perſecution. There are among ns alſo, who have not been 
without the exerciſe of ſuffering the diſpleaſure of their moſt 
dear and intimate Relations and Friends; and all thoſe trou- 
bles, diſgraces, & reproaches, which are accuſtomed to attend 
ſuch as forgo the honours, pleaſures, ambition, and prefer- 
ments of the World, and rather chuſe to live an humble, 
HF. b. 12.1. lerious, and ſelf. denyidg life ; #herefore, my Friends, ſince we 
Run. 5. 12, 7 compeſſed about with ſo great a tlond of Witneſſes, let's lay 4. 
; _ fide every weight, and the (ons of Vanities that do ſo raſfily beſet ms, 
p aud with a conſtant boly patience ran our Race, having our Eyes 
Phil.3.13- fixed upon Feſus the Author and finiſher of our Faith, not minding 
what's bebind ; ſo thall we be delivered from every ſnare ; no 
ſin (hall gain us, no frowns ſcare us fiom our ſelf-denying 
Rem. 2.7. life; and honor, , immortality, and eternal Life, ſhall re- 
| compence aur Sufferings ; and the Truth be more abundantly 
Rev.22. exalted: For the cry is long ſince gone up; How long He 
long ! How long! O Lord God, holy and true, will it he, ere then 
Pſal. 89. 45. wilt come and take thy great Power, and Raign? To which, the 
Rev 6.10, anſwer hath been, Tet aver) little while, and be that ſhall come 
will come, and will not tarry, to viſit the dar corners of the Earth 
with biz great Salvation, to deſtroy the enenne1 of his Choſen, and 
Jer. 23+ 1. make way for the righteow Nen to bind Satan in chains, and 
& 36. 29. bu wandrir Spirits in fetters of [ron ; that the Priſoner may 
Ezckh,26, come ont of 4 pit, and the Spirit that's grieted, rect: that the 
11,12. Lame may leap . an Hart, and the tongue of the Dumb may 
* Pſale7 9-11, fg; that waters may ſpring in the Wilderneſs, and firtams ia the 
Iſa. 42. 7 Deſart, and thr burren Land become a flandirg Pool ; that 
Zach.g. 11, Truth may repleniſh the Earth, and Rightecuſneſs run down like 
12. a mighty ſirzam ; that joy, peace, and ſerenity, may cover the 
4 whale Creation, 


2 Tim. 3. 1a. 
1 Pet. 4.1, 


Whichy 


wTE1.KK, 


ew 


Which, a8 it bath been promiſed, ſo is it on its way tobe 7/a.35. 6,7, 
accompliſhed ; for the eternal Sabbath is at hand, in which the N. 
doer of bis own works thall periſh; and that everlaſting Iſa. 32.16, 
Jubilee at the door, to which whomſoever (ſhall come with- 
out the Rabe that bas been firſt waſh'd white in the Blood of the Amos 5, 24- 
Lamb, and the many Tribulations ; ſhall be caſt ont into utter 8 
darkneſs, where will be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth for ever. I.. 32.27. 
But as for the Redeemed and SanQtined of God, who have 
followed Feſma in the narrow path of Regeneration, and not loved Mat.22.11, 
their lives wnto the death, their ſorrow 2 fi away, every tear 12,13, 14. 
ſhall be wiped from their cyet, and ſighting ſhall be beard no more Kev. . 1a, 
within their Borders : But joyes 222 and full of glory 13,1415, 
ſhall be their everlaſting Indericance ; ſo (ball Divine Ho- 16,17. 
nour, and Eternal Hillelujths be unanimouſly rendered to 
him that fits upon the Throne, and the Lamb, who is the moſt 
High and Holy One, that Lives and Reigns, God bleſs'd and 
renoun'd for ever. Ane. 


THE END, 


